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Windfarm 
project is 
ditched 
by firm 

A WINDFARM will not be 
built in the countryside 
near Lake Vyrnwy as offi¬ 
cials behind the proposals 
have ruled it is no longer 
financially viable. 

The project, which would 
have seen 33 turbines set up 
at Dyfnant Forest near Lla- 
ngadfan, has been stopped 
after a review by Scottish- 
Power Renewables. 

Simon Christian, UK 
managing director of Scot- 
tishPower Renewables, said: 
“Unfortunately, with an¬ 
ticipated lengthy planning 
processes and major grid 
modernisation required, we 
are not confident the project 
can be delivered in a time- 
frame that would make it 
financially viable for us. 

“We are currently seek¬ 
ing to replace our turbines 
at Llandinam in Mid Wales, 
and we await a planning de¬ 
cision following a lengthy 
public inquiry. 

“We have decided to focus 
our onshore wind efforts in 
Wales on this project.” 

Montgomeryshire MP 
Glyn Davies said: “It is a 
wonderful Christmas pres¬ 
ent for the people who live 
near Lake Vyrnwy and who 
share my love for the wider 
Dyfnant Forest area.” 

“ScottishPower Renew¬ 
ables’ plans were in my 
opinion ecologically and 
environmentally disastrous 
for a beautiful part of Mid 
Wales.The stress, fear and 
division will be lifted from 
Dyfnant area.” 

No charges 
for man over 
gun incident 

A MAN arrested in con¬ 
nection with a pellet gun 
shooting which left a man 
with serious head injuries 
has been released without 
charge. 

The 27-year-old man had 
been arrested in connection 
with the shooting, which 
happened in Bailey Street in 
Oswestry and left a 25-year- 
old man injured. 

But Chloe Drinkwater, 
spokeswoman for West Mer¬ 
cia Police, said there had 
been insufficient evidence to 
take the matter further and 
that the man had now been 
released. 

The victim was shot in the 
early hours of December 12 
and was taken to the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital where 
he was treated for head in¬ 
juries. 


Corrie actor launches hospice art sculpture 



Actor lan-Puleston Davies cuts the ribbon with Mark Houghton from MBNA bank who helped fund the project 


CORONATION Street star Ian Puleston-Davies 
has cut the ribbon on a new sculpture at Hope 
House Children’s Hospice. 

The actor, who plays Owen Armstrong, officially 
revealed the Magic Trees sculpture at the entrance 
to the hospice in Morda, near Oswestry. 

It has been created as a joint venture between 
Oswestry arts organisation The Project Project , 
recently renamed Designs in Mind, and the siblings 
of children at the hospice. 

Huge colourful tree branches have been deco¬ 
rated with wire sculptures of birds, animals, pixies 
and sprites. 

Mr Puleston-Davies will be leaving the cobbles 
of Weatherfield in the new year but said he would 
never rule out returning to the ITV soap for future 
storylines. 

He said: “I have been with Coronation Street for 
five years and while I have enjoyed it, there are 
other things I want to get involved in. 

“I am a writer I have some scripts in the pipeline 
and will be working on them.” 

Mr Puleston-Davies said he had been invited to 
tour Hope House in the summer and had seen the 
start of the work on the sculpture. 

“They very kindly invited me back to do the offi¬ 
cial ribbon cutting,” he said. 

Two of the siblings who helped with the Magic 
Trees project were Olivia Fox, 12, from Oswestry 
and Nancy Rickard, 11, from Shrewsbury, who 
have become good friends from working on the 
sculpture. 

Olivia’s brother Matthew died in June at the age 
of 18 and she said meeting other siblings has been 
helpful during a difficult time. 

Mike Edwards, a member of The Project Group, 
was involved in the sculpture from the beginning, 
even collecting the wood from the fallen trees on 
the Brogyntyn estate. 

“Working with the children has been brilliant,” 
he said. 


NEW HOPE FOR 
ROAD UPGRADE 


FRESH talks are to be held in 
the campaign to have the A5 
at Oswestry made into a dual 
carriageway. 

North Shropshire MP Owen Pat¬ 
erson says he will meet with Gov¬ 
ernment transport bosses in the new 
year. 

Mr Paterson says that the human cost of the 
15 miles of single track trunk road between 
Shrewsbury and the North Wales border - as 
well as the economic cost - is not acceptable. 

Mr Paterson said: “The 15 miles of the A5 
and A483 between Shrewsbury and Ruabon 
is the only single carriageway stretch of the 
Trans-European Highway between Felixstowe 
and Dover and Holyhead. 

“It carries thousands of vehicles including 
HGVs on their way to the ferries at Holyhead 
day after day and is struggling to cope with the 
pressure. 

“As well as the economic cost, there is an 


Report by Sue Austin 


enormous human cost in not having a dual car¬ 
riageway on this stretch of road. 

“The Shotatton crossroads north of the Ness- 
cliffe bypass is shocking.” 

Mr Paterson also wants to see the Pant/Llan- 
ymynech bypass on the A483 south of Oswestry 
built, more than a decade after it almost moved 
off the programme on to the building stage. 

“I managed to ensure the bypass remained 
in the roads programme despite opposition and 
it really is time that we saw it built,” he said. 

“The problem is that, although the stretch of 
road that needs a bypass is in England, 90 per 
cent of the A483 is in Wales and 90 per cent of 
its benefits go to Wales.” 

The fresh moves follow the death of a van 
driver on the A5 near the Gledrid roundabout. 

Andrew Hughes, 35, whose family lives in 
Criftins near Ellesmere, died after his Citroen 
Berlingo van was in collision with a lorry on 
December 17. 

There was further disruption on the road on 


December 20 when a lorry overturned at the 
Halton roundabout north of Oswestry. 

The driver is not believed to have been seri¬ 
ously hurt during the incident at the junction 
for Llangollen and McDonald’s on the Chirk 
bypass. 

Long queues built up along both the A5 and 
A483 trunk roads. 

Meanwhile a woman who died when her car 
crashed into a brick wall on a country road near 
Oswestry on December 18 has been named as 
Sherylene Norris. 

Ms Norris, 42, died at the scene of the crash 
on a sharp bend at Woolston Bank, near Maes- 
bury. 

Flowers have been placed next to the wall as 
tribute to Ms Norris, who was a self employed 
hairdresser and is believed to have lived just a 
short distance from the corner. 

An inquest is due to be opened on January 8 
by Shropshire coroner John Ellery at Shrews¬ 
bury’s Shirehall. Ms Norris grew up in the area 
having been a former pupil of Welshpool High 
School, and had previously worked at the Black 
Horse pub in Maesbury. 



Owen Paterson MP 


Protest 
call over 
traffic 
system 

A COUNCILLOR has called 
for a mass protest against 
Welshpool’s controversial 
one-way system. 

Powys County Council 
signed off proposed changes 
to the system in November 
2013, but is still waiting for 
them to be brought in. 

Welshpool Town Council 
has now recommended the 
road is changed to a 20mph 
speed limit - it is currently 
30mph. 

Now town and county 
councillor Phil Pritchard 
has called on residents to 
stage a mass protest in the 
town centre to push the 
changes through. 

He said: “These changes 
just aren’t happening and 
we need to make everyone 
sit up and take notice that 
this road system is not suit¬ 
able and a fatality waiting to 
happen. 

“We need to have a day 
where we all get together 
and stand in the road and 
make sure the traffic can’t 
pass at all. Maybe then they 
will sit up and take notice. 

“We need to send a strong 
message to those who are 
still stalling on bringing in 
the changes. 

“There are two points 
in particular that seem to 
cause trouble for pedestri¬ 
ans - the junction of Jehu 
Road and outside the former 
Spar store in Church Street. 

“I simply don’t under¬ 
stand why they don’t put 
traffic lights up by the old 
Spar so people can press the 
button and cross safely.” 

Jaw broken 
in assault in 
town centre 

A MAN wearing a Christ¬ 
mas jumper broke another 
man’s jaw in two places in 
an attack in Oswestry town 
centre. 

The attacker punched 
the victim in the face in the 
early hours of the morning 
at the junction of Willow 
Street and Church Street. 

Pc Scott Harrower from 
Oswestry’s safer neighbour¬ 
hood team said the assault 
happened at about 2am on 
December 21. 

He said: “The attack hap¬ 
pened near to the HSBC 
bank at The Cross. 

“The attacker was de¬ 
scribed as a male in his 
twenties with olive skin.” 

The officer added: “He 
was wearing a red Christ¬ 
mas style jumper.” 
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PICTURE PREVIEW 



Turn to page six to find out more about the work of 
The Severn Hospice’s clinical nurse specialist team 
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Plenty of reasons for car 
firm to celebrate new year 


By Dominic Robertson 


AN award-winning Oswestry car dealership 
has three reasons to celebrate. 

Arthurs of Oswestry has purchased the Peugeot 
dealership in Wrexham which employs a team of 25. 

The firm has been announced as the number one Vaux- 
hall dealer in the country. And the firm’s sales manager 
David Goldthorpe has been appointed general manager. 

Announcing the acquisition Nigel Williams, managing 
-director of Arthurs, who 


Inquest is 
told about 
man's fall 
at bridge 

AN inquest has ruled an 
elderly man had a “momen¬ 
tary loss of judgement” be¬ 
fore falling to his death from 
a bridge near Oswestry. 

Wynn Stanley Davies, 81, 
died after falling 120ft from 
the A483 bridge between the 
Gledrid and Halton rounda¬ 
bouts on August 4. 

The inquest heard that 
Mr Davies, who had been di¬ 
agnosed with bowel cancer a 
few months previously, had 
not indicated to his family 
that he intended to harm 
himself. 

John Gittins, coroner for 
north Wales east and cen¬ 
tral, said police had received 
a number of calls from peo¬ 
ple who had seen a male fall 
from the bridge. 

Mr Gittins recorded a nar¬ 
rative verdict. 

He said: “There is insuf¬ 
ficient evidence to conclude 
with certainty that Mr 
Davies intended to bring his 
life to an end at that time. 

“He had not indicated he 
intended to harm himself, 
and did not write a suicide 
note. 

“It was a very, very mo¬ 
mentary loss of judgement.” 


have branches in Oswestry 
and Newtown, said the com¬ 
pany had been looking for 
an opportunity to expand 
the business for some time. 

Mr Williams said: “The 
addition of the Peugeot 
dealership in Wrexham will 
benefit Arthurs in many 
ways. It not only provides 
an alternative car brand to 
Arthurs portfolio, but also 
takes us into a new geo¬ 
graphical area.” 

Mr Goldthorpe said he 
was delighted to be given 
the new role and recognised 
the ‘significant improve¬ 
ment’ in Peugeot models 
over the last couple of years. 

Meanwhile Arthurs is cel¬ 
ebrating being named the 
number one Vauxhall dealer 
in the country. 

The long-established 
dealership has achieved top 
ranking for customer satis¬ 
faction for the first time in 
its history. 

Arthurs came top out of 
318 Vauxhall dealers in the 
UK in Vauxhall’s annual 
dealership rankings for cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction. 

The dealership’s previous 
best position was third 10 
years’ ago. Mr Goldthorpe 
said: “To achieve number 
one position in the UK is a 
terrific accolade. 

“The ranking reflects the 
voting of new car customers 
and we have grown our mar¬ 
ket share again this year. 
New car sales are up by 30 
per cent and used car sales 
by 50 per cent which is a re¬ 
cord for Arthurs. 



New town restaurant proves a hit 


Ollie Jackson, Mike Scott, Amy Cross and Duncan Holmes from the newly opened Townhouse restaurant 


CELEBRITY chef Michael Caines has 
overseen the opening of a new restau¬ 
rant which has been more than two 
years in the making. 

The Townhouse in Willow Street, 
Oswestry, held its opening event with 
both restaurant and bar areas filled to 
capacity. 

Mr Caines, who is the executive chef 
at the two Michelin starred Gidleigh 
Park in Devon, acts as consultant for 
the restaurant. 

The chef, who regularly appears on 
television in cookery programmes has 
brought his expertise to the menu. 

Although he was not able to be at 


the opening on the night, he took to 
Twitter to tweet his support for the 
new venture.The restaurant is owned 
by Mike Scott and Ollie Jackson. 

“The opening night was fantastic,” 
Mr Jackson said. 

“The guests absolutely loved it. 

“I think people are shocked that 
we’ve got something like this in 
Oswestry. 

“Someone said it’s like city dining in 
a country town. 

“It’s something different and a lot of 
people were surprised. 

“We’re really pleased with how it’s 
gone.” 


Mr Jackson said he had spoken to 
Mr Caines after the launch and the 
chef was delighted as well. “We had a 
chat the morning after the launch and 
he was pleased to hear how well it had 
gone,” he said. 

“He’s very impressed with how 
quickly the staff learned their roles 
and have settled in. 

“We had one of his operations 
managers here as well to make sure 
everything was going as it should be. 

“We did three dry runs before 
the opening though to iron out any 
glitches and make sure everything 
went perfectly.” 
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Railway 
link will 
give huge 
benefits 

THE new direct rail service 
from Shrewsbury to Lon¬ 
don has been hailed a huge 
boost to businesses not just 
in Shropshire but in Mid 
Wales too. 

The new service will 
allow commuters and trav¬ 
ellers from the region to 
access frequent, direct ser¬ 
vices from Shrewsbury to 
London, as well as north to 
Blackpool. 

Glyn Davies, Montgom¬ 
eryshire MP, said the ser¬ 
vice is’’deeply satisfying” 
news for people in Powys, 
who would benefit from the 
new services that run from 
Shrewsbury, Telford and 
Wellington. 

He said: “It is rewarding 
that all the campaigning we 
have done over many years 
to bring better train ser¬ 
vices to Montgomeryshire is 
finally coming to fruition.” 

He said the combination 
of the direct Shrewsbury to 
Euston service and a new 
hourly service from Aber¬ 
ystwyth to Birmingham 
that was launched in May 
now means that the benefits 
will spread to thousands of 
travellers in Mid Wales. 

He said: “It will trans¬ 
form rail connectivity for 
Montgomeryshire, and will 
be of huge benefit to the 
local economy. 

“The direct link will allow 
much easier access to Lon¬ 
don for passengers across 
Mid Wales.” 

Man faces 
threat claim 

A MAN has appeared in 
court charged with making 
threats to kill. 

Malcolm Salisbury, 34, of 
Meadow Way, Gobowen, did 
not enter a plea at Telford 
Magistrates Court. Salis¬ 
bury is charged with threat¬ 
ening to shoot his partner 
on December 20. He was 
released on conditional bail 
to appear at Shrewsbury 
Crown Court on March 9. 


Border villages deprived 
of services report reveals 


By Pam Kingsley 


TEN communities on the Powys/Shropshire border have been named 
in the most deprived five per cent for getting access to services in 
Wales. 

Berriew, Churchstoke, Kerry, Llandinam, Llandrinio, Meifod, Llanfihangel, 
Trewern, Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant and Llansilin featured in a list of the top 
100 most deprived communities. 

Now councillors have called on Powys County Council to consider the impact on more 
- remote communities when looking to re- 


No break for drill campaign 



Camp members Liz and Yellowbelly outside a hut made of packing cases 


Residents 
to have say 
on centre 

RESIDENTS of a village near Oswestry are 
being given a choice - accept an increase 
in council tax next year or face the loss of 
their meeting place. 

The future of Knockin Assembly Rooms 
is in doubt because of the small number 
of committee members and the amount of 
work needed to keep it running. 

Only four people are currently on the 
assembly rooms committee but nine are 
needed. The current members are planning 
to resign on March 31. 

Parish council clerk Penny O’Hagan 
said: “Unless a solution is found the Assem¬ 
bly Rooms will close on March 31. 

“This will not only mean the loss of a 
community venue for clubs to meet and 
other community functions, but also the 
loss of a place for the community to vote 
and be involved in local democracy as the 
parish council will no longer have a place 
to meet in the parish.” 

An open meeting was held in October 
when the majority of people attending said 
they would like to see the Assembly Rooms 
remain open, and for the parish council 
to take over the management as a charity 
trustee. 

It is estimated an extra £4,000 will be 
needed each year to make up the shortfall 
in income and employ someone to manage 
the hall and the charity. Voting forms have 
been sent to homes in Knockin asking resi¬ 
dents to make a decision whether to accept 
the council tax increase or to allow the hall 
to close in March. 


duce services across the county. 

Access to services covers the average 
travel time to a food shop, a GP surgery and 
pharmacy, a primary and secondary school, 
a post office, public library, leisure centre 
and to a petrol station. 

Categories including community safety, 
housing, health, employment and access to 
services were ranked for the report. Llan¬ 
rhaeadr had the worst access to services re¬ 
cord, ranked in 11th, with Llansilin ranked 
18th. 

While there are primary schools in both 
Llanrhaeadr and Llansilin, pupils have to 
travel to Llanfyllin for secondary school. 
There is no GP surgery in Llansilin and 
no library, pharmacy or leisure centre in 
either village. 

Aled Davies, Powys County Councillor 
for both areas, said he wasn’t surprised 
with the rankings. 

“There’s been a lot of talk about local 
communities taking on services recently 
and everybody says ‘what services?’,” he 
said. “Access to services is one of the key 
factors in our quality of life and the in¬ 
formation published by the Welsh Gov¬ 
ernment indicate that the Llansilin/ 
Llanrhaeadr area has the lowest access to 
services in the whole of Wales. 

“This doesn’t come as any surprise to 
our communities - we have seen the last 
bank in the Tanat Valley close, the last full 
time post office is now under threat and the 
number of services provided by the local au¬ 
thority is about to be reduced further, not 
that it has never been that great. 

“However we are blessed with excellent 
primary schools in the valley and our chil¬ 
dren go to Llanfyllin High School, one of 
the top secondary schools in Powys and 
Wales. Powys County Council needs to be 
very careful in the next budget round that 
it does not exacerbate the current poor 
level of service provision in rural parts of 
the county.” The figures were released in 
the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation, 
which is the Welsh Government’s official 
measure of relative deprivation for “small 
areas” in Wales. 


WHILE the rest of us have been opening 
presents and tucking into the turkey, the 
occupants of a protest camp set up to fight 
plans to drill for gas in north Shropshire 
spent Christmas Day trying to keep warm 
and dry in their makeshift home. 

The members of Camp Dudleston - who 
call themselves protectors rather than pro¬ 
testors - don’t celebrate Christmas, prefer¬ 
ring instead the pagan traditions of winter. 

The camp, to the north of Oswestry, has 
been cleverly constructed with wooden 
pallets, tarpaulins, insulating bubble wrap 
and old duvets. It sits on the proposed 
site of an exploratory drilling rig that, if 
granted planning permission, will search 
for underground coal bed methane. 


Among those who have spent Christmas 
inside Camp Dudleston is veteran protec¬ 
tor, ‘Yellowbelly’. 

Yellowbelly, orginally from Norfolk, now 
sees Shropshire as his home and is passion¬ 
ate about protecting the countryside. 

He said: “We have had wonderful sup¬ 
port both locally and further afield. One 
man in his 70s wheeled a huge load of logs 
across the fields for us and we have had 
gifts of carpets for the floors and walls, food 
and even a log burner. 

“We are always pleased to see visitors, 
whether they simply want to come and say 
hello or whether they want to come a talk 
to us about what is going on with gas ex¬ 
ploration.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


House damaged 
after severe fire 

ABOUT 30 firefighters 
tackled a blaze which 
caused severe damage to a 
bungalow near Oswestry. 

The fire happened in 
Rectory Close, Trefonen, 
at about 3.45pm on Sun¬ 
day and caused the roof to 
collapse. 

There was also severe 
smoke and fire damage to 
the property. 

Shropshire Fire and Res¬ 
cue Service said the cause 
of the fire is being inves¬ 
tigated but it is not being 
treated as suspicious. 

It said no one was in¬ 
jured and the occupants 
managed to get out before 
firefighters arrived. 

Meanwhile almost all 
of a Shropshire home suf¬ 
fered smoke damage fol¬ 
lowing a bedroom fire. 

It happened in Woth- 
erton, Chirbury, at about 
8.45pm on Saturday. 

No injuries were re¬ 
ported. 

Cancer support 
at town library 

OSWESTRY library will be 
offering support to those 
living with cancer in Janu¬ 
ary in its health zone. 

On January 19 a dedi¬ 
cated MacMillan Cancer 
Care advisor will be on 
hand from 10am to 2pm 
to talk with anyone who 
would like more informa¬ 
tion or advice about the 
disease. 

Half-hour sessions can 
be booked by contacting 
staff at the library in Ar¬ 
thur Street on (01691) 
677388. 

People can also email 
oswestry.library@shrop- 
shire.gov.uk 

Chamber meets 
again after break 

OSWESTRY Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its 
first meeting of the new 
year on January 7 at 6pm. 

The chamber is a group 
of local businesses which 
are active in supporting 
and growing a healthy in¬ 
dependent business com¬ 
munity. Meetings are held 
on the first Wednesday of 
every month from 6pm 
to 8pm at The Wynnstay 
Hotel, Church Street. 
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• Loft insulation 

• Pipe lagging 

• Wellies 

• Waterproof clothing 

• Generators 
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Monday 



Whole Life Centre 

Cabin Lane 
Oswestry 
9.30am,11 30am 
5pm and 7 30pm 
Contact 

Claire 01691 654711 

Caffi Wylfa 

Castle Rd Chirk 
5pm and 7pm 
Contact 

Jan 07769614985 


Tuesday 

Ellesmere Town Hall 

Oswestry 

5 15 pm and 7 15pm 
Contact 

Yvonne 01948 710533 

Wednesday 
Memorial Hall 

Oswestry 

10am 12pm 5pm and 7pm 
Contact 

Jan 07769614985 


visit the, website, to read Jesss story 
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OWENS REUNION - WILTSHIRE 


Our 8th reunion takes us to the 4 star Hilton Hotel Swindon. We will visit 
beautiful locations of the Cotswolds, Wiltshire and the fabulous city of 
Cardiff and the steam railway museum in Swindon. And with around 180 
fellow companions travelling together you should have plenty to talk 
about. The tour will allow new travellers to meet many of the wonderful 
people that have travelled with us over the years and our regulars to 
catch up with old friends. Coaches will have regionalised pick-ups so 
you will start off with something in common with your fellow travellers. 
There will be special one off deals on coach holidays booked and many 
prizes to be won. 

Hilton Hotel, Swindon ★★★★ 

The perfect base for our Reunion tour. Guests can rejuvenate in the modern 171 
comfortable guest rooms. A well equipped gym, a fabulous heated indoor pool, sauna 
and a beauty salon. 

Tour Itinerary 

Friday 30th: We travel via Worcester, Evesham, Morton-in-Marsh, Stow-on-the-Wold & 
Bourton-on-the-Water and finally onto the Hilton Hotel. 

Saturday 31st: A tour into the heart of Wiltshire including Marlborough, Salisbury, and the 
charming Market town Devizes in the centre of the county. There is time to relax before 
your evening meal followed by tonight’s live entertainment. 

Sunday 1st: We head for the indoor steam museum of the Great Western Railway in the 
heart of the former Swindon Railway Works. In the afternoon you are invited to join the 
staff & managers of Owen’s Travelmaster to talk to them about the forth coming 2015 
summer brochure and enjoy afternoon cream tea followed by bingo with prizes and our 
Hope House charity raffle. There is time to relax before your meal followed by tonight’s 
live entertainment. 

Monday 2nd: We depart our hotel and head for Cardiff. The capital has a diversity of 
places and interests just waiting for its visitors to enjoy. After time for lunch we head 
for home. 

4 DAY TOUR INCLUDES: 

a All Travel by Executive Coach 

■ 3 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast Accommodation 

■ 2 x Nights Live Entertainment 

■ 1 x Night In-house Entertainment 

■ Bingo & Raffle with prizes (All money Raised goes to Hope House) 

■ 2015 Discount Vouchers 

■ Afternoon Cream Tea 

■ Entry to the Great Western Railway Museum 
(Or spend time at the adjacent outlet village) 

Single room supplement £30 

4 DAYS 30th JAN - 2nd FEB £189 
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Police bosses planning to 
halt live CCTV monitoring 


By Pam Kingsley 


THE police force which covers the Welshpool area is considering 
plans to stop monitoring live CCTV cameras after a report found 
there is “little evidence” they deter crime. 

Dyfed-Powys Police could have its funding reduced to actively monitor secu¬ 
rity cameras after an independent investigation found their removal “did not 
result in a significant rise in crime”. 

But West Mercia Police, which covers the Oswestry area, ruled out a making a similar 


move, saying it is confident CCTV monitori 

Town third 
worst for 
offending 

ALMOST 3,500 crimes were reported 
across Shropshire in one month accord¬ 
ing to latest police figures - with Oswestry 
ranked as the county’s third worst town for 
offences. 

West Mercia Police revealed 3,474 crimes 
were reported across Shropshire in Octo¬ 
ber, the latest month for which figures are 
available. 

Anti-social behaviour topped the list with 
offences of a sexual or violent nature the 
second most common. 

Telford was the county’s crime hotspot 
with 1,289 offences reported. Shrewsbury 
had the second highest number with 656 
crimes reported. 

Oswestry with 245 crimes reported and 
Newport with 244 offences came in third 
and fourth place. The four towns accounted 
for almost three-quarters of all crime in the 
county. 

In fifth place for Shropshire was 
Whitchurch with 115 offences. 

The figures are revealed on a website po- 
lice.uk which provides up to date crime fig¬ 
ures of every area. It enables people to look 
at Shropshire as a whole or type in their 
postcode and look at their neighbourhood. 

In Oswestry, anti-social behaviour ac¬ 
counted for 106 crimes reported with 41 
offences involving sex or violence. 

Duncan Kerr, councillor for Castle Ward 
on Oswestry Town Council, said: “The 
town is not getting the resources it needs. 

“We don’t see the police on the beat like 
we used to.” 


; plays a vital role in policing. 

The report for Dyfed-Powys was ordered 
by the force’s police and crime commis¬ 
sioner Christopher Salmon who said he 
was looking to put more police out on the 
streets. 

“We must spend every pound where it de¬ 
livers,” he said. “I’m giving the public what 
they ask me for - more bobbies on the beat. 

“We created 30 new police officer posts 
for Dyfed-Powys this year. Next year 
there’ll be tens of thousands of extra hours 
on the beat thanks to new IT.” 

Instrom Security Consultants, which car¬ 
ried out the report, found the removal of 
local council CCTV cameras did not result 
in a significant rise in crime or anti-social 
behaviour. 

The report said there was “little evidence 
that CCTV deters crime, in particular vio¬ 
lent and alcohol-related incidents.” 

There was also “no case to support the 
active monitoring of public CCTV in Dy¬ 
fed-Powys”, and it said many existing pub¬ 
lic CCTV systems cannot produce images 
acceptable in court. 

Dyfed-Powys Police records showed that 
1.5 per cent of case files used publicly con¬ 
trolled CCTV evidence over a year and 2.2 
per cent used evidence from private sys¬ 
tems. 

The commissioner has recommended 
that funding is withdrawn for active moni¬ 
toring of the cameras by April. 

He said he plans to keep the situation 
under review and consider any technologi¬ 
cal developments such as mobile CCTV. 

Bill Longmore, police and crime commis¬ 
sioner for West Mercia, said: “I’ve always 
had a very positive view about the appropri¬ 
ate and effective use of CCTV throughout 
Shropshire and the rest of the West Mercia 
area. 

“It is undoubtedly a very important re¬ 
source for both police and the public in 
crime prevention and detection, and we 
have to make the best possible use of tech¬ 
nology these days. 

“The new systems in Oswestry, for exam¬ 
ple, are superb, and the image quality the 
cameras can produce is fantastic.” 


Grounds pass safety tests 



Park Hall Stadium, home of The New Saints, was given a clean bill of health 


TWO of Shropshire’s biggest football 
grounds and its largest racecourse have all 
passed strict safety tests, a report has re¬ 
vealed. 

Councillors heard that inspectors have 
granted new safety certificates to the 
Greenhous Meadow, home of Shrewsbury 
Town, and The New Saints’ Park Hall 
ground near Oswestry following spot check 
visits on match days. 

Ludlow Racecourse has also been in¬ 
spected and found to be up to scratch safety 
wise, the report said. 

The report revealed inspections were 
carried out at Shrewsbury Town twice last 
year, during a League One game against 
Bradford City last season on March 22, and 


again for the high-profile visit of league 
leaders Chelsea in the Capital One Cup on 
October 28. 

The Bradford game was described as a 
“high risk police free game” but inspectors 
noted “high standards of safety manage¬ 
ment”. It said inspectors visited The New 
Saints for a game against Bangor City in 
March and made recommendations regard¬ 
ing the “formal training and qualification 
of stewards”. 

The report added: “A training programme 
is in place to satisfy this requirement. 

“The New Saints Football Club was vis¬ 
ited in September by public protection of¬ 
ficers and a new general safety certificate 
was granted.” 
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS TO 


OUR 16 , 569 * READERS 


ACROSS OSWESTRY & WELSHPOOL 


FOR PROFESSIONAL MARKETING ADVICE 


PLEASE CALL THE SALES TEAM 
ON 01691 668090 


Part of Shropshire Newspapers Ltd ’Source ABC 


MNA Media 



Weekly dance classes held in 
Shrewsbury 

(Classes also available in Ellesmere and Arddleen) 

• B.A.T.D. and I.D.T.A. 

• Qualified Teacher 

• LCM Diploma in Musical Theatre 
• CRB Checked 

• Competative Price 

• Examinations and Stage productions 

For ages 3 years and upwards, 
including teenagers 

Join classes now to participate in our dance 
show at Theatre Severn in July 2015!" 


For More Information On Classes Available 
Please Contact 

Lydia Davies On 07875446330 

www.elegancedanceschool.co.uk 



see our Motoring pages in 
this weeks Chronicle. For more 
information or for a quotation 
contact 01691668095 



Environmentally 
Friendly Wood Fuel 


• Burn Right briquettes are made from kiln dried 
wood shaving and sawdust, primarily hardwood 
ie oak, sapele, beech. The best Briquettes are 
made from hardwoods as they produce more heat 
and burn for longer. 

Prices from £3.50 per pack, please contact us for 
further information or to place an order._ 


Tel: 01691 830075 

www.sandersonsecofuel.co.uk 


Unit 2, The Village Workshops, 
Four Crosses Business Park, 
Four Crosses, Powys 
SY226ST 


SELL YOUR HOUSE 


CASH in 7 Days 0 100% 
MARKET VALUE ■ 28 DAYS 

Tel: 0800 612 8650 
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Changes to bus timetables 
leaves passengers fuming 


By Pam Kingsley 


VILLAGERS claim they have been left stranded after a bus service 
was diverted around their village without any warning. 

Changes have been introduced to the 70 and X70 services between Oswestry and 
Shrewsbury with some journeys now running as express route. 

Arriva, which operates the services, said journey times on the X70 have been reduced 
by almost 10 minutes by cutting out the part of the route which passes through Ness- 
cliffe and staying on the A5 instead. But villagers claim the company didn’t advertise the 
changes well enough, and say they are being treated as “second class citizens” after being 
- left without their regular service. 


Family’s exhumation plea 



Des and Doreen James are battling to get to the truth about their daughter’s death 


County will 
get funding 
for floods 

SHROPSHIRE is to receive £2.5 million of 
a £2 billion-plus Government cash pot to 
tackle flooding across the UK. 

Just £712,000 of that amount will be 
handed over straight away - with the rest 
not available until 2021 and only after a 
full business case has been submitted. 

Shrewsbury, Ironbridge and Bridgnorth 
were among areas of the Severn flooded in 
February - but none will receive immediate 
help or financial aid. 

By contrast, more than £160 million is to 
be spent in the Central and East Midlands 
area, which includes Birmingham, Leices¬ 
ter and Derby. 

The government insists its investment 
in Shropshire will help protect nearly 550 
homes. 

Smaller projects totalling nearly £80,000 
and protecting single homes have been 
announced in places including Pant Glas 
near Oswestry, Aston, near Wem; Bitterley, 
Coton Hill, Culmington, and Belton. 

David Edwards, flood and water manager 
for Shropshire Council, said the authority 
had been successful in netting cash for 
every scheme it had bid for. 

“This funding is crucial for the manage¬ 
ment of flood risk within Shropshire and 
will bring real benefit to those home own¬ 
ers affected,” he said. 

“It is great news to see that Govern¬ 
ment’s indicative six year investment pro¬ 
gramme features all of the schemes for 
which bids were placed.” 


Carole Jones, who lives in Wilcott, near 
Nesscliffe, said: “I waited for the number 
70 bus from Nesscliffe to Shrewsbury in 
the freezing cold and no bus arrived. I have 
since learnt from someone else complain¬ 
ing that the half hourly number 70 bus 
has been cancelled and will now run only 
hourly during the day through the village. 

“Why do they need to shave time off the 
journey to the detriment of Nesscliffe pas¬ 
sengers? I am a very regular bus user but 
now find I cannot get to either town at the 
times I require, and I am not the only per¬ 
son left with this situation. 

“We have lost our Wednesday and Satur¬ 
day bus that called around the villages to 
take people to get their weekly shop, and 
now this. It’s a mile and a quarter walk to 
Nesscliffe village before the journey begins 
from Wilcott to the bus stop on the old A5. 
We seem to be very second class citizens in 
rural areas.” 

Zoe Welch, from Nesscliffe, said: “This 
information would have been more use¬ 
ful ahead of time and actually mentioned 
on the bus stops and buses of the route, 
rather than published on the same day the 
changes are taking effect. 

“Most people on the 70 route I spoke to 
had no idea.” 

Passengers said they had also been left 
without up to date timetables available on 
Arriva’s website. Keith Myatt, spokesman 
for Arriva, said timetables for the altered 
route had been put up in advance. 

He said: “Timetables were issued prior 
to services being changed and we put large 
posters up in Oswestry bus station and 
Shrewsbury bus station. 

“The changes were made following cus¬ 
tomer feedback asking for a fast connec¬ 
tion between Oswestry and Shrewsbury, 
particularly commuters wanting to get on 
further bus service and rail services.” 

Mr Myatt said there had been a problem 
with the company website but added that 
hard copies of the timetable had been made 
available. 


THE family of a young female soldier who 
died of a gunshot wound at a barracks noto¬ 
rious for accusations of bullying have asked 
a judge to exhume her body for a new inves¬ 
tigation into her death. 

Private Cheryl James, whose parents 
Des and Doreen James live at Llanymy- 
nech near Oswestry, was one of four young 
recruits who died at Deepcut Barracks in 
Surrey between 1995 and 2002. 

Lawyers for her family made the exhu¬ 
mation request at the preliminary hearing 
of a new inquest. 

Alison Foster QC, counsel for the family, 
said a forensic post mortem on the body 
could yield new ballistics evidence central 
to finding out how the 18-year-old came to 
be shot dead in November 1995. 


The new inquest in Woking, Surrey, is 
being presided over by the Recorder of Lon¬ 
don Judge Brian Barker. 

Judge Barker will now decide whether to 
retrieve the body for a pathologist to carry 
out a full forensic examination. 

Des James said: “The powers-that-be, 
the police and military, seemed to want 
everything swept under the carpet and 
showed no interest in unearthing the truth 
about what really happened. 

“I just need to know what happened to 
her, for all the facts to be properly analysed. 

“Cheryl deserves nothing less.” 

Pte James was the second of the four sol¬ 
diers to die, and had been undergoing ini¬ 
tial training with the Royal Logistic Corps 
at the barracks. 
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Quality Made to Measure 

ROLLER BLINDS WOODEN BLINDS 

CONSERVATORY VERTICAL BLINDS 

BLINDS ROMAN BLINDS 

VENETIAN PLEATED 

BLINDS BLINDS 

buyA 

Vertical Blinds/ 

: roller blinds 
Fitted from 

£199 

Perfect Fit Blinds 

FREE MEASURING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

Value for Money 
FAST Local Service 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING 

MADE TO MEASURE AND READY MADE CURTAINS 

MONTGOMERY FABRICS 

www.directblindsshropshire.co.uk 

m\ 01691 670257 m 

www.easyfitblinds.co.uk 

For Domestic & Commercial Premises 

6 Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 IRE 


David Davies & Sons 


FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

1 UPPER CHURCH 
STREET, OSWESTRY 

A PRIVATE FAMILY 
BUSINESS SINCE 1840 
~ DAY AND NIGHT 
SERVICE ~ 

TEL: 

( 01691)653116 


You'll love 
the 

increased 

business! 



Contact the Sales Team on 01691 668 095/090/092 
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CAMBRIAN FIREPLACES & APPLIANCES 



A WIDE RANGE 
OF GAS AND 
ELECTRIC FIRES 
ON DISPLAY WITH 
OVER 30 SUITES 
AND SURROUNDS 


REPAIRS TO GAS & 



znNussi 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
FROM 
£199 

BOSCH DC 


P] 



FREESTANDING & BUILT IN 


MULTIFUEL 
& WOOD 
BURNING 
STOVES 

burle^ 



GAS & 
ELECTRIC 
COOKERS 
FROM 
£199 


Gas Fire and Boiler Servicing & Landlord Certificate 


CONEY GREEN, OSWESTRY (01691) 655936 

OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM SATURDAY 9AM - 3PM CLOSED ALL DAY THURSDAY 
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e FEATURE & COMMENT 


BREEZE ABOUT 
TOWN 


I’ve long been an advocate of 
the use of CCTV cameras in the 
fight against crime so this week’s 
news that Dyfed Powys Police 
may pull the plug is a big shock. 

The force is considering plans 
to stop monitoring live CCTV 
cameras after a report found 
there was “little evidence” that 
they deterred crime. 

Police Commissioner Christo¬ 
pher Salmon is planning to pull 
out of funding the cameras after 
an independent investigation 
found their removal “did not re¬ 
sult in a significant rise in crime”. 

He even claims that footage 
rarely leads to convictions yet 
Welshpool’s local bobbies regu¬ 
larly monitor the Town Hall sys¬ 
tem - so does he really know 
what’s going on at ground level? 

How can it be that two Com¬ 
missioners can have such differ¬ 
ent opinions on CCTV because 
just over the Shropshire border 
in Oswestry the top man is even 
funding the system operated by 
Oswestry Town Council, see¬ 
ing it has a key tool in the fight 
against crime. 

Mr Salmon has recommended 
that funding is “ceased for active 
monitoring of CCTV” by April. He 
plans to keep the situation under 
review and consider any tech¬ 
nological developments such as 
mobile CCTV. 

Mr Salmon bullishly claims 
he’s put 30 more bobbies on the 
beat this year. Well I haven’t seen 
them and I doubt many other 
Powys inhabitants have either. 

The appointment of Commis¬ 
sioners was a very controversial 
one and in Powys Mr Salmon 
has done very little to change my 
mind that he is a very unneces¬ 
sary expense. 

Figures can be massaged to 
show exactly what you want. 
This is the same Mr Salmon who 
last week was announcing the 
closure of vital police stations in 
Powys so it would be interesting 
to know just where these new of¬ 
ficers are. 

Our beat bobbies have never 
been more frustrated, with con¬ 
stant obstacles put in their way 
as they try to do the good job 
they have always done in the 
border area. Just ask one and 
in confidence you might get the 
truth. 

News this week that a wom¬ 
an spent six hours trapped in 
her own bath after a fall should 
prove as a timely reminder to 
us all to keep an eye on elderly 
neighbours. 

It appears the woman fell 
into the bath while on a visit to 
the toilet and was only rescued 
when an observant postman re¬ 
alised she was missing. 

It’s hard being alone at any 
time of the year. 

We will all know someone who 
has spent the festive season 
alone so let’s make it our duty to 
look in on them. 

It costs nothing to be a good 
neighbour. 



Director of patient services Heather Palin, left, and 
Severn Hospice clinical nurse specialist Sarah Hill 


Day hospice sister Claire Sproston chatting 
with a patient in the day room 


Severn Hospice at Apley, Telford. The hospice also 
has a site in Bicton Heath, Shrewsbury. 


Hospice provides care at 
the most difficult times 



The Severn Hospice clinical nurse specialist team 


Many families in Shrop¬ 
shire and Mid Wales are in¬ 
debted to Severn Hospice. 
EMMA WALKER reports 


WHEN one man with an incura¬ 
ble illness wanted to die peace¬ 
fully in his shed, nurses from 
Severn Hospice made that 
dream possible. 

It is difficult to imagine what com¬ 
munities across Shropshire and Mid 
Wales would do without the free spe¬ 
cialist care and support provided by 
the hospice team. 

Not only do they offer in-patient care 
at their sites in Shrewsbury and Telford 
and a Hospice at Home service, demand 
is high for the extensive work the team of 
clinical nurse specialists carry out across 
our community. 

With a growing population and an in¬ 
creasing workload, the hospice team have 
cared for 23,000 people across Shropshire 
and Mid Wales since it first opened in 
1989. 

Fundraising 

That is the capacity of Shrewsbury 
Town, AFC Telford and Welshpool 
Town’s football grounds combined. 

Not to forget, it cost £9 million to run 
Severn Hospice last year - that’s £24,657 
per day. 

A huge £6.26 million of this was 
through fundraising, grants, money left 
in wills and the hospice’s supporters. 

Last year, Severn Hospice received 
£3.8 million from the NHS and for every 
£1 the team provided £3 worth of care to 
local people. 

An impressive 401 new patients were 
helped by the home care team last year, 
while 3,385 patients were visited at home 
by the clinical specialist nursing team. 


Sarah Hill, who works as one of the 
hospice’s 14 clinical nurse specialists, 
has a case load of between 25 and 40 
patients. 

They work alongside doctors and sup¬ 
port patients at home with advice and 
managing complex symptoms. 

Many people are not aware that in 
2011, Severn Hospice officially took 
over management of all Shropshire and 
Powys’s former Macmillan community 
based nurses. These nurses are now 
part of the clinical nurse specialist team 
after many years of working in close 
partnership together. 

Sarah said: “If you’ve got cancer and 
you’ve got a nurse coming out to you 
people think it must be through Mac¬ 
millan so people donate to Macmillan. 
We just want everyone to know what 
services we provide and that we are 
here if people want to donate into their 


own community.” Severn Hospice has 
eight in-patient beds in Telford at Apley 
Castle and 16 beds at Bicton Heath in 
Shrewsbury. 

Situated in the peaceful and 
award-winning gardens at Apley Castle, 
a remembrance book marks the day and 
name of each person who has passed 
away under their care. 

Heather Palin, director of patient 
services at Severn Hospice, said: “Hos¬ 
pice care is very specific. 

“They would get a different kind of 
care if elsewhere, for examples in a 
hospital or a nursing home. There is 
enormous pressure on hospitals and we 
provide a service that without, the hos¬ 
pital would have to offer and it would 
cost them a lot of money. There are al¬ 
ways patients that touch you more than 
others. 

“There are times that it gets to all of 


us. We get a lot of comfort from the dif¬ 
ference we make. 

“You learn to develop coping mecha¬ 
nisms and there is a high level of sup¬ 
port for staff and volunteers.” 

More people wish to die in their own 
homes and Severn Hospice is responding 
to that demand. 

Ms Palin added: “There is a lot of fear 
about going to a hospice as it is seen as a 
place where people go to die. 

“At the moment we are developing our 
community services, more people want 
to die at home and we are responding to 
that.” 

Response 

Hospice staff also work closely with a 
number of agencies and NHS commu¬ 
nity groups, such as the rapid response 
team. 

Their youngest patient at Apley Castle 
has been 19 and the average length a pa¬ 
tient stays in one of the wards is 12 days. 

Both hospices are considered a centre 
of excellence for palliative and end of 
life care. This year, the team have been 
celebrating their silver anniversary, 
marking 25 years of being there when 
it matters most for the people of Shrop¬ 
shire and North Powys. 

It first opened its doors to patients in 
1989 after a decade of fundraising by 
founder Sheila Laws. There are more 
than 4,000 day hospice attendees a year, 
and more than one third of inpatients 
become well enough to be discharged. 

Hospice at Home deploys nurses, com¬ 
plimentary therapists and occupational 
therapists to support patients who want 
to be cared for and die at home. 

Hospice wards are for patients who 
are experiencing complex symptoms or 
need a deeper assessment and support 
from the the multi disciplinary patient 
care team. 

Referrals for beds come from GPs, 
hospitals or community health services. 

And there are 1,000 volunteers that 
work across both sites in the network of 
shops and fundraisers. 


WORKING 
FOR YOU 



Owen Paterson MP 


As we come to the end of 
2014,1 would like to send all your 
readers good wishes. 

It’s been a tough year for 
many. 

But it is good that the econ¬ 
omy is growing strongly at last 
and locally unemployment con¬ 
tinues to fall below the national 
average. 

Wages are beginning to move 
ahead of prices. 

This means people will be 
genuinely better off. 

Employers 

We’ve notched up a few wins, 
with the new direct train service 
to Shrewsbury, a new university 
for Shropshire opening its doors 
in Shrewsbury, expansion by 
Muller, one of our biggest local 
employers and the prospect of 
new employment in Shropshire 
as a result of the new JLR fac¬ 
tory. 

Shropshire Council is doing a 
good job on keeping costs and 
Council Tax down. 

They are helping to encourage 
county entrepreneurs and I con¬ 
tinue to work closely with them. 

At the regular health meetings 
that I chair, I can see the new GP 
Commissioning Group working 
effectively. 

Sadly 80,000 people are in¬ 
jured nationally over the Christ¬ 
mas period (including a stag¬ 
gering 1,000 people hurt by 
Christmas Trees). 

So I am pleased to see that 
the Oswestry Minor Injuries Unit 
has now extended its weekend 
opening hours over Christmas 
and New Year. 

For me, it has been a bit of a 
year, with emergency eye sur¬ 
gery and the loss of my Cabinet 
post. 

Freedom 

But I am beginning to enjoy 
the freedom to speak my mind. 

And I now have more time and 
energy to devote to North Shrop¬ 
shire, which is a thoroughly good 
thing. 

The first part of 2015 will no 
doubt be dominated by election¬ 
eering. And I can guarantee that 
you will all be sick of the sight 
and sound of politicians by May, 
so I will try not to be too intru¬ 
sive! In the meantime, I would 
like to wish you all a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 
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OBTAINING MAXIMUM COMPENSATION 
FOR YOU IS WHAT WE DO.... 
and our proven track record shows we do it well! 


www.ghplegal.co.uk 

37-39 Willow Street, Oswestry SY11 1AQ 
T: 01691 659194 E: oswestry@ghplegal.com 


Lexcel 






Advertisement 

CAN I GET COMPENSATION FOR INJURIES SUSTAINED IN HIT AND RUN ATTACK? 

Q: Last year I was attacked when I was in Liverpool. A man grabbed my handbag, punched me and threw me to the ground. I suffered 
a dislocated jaw and lost 2 teeth in the attack. The man ran off and although I reported it to the police they could not trace him. Is there 
anything I can do? 

A: You can apply for compensation through a governmental body named the ‘Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority.’ This seeks to 
compensate those who have suffered personal injury as a result of a crime of violence. It does not necessarily matter that the Police do not 
know the assailant’s identity or that they were unable to prosecute him. 

The application must be submitted to the CICA who will investigate by obtaining relevant records, such as Police and Medical records. The 
CICA will then decide whether it is more likely than not that you suffered the injury as a result of the crime of violence. 

Compensation is calculated by reference to list of fixed levels of compensation for different injuries. You may also be entitled to claim for loss 
of earnings if you have been off work for more than 28 weeks. The CICA can however reduce or withhold compensation where the applicant 
has, for example, not reported the incident to the Police. 


You usually have just 2 years from the date of incident to start a CICA claim but this can be extended with good reason or if you were a child. 
The CICA will seek to avoid making an award if possible so if you wish to pursue a claim it would be advisable for you to contact a local firm 
of solicitors to ensure that the application is put forward in the best possible way. 


Further information relating to this question is available from Nicholas Kennan, a Solicitor Advocate with GHP Legal. 
For information relating to any other legal matter please call GHP Legal on 01691 659194 or visit www.ghplegal.com 
For Personal Injury and Family matters we offer a FREE legal diagnostic clinic every Wednesday 12-3pm 
(no appointment necessary). GHP Legal holds the Law Society Lexcel Quality Mark Accreditation 
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Labour's 
borders 
plan is 
too late 

THE Labour party wants 
a thousand more border 
guards if elected says Yvette 
Cooper. 

Do I detect a whiff of hy¬ 
pocrisy? 

Do I hear the sound of sta¬ 
ble doors banging after the 
horses have bolted? 

Considering Labour al¬ 
lowed thousands of people 
in, possibly hoping that eco¬ 
nomic migrants may be less 
likely to vote Tory. 

European Human rights 
legislation backed by our 
legal aid hamstrings our 
legal system, to the extent 
we cannot even get rid of 
terrorists easily. 

European judges gleefully 
bat back appeal after appeal. 

It takes so long that asy¬ 
lum seekers have children. 

They acquire pets and de¬ 
velop gender issues. 

They do so to claim the 
“right to family life” or 
claim they “will be perse¬ 
cuted if they return”. 

British governments, un¬ 
like other European ones 
obey diktats to the letter. 

We need rid of this Euro¬ 
pean mess. 

We need to get back to 
sovereign British judge-led 
law of precedence and juris¬ 
prudence. 

Faults this certainly had, 
but decent High Court ap¬ 
peal judges could often be 
trusted to act in this coun¬ 
try’s interest. 

With no change, even if 
more people are detected, 
I suggest these guards will 
oversee keeping more in 
than out. 

D G SMITH 

Oswestry 

Fears over 
new power 

WITH plans for gas explo¬ 
ration, fracking, wind tur¬ 
bines and solar farms de¬ 
feated by Nimby campaigns, 
where is the power to come 
from if coal and the nuclear 
generation are scrapped? 

You can bet your life 
the same people who are 
celebrating victories over 
refusals will be the first to 
shout loudest when, not if, 
the lights go out all over 
Britain! They, and the Gov¬ 
ernment are living in cloud 
cuckoo land thinking the 
mild weather will go on for¬ 
ever. It won’t. 

W F KERSWELL 

Picklescott 


People should show appreciation 


THERE seems to be quite an extreme 
form of stereotyping where the young¬ 
er generation and pensioners are con¬ 
cerned. 

I admit that I have been very lucky. 
I had extremely reliable parents who 
brought me up, I believe, sensibly and 
with love. 

We didn’t always get what we 
wanted and, though, it was not always 
full of joy, we lived with what we were 
given without complaint because that 
is what life is surely all about. 

You don’t expect to get your parents 
into debt buying things that they re¬ 


ally can’t afford. When my brothers 
and I left home it meant my mother 
and father had more money, so they 
could afford to do the things that they 
wanted to do. As has been stated when 
I was younger there were no mobile 
phones or computers which enable to¬ 
day’s youngsters to talk to others all 
over the world. 

All we had for entertainment was 
what we could make for ourselves oth¬ 
erwise it was an old black and white 
television, or the radio, which then 
had a lot more variety of entertain¬ 
ment programmes. 


If, after bringing up our children, we 
cannot spend some of our hard earned 
pension on what we want without 
those of the younger generation going 
around criticising us after we’ve spent 
most of our adult life and cash trying 
to bring them up and give them as 
good a start to their lives as we can, 
then I really do fear for the future of 
parenting in this country. 

Perhaps the youngsters should show 
more appreciation before they sit in 
judgment on us. 

MARTIN EDDIES 
Shrewsbury 


Market study carried out by students 



Oswestry’s markets were the subject of a detailed study in 1978. The project was carried out by business stu¬ 
dents at Oswestry College of Further Education. Here are six of those students - from left, Jane Valentine, Bar¬ 
bra Gardner, Joy Morris, Mrs Rosa Murgatroyd and Stephen Egerton; foreground, Wendy Farthing. 


Carers are 
not able to 
take action 

MANY people who have 
never thought of striking 
have gone on strike in re¬ 
cent months. Most have 
done their best to ensure 
that others have not been 
too disrupted and certainly 
not put at risk. 

Carers must be among 
those who have no chance 
to strike. 

Many are not paid a 
penny, most have too little 
support in what they have 
to contend with. They want 
to do their best to make the 
lives of those they love as 
comfortable as possible. 

What would the result 
be if they all went on strike 
and had at least one hour 
to themselves, with no pro¬ 
vision of unpaid cover for 
those they care for? 

NAME AND ADDRESS 

SUPPLIED 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

EMAIL 

Readers’ Letters, 


Oswestry Chronicle, 

letters@oswestry 

Ketley, 

chronicle.co.uk 

Telford, TF1 5HU 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 

number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Bible Prophecies 
have been fulfilled 

THE facts are that the Bible is an accurate historical re¬ 
cord as proved by archaeology. 

It contains many prophecies that have been accurately 
fulfilled. It contains a united message though recorded 
over a long period by 60 writers. 

It has not altered over time like human books which have 
to be changed. 

Many writers of the Bible were persecuted and none 
gained financially from their work. 

They recorded the word because they believed it was 
right and it was their duty. 

PETER KEEN 

Oswestry 


Thanks for 
all of your 
generosity 

THE Oswestry & District 
Branch of Shropshire Vol¬ 
untary Helping Hand Asso¬ 
ciation would like to express 
their appreciation to the 
customers of Oswestry’s 
Sainsbury’s store who sup¬ 
ported a recent Friday fund¬ 
raising collection. 

Our organisation for dis¬ 
abled persons is depend¬ 
ent on the generosity of 
local people to finance the 
monthly free outings involv¬ 
ing wheelchair users and 
their carers. Thanks to the 
staff for their co-operation 
on the day when £324 was 
collected. 

People with disabilities 
and mobility difficulties can 
contact (01691) 659562 or 
(01691) 657597 for details 
of free membership. 

MIKE GRIFFITHS 

Chairman 


Give US 

back our 
say on 

decisions 

CHARLOTTE Barnes, Lib 
Dem candidate for Ludlow, 
tells us that denying MPs a 
vote on the issue to keep the 
European Arrest Warrant 
was wrong! 

You will note that there is 
no mention of the electorate 
having a vote on the subject 
and is indicative of the at¬ 
titude of the politicians of 
our three major parties who 
have ignored public opinion 
on all European Union mat¬ 
ters for the last 40 years. 

Fundamental to our con¬ 
stitution is the Queen in 
Parliament and our laws 
being made by our MPs in 
the Commons, by its au¬ 
thority and regulation and 
its judges declaring common 
law. 

We elect MPs every five 
years to support this sys¬ 
tem, full stop. 

They have clearly failed 
to do so. 

They have no mandate to 
transfer the sovereignty of 
this country away from this 
island, no mandate to allow 
unelected, (by us), foreign¬ 
ers to make our laws. 

We have the farcical sit¬ 
uation now of the law that 
rules the British Isles being 
made in Brussels by 26 Eu¬ 
ropean politicians, one Irish 
politician and one British 
politician, the only one we 
are allowed to vote for! 

These laws are dispatched 
to Westminster with the 
clear orders that we cannot 
refuse or even amend them. 

This is democracy? 

BOB WYDELL 

Oswestry 

Dim driving 
in the dark 

WHY do so many drive cars 
with only one headlight 
working? 

Surely the MOT test 
should prevent this. 

Others insist on driving 
with only sidelights until 
it’s pitch dark. 

How stupid and danger¬ 
ous. 

People in cars are also 
responsible for the horri¬ 
ble amount of litter on our 
verges. 

It sickens me how they 
spoil our lovely countryside 
apart from the harm that is 
caused to wildlife. 

The culprits should be 
made to live in the city. 
RON JONES 

St Martins 



TOaLLy vwcqid 


at Good Vibrations 


JOIN THE M 
EVOLUTION ~ T*- wf 

A MEW WAY TO SMOKE... 

... ANYWHERE! E . C | GS & e-LIQUIDS 

We sell the World’s Best Electronic Cigarettes, 
E-liquid Flavours and E-Cig Accessories 

31 Leg Street, Oswestry, Shropshire. 01691 679436 




FLOORING V 

LAMINATE - ENGINEERED OAK - SOLID OAK 


ENGINEERED OAK DOORS FROM I SOLID OAK DOORS 
£19.99 PER SQ M + VAT I FROM £27.99 PER SQ M + VAT 


TIMBER 

SOLID OAK SKIRTING - ARCHITRAVES - PLANK 




INTERNAL & 
EXTERNAL* 
DOORS 

OAK* HEMLOC 
HARDWOOD 

DOOR 
FURNITURE 

PEWTER-DEESWAX 
CHROME-GRASS 

OPEN TO RETAIL AND 
TRADE CUSTOMERS 


£1 


Call into our showroom at 

Unit 6 Maes Y Clawdd, 

Mile End Business Park, 

Oswestry 

01691 657700 


IMfcsiy 


BRITISH 
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Delight at 
county's 
birth care 
statistics 

NEARLY two thirds of wom¬ 
en who have given birth in 
Shropshire since April have 
done so without the need for 
surgical intervention. 

There are five Mid¬ 
wife-Led Units - or MLUs- 
in Shropshire. They are 
in Bridgnorth, Ludlow, 
Oswestry, Shrewsbury and 
Telford, with one consult¬ 
ant-led unit at the new £28 
million Women and Chil¬ 
dren’s Centre at Telford’s 
Princess Royal Hospital. 

Wendy Cutchie, lead 
midwife for MLUs, said: 
“Our aim at our MLUs 
in Bridgnorth, Ludlow, 
Oswestry, Shrewsbury 
and Telford is to provide a 
homely atmosphere for low- 
risk pregnancy, labour and 
birth. 

“Pregnant women are 
given one-to-one care dur¬ 
ing labour, are involved at 
all stages of their pregnancy 
in making decisions about 
their care, and are treated 
with kindness and compas¬ 
sion at all times. 

“Shropshire has one of 
the lowest Caesarean sec¬ 
tion rates in the UK and the 
majority of births that take 
place on the consultant unit 
are not assisted.” 

“In the year 2014/15, up 
until the end of November, 
65 per cent of births have 
been normal, unassisted 
deliveries,” the health chief 
added. 


By Andrew Morris 


SENIOR citizens in Welshpool will be celebrating the new year in 
style with a party. Welshpool’s older residents will be invited to the 
party on January 27 in the town hall by entertainer and town resident 
Alan Crowe. 

Mr Crowe has held the popular annual event for a number of years and often brings one 
of his celebrity friends with him on the day, and in the past they have included singers, 
actors and sports stars. In previous years th§ mystery guests, have included popular TV 
_ Irish comeaian Jimmy Cricket, while actor 

and entertainer Tony Barton has also ap¬ 
peared while former world champion boxer 
John H Stracey has also come to Welshpool 
in the past. 

To raise funding for the event and let 
people know about the occasion, a coffee 
morning was held in Welshpool Town Hall 
recently. Among those attending the event 
were Browen Poole, Gwenda Jones and 
Councillor Ann Holloway. 

Mr Crowe said: “We held a coffee morning 
to raise funds towards the event and there 
were a number of stalls selling table deco¬ 
rations, cakes, new handbags, homemade 
produce and much more. 

“Tickets will now be going on sale for the 
new year party which is an event I thor¬ 
oughly enjoy organising in the town. 

“It is great to get the older folk together 
to celebrate the new year. 

“They have food and drinks and enter¬ 
tainment and I have managed to use my 
contacts in the past to bring some celebrity 
names to the town in the past.” 

“I would urge people to watch this space,” 
he added. For information about tickets and 
for more details about the event, contact Mr 
Crowe by calling him on 07782 166342. 


Carers given 
moped offer 

CARERS in Powys will be getting on their 
bikes to help more clients thanks to a pilot 
scheme being rolled out. 

Abacare Care Agency is providing mopeds 
to its carers who would like to take on more 
hours but don’t have the transport to get 
further afield. Peter Angelides, managing 
director of Abacare, said: “Our carers do a 
fantastic job of providing support to our ser¬ 
vice users. Some of them would like to work 
more hours, visiting more service users, but 
unfortunately can’t do so because of lack 
of transport so we have come up with the 
idea of helping them to purchase their own 
transport with easy to pay instalments and 
no interest. 

“Staff will need to take a CBT test, which 
we will pay for.They will then pay £25 
per week for eight months for use of the 
moped.” 


Bronwen Poole, Gwenda Jones, Alan Crowe and Ann Holloway at the coffee morning 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Charity evening 
will aid veterans 

A CHARITY evening in 
honour of Oswestry-born 
World War One poet Wil¬ 
fred Owen will help raise 
cash to help current vet¬ 
erans. 

The Reverend Canon 
Mark Oakley, Chancellor 
of St Paul’s Cathedral and 
the current president of 
the Shropshire Horticul¬ 
tural Society, will host the 
event at Shrewbury’s St 
Chad’s Church. The event, 
which is being held on Jan¬ 
uary 16, will raise funds for 
Combat Stress, the charity 
that cares for veterans suf¬ 
fering mental illness. 

During the evening, 
which starts at 6.30pm, Dr 
Guy Cuthbertson, the bi¬ 
ographer of Wilfred Owen, 
will speak on Owen and 
Shropshire. 

Listen sessions 
details released 

THE spring 2015 pro¬ 
gramme of Time to Lis¬ 
ten sessions will begin at 
Gobowen Library on Jan¬ 
uary 21. 

The group will meet 
from 10.30am to 11.30am. 
The monthly sessions are 
free to attend and feature 
stories for adults read 
aloud, from classic fiction 
to modern tales and poetry. 

Upcoming themes in¬ 
clude trips out and walls. 
For more information, 
contact Gobowen li¬ 
brary on (01691) 653388 
or Oswestry library on 
(01691) 677388, or email 
oswestry.library@shrop- 
shire.gov.uk 


New year party organised 
for town's senior citizens 
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Football 
club helps 
students’ 
learning 

STUDENTS are learning 
in an unusual classroom 
- a football ground near 
Oswestry. 

The New Saints Football 
Club has teamed up with 
the Marches School to pro¬ 
vide vocational studies out¬ 
side the classroom. 

In a six-week programme 
the students will study 
health and nutrition and 
basic first aid skills before 
going into the gym to design 
workouts and learn about 
coaching and development. 

They will also take part 
in a football session and 
even help design a new 
woodland area at the club’s 
ground. 

Support from the West 
Mercia Police and Crime 
Commissioner has led to 
the TNS Community Foun¬ 
dation creating the pro¬ 
gramme, further student 
learning. 

Students will also be 
working on a woodland area 
situated at The Venue, cre¬ 
ating footpaths, clearing 
areas and designing walk¬ 
ways for the public. 

They will create designs 
and proposals for an attrac¬ 
tion area suitable for winter 
walks, summer visits and 
play provision for local fam¬ 
ilies to enjoy, writing bids 
to apply for materials and 
support. 

Andy Hall, director of 
house and vocational stud¬ 
ies at The Marches School, 
said students would gain 
invaluable work experience 
from the project. 


Choir's fundraising effort 
hits right note for charity 


A LADIES’ choir has raised £3,500 for the 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust after a member’s rela¬ 
tive who suffers with the condition received 
a lung transplant. 

The Castle Belles choir from Llanfair Caereinion 
held an evening of song and dance in October and 
have now handed over a cheque to Dom Kavanagh 
for the Cystic Fitrosis By p am KinBS | ey 


Trust. 

Mr Kavanagh, whose 
sister-in-law sings in the 
choir, works for the char¬ 
ity as a clinical care advisor 
and this summer received 
a life-changing lung trans¬ 
plant. 

He said: “I’m one of four 
in our family born with 
cystic fibrosis, and sadly my 
three brothers died from 
CF. I have been lucky in 
being diagnosed at birth 
and benefitted from the 
best treatments from day 
one and from important 
advances in treatments in 
recent years. 

“Thanks also to the ex¬ 
pertise and commitment of 
my specialist CF NHS team 
at Birmingham Heartlands 
Hospital, supported by the 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust’s vital 
work. 

“I received my double 
lung transplant in July 
after 13 months on the 
active transplant waiting 
list. I had six false calls 
which resulted in six trips 
to Queen Elizabeth Hos¬ 
pital Transplant Centre 
in Birmingham where the 


donor lungs were sadly not 
of sufficient quality for safe 
transplant, or I was too un¬ 
well to undergo surgery at 
that particular time. 

“But on the seventh call 
in July, it all came together. 

“The transplant team and 
surgeon at Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital have been and 
continue to be magnificent, 
helping to ensure a good 
outcome from transplant 
and in their after care.” 

He added: “This is a truly 
exceptional fundraising 
effort by the Castle Belles 
and so good that such an 
entertaining event can raise 
significant funds to support 
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust’s 
vital work in investing in 
cutting edge research to de¬ 
velop improved treatments 
for people like me with CF 
and drive up standards of 
clinical care. 

“I’m very grateful on a 
personal level for Castle 
Belles’ wonderful support, 
as is the Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust.” 



Castle Belles choir leader Elaine Buckland, left, presents the cheque to Cystic Fibrosis Trust fundraiser Nicola 
Davies, watched by members of the group 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Health watchdog 
tells of worries 

A HEALTH watchdog has 
seen a large increase in 
the number of concerns 
and questions about health 
and social care services in 
Shropshire 

Healthwatch Shropshire 
has received hundreds of 
comments submitted by 
members of the public in 
recent months. 

Concerns about the 
shortage of NHS dentists 
in Shropshire contributed 
to NHS England’s decision 
to fund additional provi¬ 
sion in the county, accord¬ 
ing to Jane Randall-Smith, 
chief officer for Health- 
watch Shropshire. 

She also revealed that 
concerns raised about two 
care homes in the county 
led to a report and recom¬ 
mendations by Health- 
watch Shropshire to the 
providers. 

Group is told of 
old hall’s history 

MEMBERS of Welshpool & 
District U3A enjoyed a talk 
from Gary Ball about Ty 
Mawr Medieval Hall, near 
Castle Careinion, at their 
latest meeting. 

The timber-framed hall 
was originally constructed 
in 1460 using local trees 
which would have been cut 
then assembled in a fram¬ 
ing yard and the building 
then thatched. In 1485 
Henry VIII marched past 
it on his way to the Battle 
of Bosworth. 

In 1971 Dr Peter Smith 
was passing the now-ru¬ 
ined building, recognised 
its age and instigated its 
restoration, done by the 
Powis Estate. 
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The Village, Mardol, Shrewsbury SY1 1PU 

01743 242666 

www. I istersi interiors. com 


/./ UNICORN Vi 
LAUNDERETTE LTD M 

Unicorn Road, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2DG 

Telephone: 07708157553 


STRESSED OUT AFTER CHRISTMAS AND 
THE NEW YEAR? 

LET US DO YOUR WASHING OR IRONING! 


(Service Wash Available) 

JUST DROP YOUR WASHING OR IRONING OFF WITH OUR 
MANAGERESS AND WE WILL DO THE REST 

This service is open 5 days a week 9am-5pm (4pm Friday) 
The Launderette for Self Service is 
open 7 days a week 7.30am - 8pm 

We can arrange pick up and drop off of your laundry 

WE WASH FOOTBALL AND SPORTS KIT! 




^ Vittle 




UNICORN 

LAUNDRETTE 


V 





Pleased to do your washing and ironing and will 
help you with any other enquiries 
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Shoppers enjoying huge savings 


Advertisement feature 


CAST aside the post-Christmas 
blues and show your home some 
love by grabbing a bargain at the 
Alan Ward winter sale. 

Staff at the furniture and homeware 
store in Shrewsbury are enjoying the last 
and biggest sale of the year with huge 
sale savings across all departments. 

As the largest independent furniture store in 
Shropshire, Alan Ward prides itself on a range 
of products as diverse as its customers. 

The flagship showroom in Ennerdale Road 
boasts all of the leading brands as well as 
showcasing the latest trends - all under one 
roof with a coffee shop too. 

And shoppers have certainly been enjoying 
the shopping experience since the biggest sale 
of the year was launched on Boxing Day with 
prices slashed by up to 50 per cent. 

Flagship 

The opening day was one of the busiest in 
the company’s 44 year history and staff are 
now looking forward to a busy year ahead. 

Shoppers are urged to visit the flagship store 
before January 5 to take advantage of extra 
discounts. 

Whether you are looking for high fashion, 
contemporary or traditional styled furniture 
and accessories, for a living room, dining 
room, bedroom or study - staff at Alan Ward 
are ready to offer help and advice. 

The store is home to all the famous brands The flagship showroom boasts all of the leading brands Alan Ward prides itself on a range of products as diverse as its customers 

including Neptune, Ercol, Parker Knoll, Du- . 

resta, Calvin Klein rugs, Harris Tweed, Tet- They come into store with a colour and The first floor bedroom department has Whilst stylish bedroom packages are also products in our Joseph Joseph cookware range 
rad, Vi-Spring, Tempur and many more. perhaps a style or theme in mind and we can over 100 beds and bedroom furniture ranges proving a hit with customers, with complete continue to prove a favourite with customers 

Thousands of products have been marked develop that into something special - others to choose from. sets starting from just £499 for the South Cove and is perfect for adding a modern touch to any 

down to give people the chance to kick start ma y n °t know where to start and we inspire For those looking for bedroom inspiration bedframe with two three-drawer bedside cabi- kitchen. 

their interior design. them.’’From leading brands in the specialist the Limoges bedroom furniture collection with nets in a crisp white finish. “Our Nespresso machines were popular be- 

A store spokesman said: “With our expertise cookshop to statement mirrors , table lamps lightly distressed painted finished inspired by Many people have been heading for the fore Christmas and are even more popular in 

and the personal shopper service people are re- an d light-fittings and more than 100 different the best of 18th century French design is prov- in-store cookshop to spend their Christmas the sale. You can have the perfect cup of coffee 

ally finding their love for interior design again sofas, chairs and corner groups, Alan Ward has ing extremely popular for “a sophisticated and money and gift vouchers in the sale. at home every time - what a great way to im- 

which is great. something for all tastes and budgets. light look” for their room. “The bright colours and extensive range of press friends,” she said. 



IfEADOW^IEW M ) 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

Meadow View Windows has now been trading for over 18 years and offer top 
quality service with the home improvement market. If you require any further 
information about the services we offer; please contact a member of staff. 


■ MADE TO MEASURE REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

• VARIOUS TYPES OF DOORS 

• AVAILABLE IN TIMBER, UPVC AND ALUMINIUM 

• CONSERVATORIES/PORCHES/CARPORTS/CANOPIES 

• FASCIA AND SOFFIT REPLACEMENT 

> BUILDING SERVICES/EXTENSIONS/CONVERSIONS/PATIOS 




A Guardian™ Roof will literally transform your conservatory Gua lfi]? 
into a comfortable, practical all year round living space... 8£r 


In just a few days we will transform your old 
conservatory into a beautiful garden room... 
...and here’s how we do it, first of all we remove 
the roof, we will then construct and install the 
lightweight aluminium frame, next we add the 
high performance insulated roof before the 
interior is finished to your specification. 


Extra living space can mean a lounge, dining room, study, 
kitchen, playroom, hideaway, in fact whatever you want it to 
be. With a Guardian™ Roof in place, you’ve not just got more 
options - you’ve transformed your home! 

• Thermally efficient for lower heating bills 

• Fully guaranteed 

• Choice of exterior finish to match your home 

• Extends your ground floor living area 


Welshpool Shrewsbury BRONHAUL YARD, BROOK STREET, 
01938 556555 01743368700 WELSHPOOL, POWYS SY21 7PH 

Web: www.meadowviewwindows.co.uk 


NEW YEAR, NEW YOU! 


Fast Track Courses starting w/c 12th January 2015 

Gain your qualification by the summer 2015 and progress with 
us in September 2015 


CHOOSE FROM: 


• L1/L2 Diploma in Beauty Therapy, 
Oswestry Campus 

• L1/L2 Diploma in Bricklaying, 
Oswestry Campus 

• Entry Level - Level 2 Building 
Blocks to an Apprenticeship, 
Oswestry Campus 

• L1/L2 Diploma in Hairdressing, 
Oswestry Campus 


L1/L2 Diploma in Hospitality & 
Catering, Oswestry Campus 

L3 Diploma in Uniformed 
Services, Oswestry Campus 

L2 Certificate in Animal Care, 
Walford Campus 

L1/L2 Diploma in Motor Vehicle, 
Walford Campus 

L3 Diploma in Outdoor 
Adventure, Walford Campus 


• Motorcycle Maintenance - 5 week short courses. Basic January, 
Intermediate February and Advanced April 

• L3 Access to Higher Education at Oswestry Campus and Wem Learning 
Centre -1 Year course 

The Access course is designed to get people into University. Career 
progression can include Nursing, Paramedicine, Midwifery and Social Work. 
Students can also progress to Degree’s in Pyschology. 


For all the latest news, like us on f facebook/wnscollege 
or follow us on B twitter @wnscollege 
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WALFORDdr NORTH 

Shropshire 

-COLLEGE- 


01691 688 080 

admissions@wnsc.ac.uk 
Apply now via the website 

www.wnsc.ac.uk 

































The Lion Quays Hotel and Spa has a picturesque canal-side setting 


Stay for one day 
to get fit for life 



First class facilities are available at the Lion Quays Hotel and Spa 


Advertising Feature 


THE party season is now 
over and it’s now time for you 
and your family to rejuvenate 
and recharge your batteries 
for the New Year. 

Has too much Christmas indul¬ 
gence made you feel sluggish and 
wanting to take a healthier ap¬ 
proach to 2015? 

Then Lion Quays has the answer! 
Lion Quays Country Club delivers 
a unique mix of world class facilities 
and unrivalled one-to-one expertise, 
providing you with every opportunity 
to enjoy a healthy lifestyle. Motiva¬ 
tion from other like-minded people is 
never far away thanks to our extensive 
programme of group exercise classes. 

How about trying a class from our 
new Les Mills Grit Series, designed to 
burn fat and rapidly improve athletic 
capacity. Sounds too strenuous? 

How about more of a holistic ap¬ 
proach to health and wellbeing with 
our Yoga and Pilates classes which 
will leave you feeling toned, relaxed 
and renewed. Or a swim in our lux¬ 
urious 25 metre pool then a relaxing 
Jacuzzi, sauna and steam. It is not 
about quick fixes here at Lion Quays. 

We are committed to support you 
through your health, fitness and life¬ 
style adaptations. New to our 2015 
timetable is Lion Quays’ very own 
Slimming Club. 

Join the team for ‘Weigh-in Wednes¬ 
day’ for nutritional advice, exercise 
tips and weight tracker in confidence 
from our experts. Why not get fit with 
the family and come on down to Lion 
Quays and enjoy a free leisure day 
on us. Just call Suzanne on 01691 
684400 to arrange your day. Looking 
forward to seeing you there! 

2015 is a fresh start for many of us. 
An opportunity to see ourselves in a 
new and different light. 

In our busy lives work and fami¬ 
lies are always the priority. 2015 is 
a chance to do things differently and 
allow the teams at the Leisure Club & 
Spa to help you along the way. 

Feeling better about yourself may 
mean looking good on the outside; im¬ 
proving your fitness or changing your 
diet to eat more healthily. We would 
like to be a part of your New Year res¬ 
olution to help you achieve your goal 
in 2015 whatever it may be. 

In the Spa we have introduced some 
new beauty treatments to help you 
look good in 2015. 


A Moroccan spray tan at £25 is a 
spray tan that nourishes the skin. Lift 
your spirits with a warm summer glow 
this winter. Geleration nails treat¬ 
ment at £30 is long lasting and resil¬ 
ient. Choose your new season polish 
from our Jessica collection. 

We have intimate waxing at £25. 
We are pleased to introduce Brazilian 
and Hollywood waxing to our beauty 
menu. A personal treatment with our 
trained specialists to enhance your 
look. Bare minerals make up applica¬ 
tion costs £25 and gives a professional 
colour match to even your complexion, 
great to combat winter skin and an el¬ 
egant finish to eyes and lips. 

Our Look Good, Feel Good Beauty 
£50 package runs from Monday to Fri¬ 
day from January 1 to March 31 allow¬ 
ing you to take some time for yourself 
and choose three out of the above four 
beauty treatments. Some of you may 
wish to leave the Christmas festivities 
behind and restore balance to your 
mind and body. Our Quay to a New 
You £85 package runs from Monday 
to Sunday from January 1 to February 


28. It includes a full day use of all spa 
facilities with robe and slippers. Lunch 
is included. Sip a fruit tea in our spa 
lounge awaiting your Detox ritual. 

Ritual begins with warm lemon in¬ 
fused towels to the feet; body brushing 
to exfoliate and stimulate the circula¬ 
tion; a body massage with a warmed 
flow balm to improve drainage and 
purify and to finish, a power cleanse 
facial. A detox smoothie is included. 

Our For Your Eyes Only £85 pack¬ 
age runs from Monday to Sunday from 
January 1 to January 31. Winter is the 
perfect time to give some tender loving 
care to your eyes and restore moisture 
and nourishment to this delicate area. 

The package includes a 60 minute 
Decleor Vitamin Glow facial including 
a free re-vital eyes treatment, full day 
use of all spa facilities with robe and 
slippers. Lunch is included. £20 is re¬ 
deemable on this package to purchase 
products from the Decleor range on the 
day. In the Leisure Club we have an 
enthusiastic team focussed on helping 
you achieve your goals as well as mem¬ 
bership offers. 



Detox Ritual - 75 minutes: 

Hot towel to the feet 
Full body brush exfoliation 
Hot Stone Massage 
Face Detox 


GET THAT FEEL 
GOOD FEELING 

with these great offers at LQ 

Don't let the January blues get you down! Recharge your batteries at Lion Quays luxury spa, 
with these very special offers on some revitalising therapy packages.... all at refreshingly 
low prices. Plus a great offer on Health Club membership too. Just the right start to the year, 
blowing away the cobwebs and bringing back the feel-good factor! 


FOR YOUR 
EYES ONLY 


Buffet lunch in Nico's 
Decleor Classic Facial with 
free winter 'Re-vital Eyes' 
treatment (60 minutes) 


A unique Decleor Eye Care 
duo kit to take home 
Robes and slippers 
Monday to Sunday 


I Jan - 31 Jan 2015 £85 per person 


SNOW 
MUCH FUN 


Buffet lunch in Nico's 
Hot chocolate with a cookie 
Mud Rasul treatment 
30 minute Hot Stone Back 
Massage 


Robes & slippers 
Monday to Friday only 


1 Jan 


28 Feb 2015 


£55 per person 


Detox Smoothie 
Lunch in Nico's 
Sun Meadow experience 








£85 per person 


1 Jan 


28 Feb 2015 


All spa packages includ 


Full access to Lion Quays Spa facilities including 25m heated 
swimming pool, poolside Jacuzzi and 75 station gym studio 
Unlimited use of the Spa Thermal Suite with snow cave, 
experience showers, hydrotherapy pool, starlit livello steam 
room, sauna and Sanarium 


Joining Lion Quays Health Club could be the best thing you do in 2015! You'll have 
year round access to all our fabulous gym and leisure facilities, plus support and 
service from our specialist teams of trainers and therapists. Don't just think it - do it! 


GET ALL OF THIS FREE 


Join as an LQ member in January or February and receive the 
following package worth £100: 


1 x sports massage 

1 x fitness starter pack including gym bottle, bag and sweat towel 

2 x personal training sessions 

4 x leisure day passes for family and friends to join you 
2 x Spa Thermal Suite passes 

MEMBERSHIPS FROM £37.50 PER MONTH - JOIN US NOW! 


Jan - 28 Feb 2015 


FIND OUT MORE NOW 

CALL 01691 684300 

^^^|lionquays.co.uk 


LQ 

LION QUAYS HOTEL & SPA 


Lion Quays Hotel & Spa, Weston Rhyn,Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3EN T: 01691 684300 E: info@lionquays.co.uk 
LionQuays IT* LionQuaysHotel&Spa 
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Firm has fine history of service 



Advertising Feature 


E.C. Hollywells was established in 
1957 by Ted Hollywell, who, on com¬ 
pleting his national service was lent 
an oak hand cart by a family friend 
so that he could pick up settees 
for him to re-upholster back at his 
workshop. The cart is still proudly 
on display in the shop’s extensive 
carpet department. 

Ted learned to upholster as an apprentice 
with Mr Bough who had the workshop which is 
now a studio back at the ‘Raven’, the black and 
white house on the traffic lights. Soon after, he 
opened a shop in Beatrice Street which could 
only be described as a large rabbit warren 
selling all manner of home articles.In 1986 he 
bought the old Co-op building with its magnifi¬ 
cent frontage and sweeping staircase. This still 
houses the business today, which has been ex¬ 
tended over the last two decades into probably 
the biggest premises in Oswestry town centre. 

Awareness 

Some older members of Oswestry will re¬ 
member the 50-mile walks Ted organised to 
help build up awareness of E.C. Hollywells’ 
name. 

Several prizes were on offer, many won by 
the Wildgoose brothers. 

The first lady home was Mrs Hughes whilst 
carrying her shopping basket and all the pubs 
on the route ran dry. 

On display there are over 100 sofas, sofa 
beds and chairs, multiple ranges of living and 
bedroom furniture and a huge choice in beds, 
many with Memory Foam, sumptuous wool 
and silk, with an extensive range of prices to 
suit our customers’ needs. 

In a separate warehouse there are over 75 
rolls of carpet and vinyl. 

On the ground floor there is an extensive 
range of lift/rise recliners with 15 different 


models to try and several electrically adjusta¬ 
ble beds in the bed section. 

Due to the fact E.C. Hollywells employ all of 
their staff and do not use carriers or contract 
carpet fitters they have complete control over 
their schedule of deliveries and fittings so an¬ 
ything in stock is available for immediate free 
delivery. 

They will also take away the old items of fur¬ 
niture or carpet free of charge. 

If you are not sure of your dimensions there 
is a free measuring and estimating service and 


you can borrow samples to try with them in 
your own home. 

Due to the longevity of the business, rela¬ 
tionships have been built up with all major 
suppliers such as Axminster, Brinton’s, Cor- 
mar, Westex, Victoria and Abingdon in carpets, 
Silent Night, Sealy, Rest Assured, Hypnos, 
Slumberland, Myers and Mammoth in beds, 
and Ekornes stressless, Alston’s, Sherborne, 
Buoyant, Cintique, Celebrity, Tetrad, and 
Lebus in upholstery, to name but a few. 

After 50 years whilst still working in the 


business, Ted and Pat Hollywell took a step 
back and the shop is now run by two of their 
children, Brett and Amanda, ably assisted by 
their many long serving staff, so you can be 
assured of a friendly and professional approach 
when visiting the store. 

Independent 

If parking is a problem you will also be di¬ 
rected to their car park. 

E.C. Hollywells are also members of an in¬ 
dependent furniture and carpet store buying 


group which means they purchase at the low¬ 
est prices so guaranteeing the lowest prices to 
their customers. 

E.C. Hollywells also source containers from 
around the globe to enable them to showcase 
a variety of products to appeal to all ages and 
tastes and they offer zero per cent finance 
to help with the purchase of those big ticket 
items. 

Through the month of January there is also 
a sale on at the store with huge reductions on 
many items. 


SALE NOW ON! 



Over 100 Sofas & Sofa Beds in stock for immediate FREE delivery 

0% Finance Available (Subject to Terms & Conditions) 



FREE Disposal of your 
Old Furniture. 

All stock items available for 
immediate and 
FREE DELIVERY 



BRETT HOLLYWELL 


www.echollywell.co.uk I email:sales@echollywell.co.uk 
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♦ 

ESTHETIQUE 

DENTAL 


Telephone 01939 211150 

www.esthetiquedental.co.uk 

11&12 The Stables • Sansaw Business Park 
Shrewsbury • SY4 4AS 

0 Oesthetiquejjk 4 EsthetiqueDental 


E sthetique Dental Practice is 
delighted to say that they 
are still able to welcome new 
patients to the practice. 

The very experienced team is led by Thomas 
Norlin and working alongside Thomas is Emily 
Wright and Richard Stevens. 

They are joined by hygienists Pauline Gates 
and Yvonne Wood. 

Esthetique Dental’s services range from 
preventative and general dentistry for all the 
family through to cosmetic and reconstructive 
dentistry, such as dental implants. 

The practice believes that preventive care and 
education is the key for good oral health in both 
adults and children. 

For those patients that are looking to improve 
the look of their smile, they can perhaps 


consider tooth whitening, cosmetic orthodontics, 
dental implants or amalgam removal. 

All the dentists have many years’ experience 
in cosmetic dentistry and will spend time to find 
the solution that’s right for you. 

Reputation 

Thomas said: “All patients are entitled to be 
free of pain and we are proud of our reputation 
for making your care as pleasurable and 
comfortable as possible both during and after 
treatment. 

“We understand how some patients may feel 
uneasy about their visits. 

“The team take pride in making the experience 
as relaxed and as positive as possible.” 

To book a new patient consultation or to 
find out more about the practice and the 
treatments on offer call 01939 211150 or visit 
www.esthetiquedental.co.uk 


Image (l-r) Dentists Emily Wright, Thomas Norlin and Richard Stevens 


New year, new smile 

This year put yourself first and get the smile you've always wanted. 

Esthetique Dental will make you want to smile with a range of treatment 
options to suit all. 

^ Cosmetic Dentistry ^ Dental Implants 
^ Six Month Smiles ^ Tooth Whitening 

Call now to book your consultation - Interest Free Credit available 


Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 

















Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


14 BORDER PRIDE 


Superb deals on offer 
at fantastic winter sale 



The Saxon Homecare Winter Sale is under way 


New year is the time 
to look after yourself 



John Gentle and staff members at The Pharmacy@Caxton 


THE Saxon Homecare Win¬ 
ter Sale is now underway, 
having started on December 
27. With discounts off a huge 
range of stoves you are sure 
to find the stove you want at 
the right price. 

We have been selling stoves for 
over 30 years and have built up 
excellent relationships with the 
stove manufacturers which means 
the extra savings are passed on di¬ 
rectly to our customers. We carry 
over 200 stoves in stock so you 
won’t have to wait to get your 
home warm this winter. 

Our stoves start from as little as 
£395 including VAT and during the 
sale you can save up to an extra 20 
per cent off the retail price on selected 
stoves. 

We only deal with reputable stove 
manufacturers so you can buy with the 
confidence that your stove will last for 
years to come. 

Choose from over 20 brands includ¬ 
ing; Charnwood, Jotul, Scan, Aga, 
ACR, Villager, Aarrow, Esse. 

With this much selection you’re sure 
to find a stove for you. 

Our sale doesn’t stop with the 
stoves. 

Gas and electric fires and stoves are 
also available with an extra 10 per cent 
off the retail price. 

Even the fireplaces are on sale! 

What better way to start the New 
Year? Not enough? 

The sale even stretches to our range 
cookers and we are proud to introduce, 
the new, Everhot range cooker, which 


is now on display in our 6,000 sq. ft. 
showroom alongside the more tradi¬ 
tional Aga Rayburn, Esse and Stanley 
cookers. 

With a combined 100 plus years’ 
experience, our friendly, helpful staff 
are always on hand to guide you and 


ensure that the choice you make is the 
right one. 

So make your home happy this win¬ 
ter, Make your New Year’s Resolution 
to invest in your home whilst enjoy¬ 
ing considerable savings, and the only 
place to go... Saxon Homecare. 


THIS New Year a pharmacy 
in Shropshire is encouraging 
local residents to treat them¬ 
selves well this year. 

Staff at The Pharmacy @ Cax- 
ton in Oswestry are spurring cus¬ 
tomers to organise a prescription 
delivery service to save running 
about, get all medicinal needs 
from one place instead of traips¬ 
ing from shop to shop and come in 
for advice on an ailment you have 
been meaning to. 

Superintendent pharmacist John 
Gentle said the door is always open 
at the pharmacy in Oswald Road in 
Oswestry and he advised people that 
the start of the year is the time to do it. 

The superintendent pharmacist 
said: “People often have niggling is¬ 
sues that they just don’t seek help 
for.” 

“The new year is the time to treat 
yourself well and it could be something 
that can be treated in a matter of min¬ 
utes by pharmacy staff,” he added. 

Mr Gentle said his team offer a full 
programme of services. 

Among that programme of services 
are aids to stopping smoking and to 
lose weight. 

Mr Gentle said: “Often we find 
that a person who suffers from dia¬ 
betes, for example, will go to the doc¬ 
tors, the shops and the pharmacy for 
their needs when really you can get 
everything you need from the phar¬ 
macy in one trip.” 

“The new year is a time for reassess¬ 
ing things and this could be the perfect 
time for looking into this, which will 


take you a moment and could save 
you a lot of time in the long run,” Mr 
Gentle added. The Pharmacy@Cax- 
ton is Oswestry is open from 8.30am 
to 6pm from Mondays up to Fridays. 
The pharmacy is also open between 
8.30am and 12 midday on Sundays. 

For more information or advice 


people can telephone The Pharmacy@ 
Caxton by calling them on (01691) 
653033. 

People can also get information and 
advice or shop online by visiting the 
pharmacy’s website on the internet. 

The website can be found by visit¬ 
ing www.caxtonpharmacy.co.uk. 




A 


Pharmacy @ Caxton 

Tel: 01691653033 

Community Pharmacy For Everyone 
At The Heart of Oswestry 

Expert advice when you need it... 

Call in and meet the team. 

Independent business - Pharmacy @ 
Caxton offers a truly friendly, professional 
and helpful, healthcare service and they 
are a popular choice when it comes to 
advice on medicine and the purchase of 
health-related products. 

Dispensing both NHS and private 
prescriptions, we stock a wide range of 
medicines for self care for the convenience 
of customers. 

Caxton Surgery 
close to ALDI 
car park. 

Pharmacy 


@ Caxton... 
Serving the 
community. 


W: 


Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 1RD 


Stoves and Fireplaces from £395 


p na 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 


Discounts off a huge range of stoves 
Over 200 stoves in stock 
1 *Gas and electric fires with an extra 10% off I 


heating fro'**' 

& 


pxtra 2°'° ” 


Open 7 Days 
6000ft 2 Showroom 


Gledrid, Oswestry LL14 5DG 
Opposite Moreton Park Garden Centre • 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester 

©01691 772153 www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 

Aga Rayburn • Britannia Cookers • Stovax • Jotul • Yeoman • Dovre • Charnwood • Hunter • Villager 
• Franco Beige • Euroheat Woodburners • Kinder • DimplexFires • Minsterstone • & many more... 
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Photography firm on 
the move to new base 



Phil Barrett brings creativity and imagination to his work 


Town museum is a 
popular attraction 



Sandra Trevor takes a look at the timeline at Oswestry Museum 


AN award-winning and highly 
skilled photographer is relo¬ 
cating to new larger premises 
as he expands his business. 

Phil Barrett of PbArtWorks 
Photography is moving from his 
current Oswestry studio, in Upper 
Brook Street, to idyllic premises 
at the Mere at Ellesmere in Feb¬ 
ruary next year. 

Mr Barrett said the move to his new 
Mere Cottage Studio next to the well 
loved beauty spot reflected the contin¬ 
uing success of his business. 

He said: “The new premises are 
larger and more modern and will offer 
an idyllic base for the business next to 
the Mere. 

“The premises are in beautiful sur¬ 
roundings and will be ideal for pho¬ 
toshoots and offer a dedicated studio 
space as well as an office and a meeting 
space giving options to use the prem¬ 
ises for teaching, lectures and classes.” 

With more than 20 years experience 
in the combined fields of illustration, 
design and photography, Phil’s docu¬ 
mentary, storytelling, approach has 
won him plaudits from all sectors, 
including commercial, portraiture as 
well as wedding photography. 

Phil is a creative photographer who 
fuses documentary with his strong ar¬ 
tistic vision and has become one of the 
most in demand photographers work¬ 
ing in the Shropshire area today. 

His creativity has left many happy 
couples with wonderful images of their 
wedding day from Shropshire to Essex, 
Lancashire and North Wales, as well 
as treasured memories from his studio. 

His portfolio has seen him working 


throughout the UK with high demand 
for his creative and unique photogra¬ 
phy. 

Phil said, in regards to his approach 
to wedding photography: “My wedding 
philosophy is simple - capture the mo¬ 
ment, seize the memory and enjoy the 
celebration of love that is a wedding 
day. 

“So if you are looking for a creative 
Shropshire photographer, for studio, 
commercial or weddings, then please 


get in touch and maybe I can help you 
capture some fantastic “moments” all 
of your own to treasure for years to 
come.” 

If you are looking for something dif¬ 
ferent, for something artistic and with 
vision, then get in touch with Phil. 

Call 07769676342 to book a con¬ 
sultation or email hello@pbartworks. 
co.uk or join Phil on facebook to see 
his most current work, updated daily 
at www.pbartworks.co.uk 


OSWESTRY’S town museum 
has proved to be a huge suc¬ 
cess since it opened in 2012. 

Thousands of visitors have gone 
to the museum, which is based in 
the Guildhall on the Bailey Head 
in the centre of Oswestry, to learn 
more about the area and its histo¬ 
ry as well as to have a look around 
some of its fascinating exhibits. 

There had been talk and plans for 
such a dedicated town museum for 
many years but for various reasons 
those plans never came to fruition. 

Campaigners, volunteers and his¬ 
tory enthusiasts were therefore un¬ 
derstandably delighted to be see the 
museum open its doors for the first 
time in March 2012. 

The museum was officially opened 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony in 
front of about 80 guests. 

In the first week of the museum 
opening there were 400 visitors, an 
indication of how much such a service 
was needed in the area. 

The opening was welcomed by many 
people with various visitors bringing 
in donations which they wanted to see 
displayed in the museum. 

The popularity of the museum has 
continued with visitors coming from 
ah around the world as well as the 
local area and very quickly milestones 
such as the 1,000th and 5,000th visitor 
were reached. 

Less than two years after it opened 
it was announced the museum had had 
its 10,000th visitor and the number 
just keep on growing. 

This year the museum has contin¬ 
ued to be busy. 


Mark Hignett, from the museum, 
said: “We knew people would be in¬ 
terested in the museum but we didn’t 
realise the amount of interest. 

“We had our own hopes for it but it 
is better than we thought and the feed¬ 
back has been great. 

“We are very grateful for all the sup¬ 
port from the town council has given 
us. Without the town council we would 
have gone ahead with the museum but 
it would not have gone ahead the way 


it has. It has given us a more profes¬ 
sional setting.” 

The museum has been involved 
in various community projects since 
it opened particularly the Heritage 
Open Weekends which sees buildings 
not normally open to the public open 
their doors. 

Many of the museum’s exhibits have 
been popular with visitors particularly 
its timeline which traces the develop¬ 
ment of Oswestry. 



Award Vf Inrun* Photography by Phil Barrett BAfhana) 
W; www.pbartwoDw.co.uIr T, 07780676342 
B:hdUo#p>bajrtwork&oo uk 
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[he St ora of OsvoesirtA 

Oswestry Town 
Museum 

Discover Oswestry's History 

Come along and have a wander around the exhibits, 
the timeline and perhaps, if you have an interest 
in local history, you may wish to volunteer to help 
with the museum’s on-going development. 

This is the Oswestry Town Museum and 
we’d very much like for the people of 
Oswestry to make it their own. 

OPENING TIMES: 

Wednesday and Friday 10-4 
Saturday 10 - 3.30 

Location: The Guildhall, Bailey Head 
Oswestry SY11 lPz 
www.oswestrytownmuseum.co.uk 
mailto:info@oswestrymuseum.co.uk 
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Business has a great 
reputation for service 



BILL Smith, owner of Fas- 
cias Guttering, Windows and 
Doors, based at Maesbury 
Road Industrial Estate oppo¬ 
site Tudor Griffiths in Oswest¬ 
ry has built up a strong repu¬ 
tation in more than 15 years 
of business. 

Bill said: “Our reputation for 
excellent and friendly service 
has always kept us busy over the 
years. 

“We still do lots of fascias and gut¬ 
tering while our windows and doors 
have always been popular, particu¬ 
larly with the trade. Many of the local 
tradespeople do come here to purchase 
UP VC products. There is a wide selec¬ 
tion and various styles to choose from 
including UPVC doors and windows as 
well as composite doors. We have been 
trading for years and we are always 
looking to offer new things. For ex¬ 
ample we have recently started fitting 
look-a-like slate roofs for conservato¬ 
ries. The benefits of these roofs is that 
you can use your conservatory all year 
around because they keep the temper¬ 
ature down in the summer and retain 
the heat in the winter, making this a 
room you can use all year round. 

“To replace the roof we remove the 
old polycarbonate roof and then put 
in steel strengthening bars. A marine 
ply is installed and that is covered 
with breathable felt. Plastic slates are 
then installed. They look absolutely 
great and you really can’t tell the dif¬ 
ference between that and actual slate. 
The look-a-like slate effect is fantas¬ 
tic and the roofs are already proving 
popular. The work to install the new 


roof can take between two to five days 
depending on the size of the conserv¬ 
atory. Our customers have absolutely 
loved the new roofs. Anyone with a 
conservatory will tell you that in the 
summer you can’t sit in it because it 
gets too hot while in the winter the 
heat just goes through the roof and it 
is too cold. These roofs mean you can 
use your conservatory throughout the 


year. Another new service we are pro¬ 
viding is bathroom panels. These pan¬ 
els are one metre wide and 2.4 metres 
high. The benefit is that it is one panel 
so you have no tiles or joints, making 
them easier to clean and you have no 
mould or fungus. They are proving re¬ 
ally popular. You have seven different 
patterns to choose from to suit your 
style and taste.” 


Pharmacy is vital part 
of the community 



The team at Ellesmere Pharmacy 


WE opened our doors 12 
months ago and a year lat¬ 
er we are delighted to be an 
integrated part of the com¬ 
munity of Ellesmere and sur¬ 
round areas. 

It has been hard work howev¬ 
er, very rewarding to build a first 
class pharmacy service; that in¬ 
cludes, advice and support with 
medication and health related 
matters for all ages that is open 
seven days a week, 365 days of the 
year. 

Our helpful and friendly staff at 
Ellesmere Pharmacy work hard, to 
help you with all medication matters, 
regardless of the problem. 

If further advice is needed we can 
discuss within the store, in our consul¬ 
tation room in privacy or can answer 
queries over the telephone. 

We have a wide range of medicines 
and products that can help with minor 
illnesses and conditions. We also take 
pride in that if do not stock the item 
you are looking for, we will take orders 
for specific products. 

Our Prescription service provides 
daily collection from the following sur¬ 
geries: Ellesmere, Overton, Hamner, 
Chirk, Plas Ffynnon, Caxton, Cam¬ 
brian, Knockin and collection can be 
arranged from any other local surger¬ 
ies. We also offer a free delivery service 
to your door. 

Anyone who experiences difficulty 
in managing multiple medications, we 
have a wide selection of medication 
trays that we can prepack into weekly 
or monthly packs that are available for 


your convenience and support on how 
to use them. 

At Ellesmere Pharmacy we also 
provide; stop smoking, treatment for 
minor ailments service (Dec-March) 
NHS & Private Flu Jabs, Medication 
Use Reviews (MURs) New Medicines 
Service (NMS), Blood Pressure Mon¬ 
itoring, C-Card Service, Emergency 


Hormone Contraception and a wide 
range of support services, Dermatol¬ 
ogy, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, Chi¬ 
ropractor. 

As we launch into year two, a huge 
thank you goes to out to our custom¬ 
ers for their continued and valued 
support and a warm welcome is ex¬ 
tended to new faces for 2015. 



Welcome to 


■ Help2Quit 

■ Medication Use Reviews (MURs) 

■ New Medicine Service (NMS) 

■ New Ailment Treatment (Dec-March 2015) 

■ Free Prescription collection & delivery services* 

■ Blood Pressure Monitoring 

■ Emergency Hormone Contraception 

■ NHS & Private Flu Vaccination 

Covering: Oswestry, St Martins, Chirk, Ellesmere, Cockshutt, 
Whittington and Overton On Dee 

* For further details please call in or speak to a member of our pharmacy team 


Our opening times are: 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


06:30 to 22:30 
06:30 to 22:30 
06:30 to 22:30 
06:30 to 22:30 
06:30 to 22:30 
06:30 to 20:30 
10:00 to 16:00 


Your NEW Local Community 
Pharmacy is at: 

18 Scotland Street 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0ED 

Telephone: 01691623118 
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Anniversary landmark 
for top travel company 


A HUGELY popular Oswest¬ 
ry-based travel company is 
celebrating its 20th anniver¬ 
sary. 

Liberty Travel was founded by 
Roger Blake on January 7, 1995, 
and has become one of the re¬ 
gion’s leading travel firms. 

The firm’s travel consultants are all 
well travelled and knowledgeable and 
offer great advice. 

And after the firm enjoyed its best 
ever year in 2014, Roger said he was 
looking forward to more years serving 
customers and arranging their dream 
holidays. 

Roger said he had seen many 
changes within the tourism industry 
in the last 20 years. He said: “One of 
the biggest changes has been the grow¬ 
ing popularity of cruise holidays. 

“Cruising used to be seen as some¬ 
thing quite elitist but with the great 
prices we can offer, a cruise holiday 
has become much more accessible for 
many. Something that has come full 
circle in the last 20 years has been the 
use of the internet to book holidays. 

“Prices offered on the internet can 
now be offered by most travel agents 
and of course by booking through a 
travel agent you have added value of 
having someone who can help with 
all that you need including advice on 
visas, health, car parking arrange¬ 
ments, travel insurance all to make 
the process easier and hassle-free. 

“It is a piece of mind for many cus¬ 
tomers which the internet does not 
offer. We at Liberty Travel have also 
taken pride in never charging credit 
cards fee or having hidden extras. 

“We have many loyal customers and 



Liberty Travel staff celebrate 20 years, from left, Roger Blake, Julie Day, 
Lucy Morris, Lynn Clarke, Tina Bellingham, Helen Richards. 


I would like to thank everyone for pliers who are equally reputable to 
their support.” ensure that you feel confident your 

You will be in safe hands when you travel arrangements are in safe and 
book your holiday through Liberty secure hands. 

Travel. “At Liberty Travel we are com- 

The company is fully bonded as a mitted to providing customers with 
travel agent with ABTA and only use unbiased and independent advice, re- 
ATOL bonded tour operators. Over suiting in you receiving the best pos- 
the years the firm has developed sible deal. 

strong and successful relationships “We have the flexibility to provide 
with all major and independent tour both package and tailor-made holi- 
operators. days to guarantee the best offer avail- 

Roger said: “We only ever use sup- able.” 


Find what you need for 
all kind of paint jobs 

MORGANS Decorators Mer¬ 
chants and Morgans Doors 
&Floors are situated on the 
Mile End Business Park in 
Oswestry. 

They are open to both the gen¬ 
eral public and trade and you can 
depend on the very best service, 
with extremely knowledgeable, 
helpful staff, quality products and 
a very extensive range at good 
competitive prices. 

Our paint product range covers Far¬ 
row & Ball, Crown and Macpherson 
paints with an onsite mixing service 
available to match your existing inte¬ 
rior design colours or even historical 
colours in matt, gloss, eggshell or ex¬ 
terior paint. 

Everything you might need to dec¬ 
orate your home can be found under 
one roof with many specialist products 
in stock or available to order. 

We have an impressive on site show¬ 
room displaying our doors and flooring 
with stock available for collection from 
laminates to solid oak flooring. 

There is also underlays, glues and 
thresholds to make the job complete. 

Morgans has a very extensive range 
of internal and external doors and 
hardware are also on display. 

We offer free parking and free deliv¬ 
ery on all orders over £100 with a 25 
mile radius. 

Why not call in today to see how we 
can help make your house into a home. 

For more details visit the the web¬ 
site www.morgansdecorators.com 

The store can be contacted by call¬ 
ing 01691 657700. 



Morgans has an extensive range of products 



Celebrating our 
20th anniversary, 
come and book 
your holiday with 
confidence and find 
out what makes us 
so special. 

#ABTA 

TfVMi wWl cortf idMYt 


Tel: 01691 658509 - e-mail sales@libertytravel.co.uk 
25 Cross Street, Oswestry SY112NF - ABTAE4902 



ENGINEERED OAK DOORS FROM 
£19.99 PER SQ M+VAT 


FLOORING 

LAMINATE-ENGINEERED OAK 
SOLID OAK 


SOLID OAK DOORS 
FROM £27.99 PER SQ M+VAT 



TIMBER 

SOLID OAK SKIRTING - ARCHITRAVES - PLANK 

INTERNAL & 
EXTERNAL DOORS 

OAK • HEMLOCK • HARDWOOD 



n — DOOR FURNITURE 

PEWTER - BEESWAX - CHROME - BRASS 


■OPEN TO RETAIL AND TRADE CUSTOMERS, 


Call into our showroom at 

Unit 6 Maes Y Clawdd, 

Mile End Business Park, Oswestry 

01691 657700 


M37 
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isBORDER PRIDE 


New owners celebrate 
inn's Michelin success 


Another busy time 
for bedroom centre 


A NEW era has dawned for an 
already very successful res¬ 
taurant and hotel nestling in 
the heart of the Ceiriog Val¬ 
ley. 

The Hand at Llanarmon has 
welcomed new owners Jackie and 
Jonathan Greatorex who have 
taken over from Martin and Gay- 
nor De Luchi who are retiring af¬ 
ter ten years. 

The exciting news is coupled with 
the recent announcement that Miche¬ 
lin have included The Hand in its ‘Eat¬ 
ing out in Pubs Guide 2015’. 

The Hand is one of only 22 pubs in 
Wales to be included in the highly re¬ 
spected publication for all quality food 
connoisseurs. 

Locals themselves Jonathan, a hotel 
marketing consultant was born and 
grew up in Llanrhaeadr YM and Jackie 
is a former headmistress of the hugely 
popular prep school Bellan House in 
Oswestry. 

Both see their new venture as ‘com¬ 
ing home’, rather than starting anew, 
as they already know The Hand and 
its staff very well following their many 
years in the area. 

“The inclusion in the Michelin 
Guide really puts The Hand on the 
map and is a fantastic achievement 
and a testament to all of the hard work 
the team have put in to making this 
amazing place what it is today,” said 
Jonathan. 

Jackie added: “We’re very excited 
about building on the existing success 
in all aspects of the business and work¬ 
ing together with an already very en¬ 
thusiastic team at The Hand.” 



Jackie and Jonathan Greatorex, new owners of The Hand at Llanarmon 



Amandas Bedroom Centre has a huge range of furniture 

to buy a single mattress or have a bed 


AMANDA Marsden from 
Amandas Bedroom Centre 
in Oswestry has enjoyed her 
busiest year so far and has 
thanked all her customers for 
their support. 

Amanda said: “I usually get 
someone to write these things 
for me, after all running a busy 
bed shop and ensuring the people 
of Shropshire enjoy their sleep 
leaves me with little spare time, 
but I wanted to write to you all 
personally to thank you for your 
support during 2014, which has 
certainly been my busiest year so 
far, in more ways than one! 

“With a move in premises, back 
in April, which has proven very suc¬ 
cessful, I have been able to showcase 
my range of beds and mattresses in a 
much more modern and bright show¬ 
room. 

“Coupled with the accessible en¬ 
trance on street level, and my co loca¬ 
tion with The Oak Furniture Shop I 
hope you’ll agree that it’s been a good 
move. 

“Oswestry town centre has changed 
in the seven years I have been here 
but it’s the traditional attitude of the 
customers to shop locally with people 
you can trust which keeps the town 
moving forward and I am happy to be 
part of that. 

“I have a range of beds from budget 
to sumptuous luxury, children’s beds 
to adjustable beds and a range of bed¬ 
room furniture.” 

Amanda added: “Whether you want 


and breakfast that needs updating I 
am looking forward to seeing you in 


2015, just pop in for a browse, and 
I’ll be happy to discuss any require¬ 
ments.” 




Llanarmon DC, Ceiriog Valley Llangollen LL20 7LD 
Telephone: 01691 60 06 66 www.thehandhotel.co.uk 

JANUARY OFFERS AT THE 
HAND AT LLANARMON 


SUNDAY NIGHT SLEEPOVER 

Finish your weekend relaxing with us and start the new one in style; 
come over mid-afternoon and relax with the Sunday papers in front of; 
roaring fire then end the day with a three course dinner in our restau¬ 
rant. Relax in a deep bubble bath, roll into bed and wake refreshed to a 
mouth-watering breakfast. Just £75.00 for two people. 

Offer only applies on a Sunday night. 


PINOT AND PASTA 

This offer includes one glass of Pinot Grigio and a bowl of pasta for the 
amazing price of £10.00, plus a further 25% off puddings. 

Offer applies from Monday to Thursday, lunchtimes only. 


A new era dawns for an already very 
successful restaurant and hotel nestling 
in the heart of the Ceiriog Valley. The 
Hand at Llanarmon welcomes new 
owners Jackie and Jonathan Greatorex 
who took over from Martin and Gaynor 
de Luchi who retired after ten years. 

The exciting news is coupled with the 
recent announcement that Michelin have 
included The Hand in its ‘Eating out in 
Pubs Guide 2015’ - one of only 22 pubs 
in Wales to be included in the highly 
respected publication for all quality food 
connoisseurs. 

Locals themselves, Jonathan, a hotel 
marketing consultant was born and 
grew up in Llanrhaeadr YM and Jackie 
is a former Headmistress of the hugely 
popular prep school Bellan House in 
Oswestry Both see their new venture as 
coming home’, rather than starting anew, 
as they already know The Hand and its 
staff very well following their many years 
in the area. 


“The inclusion in the Michelin Guide 
really puts The Hand on the map and is a 
fantastic achievement and a testament to 
all of the hard work the team have put in 
to making this amazing place what it is 
today,” said Jonathan. 

Jackie added: “Were very excited 
about building on the existing success 
in all aspects of the business and 
working together with an already very 
enthusiastic team at The Hand.” 

Head Chef at The Hand, Grant 
Mulholland, said that he is “hugely 
excited to be working with Jonathan 
and Jackie, as I know they will drive the 
business to a new level”. 

Already an award winning destination 
pub as well as an Inn, The Hand boasts 
13 rooms and already welcomes visitors 
from far and wide as well as the hub of 
the surrounding community 

A fantastic getaway location with the 
backdrop of the Berwyn mountains, 

The Hand is also a natural base for all 
outdoor activities. 


Beds • Mattresses • Bed Frames 
•Headboards • Sofabeds • Bunk Beds 
• Divans • Bedroom Furniture 



JANUARY SPECIAL OFFER 



Double Quality Damask 
Spring Divan Set £199 
Double Quality Damask 2 Drawer 
Divan Set + Headboard £249 

Call in for more great offers in store 

A wide selection of divans, traditional & modern 
bed frames & mattresses from single to superking 
& special sizes for caravans, boats and more... 


27 Bailey Street, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 IPX 

Telephone: 01691 662817 

Email: sales@amandasbedroomcentre.co.uk i 
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Stunning collection is 
now available at store 



Trisha’s Bridal Wear’s new season’s collections have arrived 


Firm has a great 
name for top quality 



Seventh Heaven has a huge variety of beds, mattresses and bed linen 


TRISHA’S Bridal Wear’s new 
season’s collections have 
arrived and are simply stun¬ 
ning, featuring delicate lace 
and intricate beading in an 
extensive range of shapes 
and many sizes.Trisha said: 
“We have loved choosing the 
exclusive mix of traditional 
wedding gowns from some 
of the finest designers in the 
industry. We love the role of 
making your special day ex¬ 
tra special by finding your 
dream dress and accesso¬ 
ries.” 

Trisha added: “We have more 
than 240 beautiful designer bridal 
gowns to choose from here at Tri¬ 
sha’s. From January 5 there will 
be a 25 per cent discount on se¬ 
lected showroom wedding gowns. 

“Throughout January get 10 per 
cent off any bridesmaid’s gown. 

“Our customer service is second to 
none which we feel is the key to run¬ 
ning a successful business but we will 
probably never be the cheapest but 
you can be assured that myself and my 
staff will go that extra mile to make 
your dream come true. 

“There is no charge for trying on 
our bridal gowns in our two exclu¬ 
sive showrooms, which guarantee you 
privacy with your chosen friends and 
a one to one with our dedicated con¬ 
sultants.” 

Trisha’s Bridal Wear is at 57-59 Be¬ 
atrice Street in Oswestry. 


There is something to suit every¬ 
one’s budget at Trisha’s Bridal Wear. 

For more information about the 
new season’s collections and more 


details about the great deals avail¬ 
able contact Trisha’s Bridal Wear 
in Oswestry on 01691 671133 for a 
friendly and knowledgeable service. 


CHIRK Mill is one of the ar¬ 
ea’s best kept secrets. This 
converted flour mill contains 
three floors dedicated to all 
styles of antique beds with 
mattresses, bases and bed 
linen. An Aladdin’s cave of all 
styles of beds, linen and bed 
covers. For 40 years Seventh 
Heaven has been providing 
the best in antique beds, 
mattresses and bed linen, 
with some very famous cli¬ 
ents through the years and 
even foreign royalty. 

Now run by husband and wife 
team, Tony and Tracy Butler, Sev¬ 
enth Heaven is once again prov¬ 
ing a success after very turbulent 
years through the recession. “Six 
year’s hard work has finally paid 
off”, says Tony, “and once again 
we have a thriving business, but 
many of our local customers may 
not realise we are still here.” After 
being known as Divine Dreams 
for five years they were delight¬ 
ed to recently rename as Seventh 
Heaven once again. “Most people 
know us as Seventh Heaven any¬ 
way”. 

“It is important to change with 
the times, and many people may not 
want the traditional brass and iron 
bedstead, or may not have the room 
for one”. For a more contemporary 
look the beds are painted in stronger 


colours, such as battleship grey with 
nickel plated brass. 

Or to fit into a smaller room low end 
beds provide the answer. One popular 
design is the upholstered head panel 
perhaps with a fashionable tartan cov¬ 
ering. 

With the traditional January Sale 
period upon us, Seventh Heaven are 


offering up to 25 per cent off selected 
beds, with 15 per cent off all other 
items. So whether it is a stunning new 
bed for the master bedroom, or a low 
end bed to fit in a small guestroom, a 
new mattress to replace one that has 
slumped after 20 years, or a new set of 
bed linen Chirk Mill, is just the place 
to visit. 



Two LarH^ADqaasms Private Bri< 


L^ff 

L by 


Showroon^can be booked by 
appointment, to give you total privacy 
whilst enjoying treasured moments 
choosing your gown. 
4 ~ f Our main showroom, downstairs, 
* / offers a wide range of Bridesmaid 

Dresses available in any colour, along 
with a fabulous collection of the 
latest Prom Dresses and Evening 
trowns. New designer gowns arriving 
throughout the year. 




Stockists 

leading 

Designer 

Bridalwear 


V V 


Over 240 Designer Bridal 
Gowns to choose from 

Something to suit 
everyone’s budget 

Sizes 4 - 32 available 

All alterations to gowns are done by 
our Proffesional Seamstresses on the 
shop Premises 

25% OFF 

Selected 
Wedding Gowns 

starting 5th January 

10% off 

any Bridesmaids Gowns 
throughout January 


v Ladies & Gents Alterations V 


57-59 Beatrice Street, Oswestry 

Tel: 01691 671133 

email:trishasbridalwear@hotmail.co.uk 


Established Since 1997 


January 

Sale 



SEVENTH HEAVEN 


Open 7 Days 
a Week 



25% Off 

This 5ft Platform 
Bed with Tartan 
Panel 

Was £1,695 
Now £1,270 



Up to 25% Off Beds 
15% Off All Other Beds, 
Mattresses, Bases, Furniture, 
Bedding and Bed Linen 

Visit the famous antique bed shop 
for an unbeatable selection over three 
floors of Chirk Mill, with hundreds 
to choose from, 20 of which are 
dressed in beautiful bed linen. 



Chirk Mill, Chirk, LL14 5BU sales@seventh-heaven.co.uk 

www.seventh-heaven.co.uk 01691 777622 
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20 MCCARTNEYS MARKET REPORTS 
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Welcome to Station Pharmacy 
a new concept of an 

run 

by community pharmacists. 
Clinical Nutrition Doctors, 
Complementary and Alternative 
Practitioners. 


Wwi y'ju vtit a Staton Rrarmacy you «Ml 
ncrtcr the difemice awwfi if Vbu ante* 

info a pnptnriaond and poatvv ainwatitjn? 

- a MhrmR you tnrii At nr.mrs to rtsacs 

lhOfi8 > h66lh concerns 

AJ Station PtiafTTUMoy um a havct (xiwto 
conaiirig room rrorp ou sioendM 

range or savioee are p*ovOto. 


You can at last benefit fully from the 
professional adrco from someone 
has a univemrty degree in the- study of 
medicines and health. To^othar aath the 
Station Pharmacist you can decide what’s 
beet for you and your Mestyte 


■ What a EJcctranc 

Prascrtptiorks Sorvicos? 
Mcasa ask St abac Pharrrvatrv 


Tel: 01691 661 627 


the Did Station B-urtdi'v, Ov*rtf Ro«d. OswesTy. 
Sit 1 1 1RB lUfkaM* l»trr. ha aMy A Cftfluct 



FREE ADVICE & CONSULTATION EVERY WEEK 


New pharmacist is 
delighted with role 



The pharmacy is based at Oswestry’s Old Station Building 


MEKAEAL Chaudary has 
been appointed the new 
pharmacist at Station Phar¬ 
macy in Oswestry. 

He said: “I can’t express in 
words just how pleased and proud 
I am to be appointed the new 
pharmacist at Station Pharmacy. 
I first visited Oswestry in October 
- booked for a day shift at Station 
Pharmacy and almost instantly 
felt at home in the town. 

“The pharmacy itself being set 
within the beautiful Old Station Build¬ 
ing was exceptionally distinctive from 
any other pharmacy I had both visited 
or been employed at and the employ¬ 
ees were warm and hospitable from 
the offset. 

Vibrancy 

“However, the vibrancy of the town 
centre and the kind-hearted nature of 
its townspeople was the most pleasing 
aspect of my visit. 

“Although a new face was behind 
the counter, the patients of the phar¬ 
macy treated me as one of their own - 
a local Oswestrian - and I thoroughly 
enjoyed interacting with them. 

“So much so that I asked to return 
at the next possible opportunity; fortu¬ 
nate enough to be invited back to man¬ 
age the pharmacy at the weekends. 

“Before long, the opportunity to be 
the new full-time pharmacist was pre¬ 
sented to me and I accepted without 
hesitation. 

“This new chapter of my life will 
involve moving into the town of 
Oswestry and I am certain I shall set¬ 


tle quickly amongst the friendly, affa¬ 
ble locals. 

“In return for such unequivocal 
friendliness, I aim to offer as fantas¬ 
tic a service as I possibly can and give 
my utmost in keeping this town happy 
and healthy. 

“I am certain, with the aid of my 
highly-skilled staff in providing the 
wide range of services that Station 
Pharmacy have to offer - including 


repeat dispensing, medication-re¬ 
views and professional over-the-coun¬ 
ter treatment - we can successfully 
achieve this goal.” 

“I want the locals to be confident 
that Station Pharmacy can be depend¬ 
able as their first port of call for all 
health matters; we shall always make 
the time for each and everyone whom 
we are given the pleasure of serving,” 
he added. 



/IVL> 

Bride 


To Feature in the next Border Pride call 01691 668095 
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An 8-page guide to some of the best walking routes in our region 
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Even on an early spring day, views of our countryside are still impressive 


Lengthy walk 
will impress 


THIS walk starts from the 
bus stop in Beaumont Road, 
Church Stretton and is a 
linear walk to Ragleth Hill, 
through Acton Scott and 
along Wenlock Edge to Cra¬ 
ven Arms, allow six hours. 

I The walk starts at the junction of 
Sandford Avenue and Central Ave¬ 
nue. From platform one the train station 
drive leads to this junction. Or from the 
bus stop in Beaumont Road turn left 
into Sandford Avenue and the junction 
is second right. Proceed along Central 
Avenue and take the surfaced footpath 
on the left after 250yards. This passes 
over a footbridge and then reaches the 
very busy A49. The path runs between 
gardens to cross a road and contin¬ 
ues to climb between more gardens to 
reach another road. Go right and then 
left to climb Ragleth Road. Go right up 
Poplar Drive and you’ll find a path at 
the top. 

2 The path climbs up the hillside. Ig¬ 
nore the stile into Gough’s Coppice 


but instead follow it left and then right 
beneath broadleaved trees to cross a 
stile. It becomes steeper now and go 
over the stile. At the junction beneath 
an oak tree keep left and the path 
bends again but still rising all of the 
time. You soon reach the open ground 
with rewarding views of Caradoc, the 
Clee Hills and Wenlock Edge. 

3 You will approach a stile by a 
barred gate but do not go over it. 
Your way is to the right up the bracken 
clad hillside on a green swathe to the 
high ground of Ragleth Hill. At the top 
there’s a superb view of Hope Bowdler 
church. The path runs along Ragleth 
Hill with panoramic views of the area 
around Church Stretton. 

4 On reaching the pole you will find a 
path down; it is a steep descent and 
you have to be sure footed for this one. 
It drops to a line of trees which you fol¬ 
low down to the hillside to cross a stile 
and bear slightly left and down to cross 
another stile. Head slightly left again 
to rise up to another stile. Go over this 
and head in a similar direction to walk 
alongside a hedge to a stile. 


5 Go right on the road and follow for 
approximately one mile to the vil¬ 
lage of Acton Scott. At the junction, 
go left. Just beyond the entrance road 
to Acton Scott Historic Working Farm, 
there’s a stile on the right and the foot¬ 
path leads through a grassy car park to 
a stile in the corner. Go over here and 
head slightly right across the field to 
cross another stile into a wood. Keep 
to the left and it soon exits on the left 
into a pasture. 

Waymarker 

6 Turn right in the field and at the 
boundary cross a stile. In the next 
field, head slightly right to rise to a stile 
in the hedge. Once over proceed in a 
similar direction through a very long 
field, ignoring the Shropshire Way 
circular walk going right. There are 
waymarker posts at several points but 
aim slightly right and eventually you 
will reach the far bottom right corner. 
Cross a stile, turn left and cross a sec¬ 
ond stile. This is the remnant of the old 
railway line between Craven Arms and 
Wellington. 



7 Emerge into a large field. Your way 
is slightly right to the far corner 
where you join a track heading in the 
direction of Wolverton farm. As you ap¬ 
proach the farm go left up steps and 
through a gate into the adjacent field. 
Go slightly right to a gate onto the road. 

8 Cross this and go through the wick¬ 
et gate and keep ahead to the Byne 
Brook. Cross the footbridge and head 
slightly left to a field. Turn right to start 
the climb of Wenlock Edge. On reach¬ 
ing the corner enter Wolverton wood 
and after approximately 100 metres 
take a right turn. A stony path climbs 
right and up the hillside under a mag¬ 
nificent canopy of broad leaved trees to 


reach the waymarked bridleway. 

Join the bridleway which runs along 
the Wenlock Edge. Turn right for 
about 1.5 miles (around 40 minutes). 
Where it begins to open it soon reach¬ 
es a junction by a telegraph pole. Go 
left here and walk down the track to a 
road. Turn right and right again at the 
next junction. The lane bends to the 
right by the entrance to Callow Hill and 
runs through to Lower Dinchope. Go 
right here and keep ahead at the next 
two junctions. 

0 The road rises up to a junction of 
paths. Go left to cross a stile and 
head slightly right up the hillside head¬ 
ing to the left of a crown of trees. Walk 


along the ridge and head right at the 
waymark to descend the edge. Cross 
the stile and descend through Halford 
wood then aim slightly left to cross a 
stile into the next field. Cross a stile be¬ 
neath an oak tree. Keep by the hedge 
to cross a stile onto the road. 

1 Head slightly left to follow the edge 
of the stream. Cross a stile and con¬ 
tinue ahead away from the stream. Go 
over the bridge over the Onny and the 
path continues past the community 
garden to the Discovery Centre. There 
are bus stops on the A49 near the Dis¬ 
covery Centre for buses to Ludlow or 
Shrewsbury. 


Have you been on a wonderful walk you would like to share with our readers? Email weeklyeditors@shropshirestar.co.uk 
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IRONBRIDGE WALKING FESTIVAL 


When: May 1-10, 2015 

What: 50 varied walks 

Level of difficulty: Wide variety 

www.visitironbridge.co.uk/walkingfestival 


Now in its tenth year and bigger than 
ever before, the Ironbridge Gorge Walking 
Festival will again offer a choice of over 50 
free, varied and rewarding walks around 
the stunning Ironbridge Gorge World Her¬ 
itage Site, where the Industrial Revolution 
began over 300 years ago. 

From challenging all-day hikes for the 
more experienced walker,to family friend¬ 
ly trails and short informative walks, next 
year’s festival has something to whet the 
appetite of all ages and abilities. With the 
newly acquired ‘Walkers are Welcome’ 
status, a warm welcome is guaranteed in 
the town. 

The programme for next year will not be 
confirmed until February. 

This year, as well as nearly 20 new 
walks, the 2014 festival introduced the first 
100 Mile Ironbridge Challenge. Those tak¬ 
ing part had to finish seven specified walks 
on seven different days with the combined 
mileage topping 100 miles. Walkers com¬ 
pleting the challenge received a certificate 
and woven badge for their rucksack. 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the start of the First World War a guided 
linear walk around the gorge visited me¬ 
morials to the fallen, as well as sites con¬ 
nected with both world wars. 

Other new walks included an early 
evening family outing to explore the na¬ 
ture in the enchanting woods at Loamhole 
Dingle, Coalbrookdale, and an opportuni¬ 


ty to learn about the variety of wild flow¬ 
ers in Lodge Field under the guidance of 
an expert from Shropshire Wildlife Trust. 
There were also additional nature walks 
with information to help identify trees and 
birds and an early evening ‘quiz walk’ 
around Coalbrookdale. 

Popular tried and tested walks being re¬ 
peated explored historic trails and the part 
played by the gorge in the Industrial Rev¬ 
olution. There was also a gentle two-hour 
family treasure hunt suitable for pushchair 
and wheelchair users. 

Meanwhile, experienced walkers joined 
a strenuous 15-mile circular hike over the 
Wrekin, ideal for walkers happy with steep 
climbs and rough terrain. 

For those wanting to discover more 
about the heritage of the area there was 
a walk taking in the history of the river 
bridges and a 15-mile circular walk skirt¬ 
ing the edge of the World Heritage Site. 
Three walks explored the many churches 
and other places of worship in and around 
the gorge. 

All walks are free, but pre-booking for 
next year’s festival is essential. Dogs on 
a lead are welcome on most walks but 
check before booking.To request a pro¬ 
gramme contact Ironbridge Visitor Infor¬ 
mation Centre at tic@ironbridge.org.uk, 
call 01952 433424. 

Further details can be be found on 
www.visitironbridge.co.uk/walkingfestival 



Looking down on Ludlow, from Whitcliffe Common 


Dinham Bridge, at the end of the Bread Walk 


Making tracks in 
stormy weather 



_ 


IT was the day of the storm 
and I was drinking coffee in 
a pub. The rain was vicious 
and the signboard battered 
the pavement. 

I was the only customer and 
the heating was broken but this 
was my freed-up walking day so 
walking I went. 

I ignored the wind howling round 
Ludlow Castle, crossed Dinham 
Bridge under which the River Teme 
was wide and brown, and entered 
Whitcliffe Common. 

Whitcliffe Common is where stone 
to build many of Ludlow’s older 
buildings was quarried from, and 
where commoners grazed their an¬ 
imals. Now it’s a mixed woodland of 
hornbeams, holly, oak, ash, hazel, 
sweet chestnut and beech, and pol- 


Mortimer’s Trail treats walkers to some truly breathtaking views 


Mortimer Forest and Whitcliffe 
with Julie Bromilow-Nicklen 


ypody and brittle bladder ferns. Rain 
pours down the leaves and trunks 
and a cold mist lurks between them 
but it’s refreshing to be out in it and 
a thrush, a raven, and some pheas¬ 
ants are out in it too. 

I follow signs for the Mortimer Trail 
up the Donkey Steps - once used 
by pack horses to transport iron 
ore from the Clee Hills to Burrington 
Ironworks. Wind shakes the trees as 
I cross the road down which water is 
gushing to reach Mortimer Forest. I 
have a route in mind but the storm 
is too wild for my map so I let it blow 
me up the hill on a different one. 

Wind shrieks through the trees 


and the lashing rain turns to violent 
hail. There is no-one here. But it is 
whoop-out-loud-exciting. The path is 
safe and wide and the trees planted 
spaciously enough to allow the larch 
to bend gracefully one way and then 
another, almost kissing the ground. 
My pockets are full of hail and rain. 
At the top of the hill, Hereford is 
spread out wildly below. I descend 
the path and suddenly, the storm 
stops completely. The path west 
to Mary Knoll valley is choked with 
snapped conifers so I bear left and 
east, walking back to Ludlow via the 
old turnpike road. 

The Herefordshire purple hills and 


clouds beyond the shining fields are 
bruised and iridescent. The sun is so 
strong it feels like spring. 

The grassy path is ankle deep in 
bubbling water flowing from the hill. 
The birds are out again - wrens dart 
about the ditches, fieldfares roost 
in a tree, and a flock of pigeons are 
swooping back and forth, patrolling 
the edge of Mortimer Forest. 

The path reaches the road oppo¬ 
site the Jacobean manor at Ludton 
and you can follow it into Ludlow or 
turn again into Whitcliffe Common. 
The Bread Walk leads back to Din¬ 
ham Bridge; so called because the 
men who built it were paid in bread. 

It is a rocky riverbank path pass¬ 
ing alongside the quarried cliffs and 
little waterfalls. The river flows wide 
and quick and brown, and a dipper 
flies over it, swift and low. 


Have you taken some impressive pictures along your chosen walk? Email them to weeklyeditors@shropshirestar.co.uk 
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Grinshill, the beautiful red sandstone village in north Shropshire All Saints Church in Clive is a towering landmark A view of Grinshill summit, from the nearby village of Clive 


A great walk set in stone 


Grinshill & Corbet Wood 
with Julie Bromilow-Nicklen 


QUESTION: What do Ab¬ 
erystwyth University’s 
old college, Worcester 
Cathedral, Shrewsbury 
railway station and the 
Prime Minister’s Cheq¬ 
uers retreat all have in 
common? 

They, and dozens of other build¬ 
ings, have all been built from Grin¬ 
shill stone. The stone is Triassic 
sandstone, in shades of red and 
white. 

It has been quarried here since me¬ 
dieval times when it was used to build 
Haughmond Abbey, but not since Ro¬ 
man times - rumours that Viroconium 
(Wroxeter) was made from Grinshill 
stone are not true. 

Grinshill stone was especially popu¬ 
lar in the late 19th and early 20th centu¬ 
ries; railway sidings were built at Yorton 
to transport it, and the stone was even 
exported to build churches in America. 

There’s still a station at Yorton from 
where you can walk up the road to 
Clive village and All Saints Church - 
a good place to begin a circular walk 
round the quarries at Grinshill and Cor¬ 
bet Wood. 

All Saints Church is made from Grin¬ 
shill stone and sits beyond the lychgate 
in a tumble-stone graveyard. 

Track 

Even on a wild day it’s hushed in¬ 
side; there’s just enough light from the 
windows to guide your way to the Last 
Supper frieze at the altar, beautifully lit 
from the sides. 

Outside the church, a well-trodden 
track takes you uphill between walls of 
stone to the primary school in its sto¬ 
rybook hill-top setting outside which 
sandy paths wind through heath-land, 
and honesty silver-coin seed pods 
quake among bracken and birches. 

At 630 metres Grinshill is a small hill, 
but in flatter north Shropshire it stands 
proud of the fields. 

Follow paths through light woodland 
to reach the trig point on the cliff tops 
carved out by the quarries. 

You can look across fields to hills in 
the south, layered like grey whales on 
a wild weather day. 

It’s a good place to sit even when 
wind tosses the tree-tops just below the 
cliffs, which are pocked and scratched 
with lichen and penknife initials. 

Follow the tracks down into the 


woods for shelter from the wind, where 
the sand is mixed with chocolatey soil, 
crisp oak leaves and red rosehips. 

There’s a choice of paths into Corbet 
Wood. I like to follow the lane to the car 
park, where slender Scots pines wave 
tall on the sandstone hill shoulder, and 
then double back through the woods 


at a slightly lower contour, through the 
quarries. 

Now the cliffs rise above and around 


you, and birches and limes grow be¬ 
tween them. 

It’s easy to picture the buildings 


quarried from here, leaving space be¬ 
tween them. 

There are scars and scrapes on the 
cliff walls, nobbles and overhangs, they 
are Tuscan rose and honey coloured, 
layered and striped. 

The paths and gullies are deep in 
rustling leaves. Turn left onto the Shrop¬ 


shire Way to reach Grinshill village. You 
can visit the inn or the red sandstone 
church, or you can go straight back to 
Clive via the track at the base of the hill. 

Loose red soil mingles with humus 
by the track, and up above the hill-top 
cliffs rise dramatic and yellow. 



Do you know some great routes for dog walkers in the area? Email weeklyeditors@shropshirestar.co.uk 
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A walker’s paradise ... the beautiful Long Mynd and Carding Mill Valley 



The walk starts near the White Horse at Pulverbatch 


Trek is rich in 
nature’s gems 


THIS seven-mile walk from 
Pulverbatch to Church Stret- 
ton takes you over The Port¬ 
way and Long Mynd, through 
some of Shropshire’s most 
beautiful and celebrated 
scenery. 

It’s part of a series of car-free 
walks highlighted by Shropshire 
Council on its online guide to The 
Shropshire Hills, and The Shrop¬ 
shire Way. 

You start this walk, which should 
take around five hours, in the village of 
Pulverbatch, not far from the village’s 
White Horse pub. If you are travelling 
by bus, take the 546 from Shrewsbury, 
or 435 from Church Stretton, Monday 
to Saturday. 

It takes you into the beautiful Card¬ 
ing Mill Valley, where you will find Na¬ 
tional Trust tearooms, toilets and a gift 
shop. There is also a choice of cafes 
and pubs in Church Stretton where you 
end the walk. 

I From the bus stop by the White 
Horse pub in Pulverbatch take the 
Bishop’s Castle Road, to the right, as it 
descends the hillside. 

It is difficult to see cars on the bend 
so it is better to walk on the left-hand 
side. 

Near the bottom of the hill, cross a 
stile on the left and walk across a small 
pasture to a footbridge. 

Go over the bridge, navigate through 
wet ground, and cross another stile 
into a field. Head slightly right over the 
field to steps leading up to a stile; this 
leads onto a road. Turn left. 

2 The road curves right and before a 
dwelling go right through a gateway 
to enter a large field. Your way is slight¬ 


ly left to skirt the oak trees and onward 
to a stile next to a barred gate. 

Head slightly left in the next field to 
go through a barred gate. Keep ahead 
to cross two stiles guarding a foot¬ 
bridge over a drainage ditch. 

Go ahead to the field hedge oppo¬ 
site where there’s a finger post; here 
you meet The Shropshire Way which 
you follow to Direction Number 5. 

3 Turn right here to follow the hedge 
up to The Beeches. Cross a track, 
through two gates. 

The path continues ahead at first 
then bends right to meet a straggled 
line of hawthorn bushes. 

Turn left here to a kissing gate. The 
next section is something of a chal¬ 
lenge as it winds it way through wet 
ground as you rise towards a wood. 

It runs more or less parallel to the 
hedge on the right. Go through a gate 
next to the barred gate nearest to the 
wood. 

Climb up the hillside next to the 
wood and at the top head slightly right 
across the field to two gates in a hedge. 

Go through them to enter the next 
field and walk in a similar direction, 
keeping to the left of the boundary 
marker stone. 

This gives out onto the road via a 
kissing gate. 

4 Cross the road and follow the track 
ahead, known as the Portway. 

This leads to a barred gate and be¬ 
comes a smaller track passing through 
another two barred gates as it rises 
along this edge, which offers superb 
views. 

The green track passes through two 
more gates, passes between two pools 
and continues past a wood to then dip 
down to a gate. 


5 As the track bends left, go right up 
a smaller path up to the road. Turn 
right and at the car park at Duckley 
Nap, bear left along a main track sign¬ 
posted to Shooting Box. 

6 In about half a mile you come to a 
junction of paths and it is easy to 
miss your turning for the Carding Mill 
Valley, so be vigilant! 

Go left at the waymark post and 
then within a few paces ease right to 
descend Mott’s Road into Carding Mill 
Valley upper car park and walk down to 
the Pavilion. 

Continue ahead, and after the coach 
parking area, leave the road on the 
right and follow a track to rise up to 
The Burway. Go left on the road by the 
cattle grid and walk down to Church 
Stretton. At the crossroads, go ahead 
to walk down Sandford Avenue to 
Beaumont Road for buses or to Church 
Stretton Railway Station. 

If you would like to know more about 
this walk, or any of the others featured 
in Shropshire Council’s online series, 
log onto the website: www.shropshire 
walking.co.uk/shropshire-way. 

For bus timetables and further infor¬ 
mation, check out the sen/ices online 
at www.travelshropshire.co.uk or con¬ 
tact Traveline 0871 200 22 33. 

Dogs are allowed on buses at the 
driver’s discretion; contact the bus 
company for further information: 
435 route - Minsterley Motors 01743 
791208,. 546 route - Arriva 0844 800 
4411 

Train: Daily service from Church 
Stretton to Shrewsbury approximate¬ 
ly every hour, Monday-Saturday, and 
two-hourly on Sundays. For further 
train information contact National Rail 
08457 484950 or www.arrivatrains 
wales.co.uk 






Feeling adventurous? See Wrekin Mountaineering Club’s website www.wrekinmc.co.uk 
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The Last Haul sculpture is carved from marble Penmaenpool, and The George pub which is great for an al-fresco tipple 

Take this spectacular trail 



This is Barmouth, with its railway bridge in the background 


The Mawddach Trail, by 
Julie Bromilow-Nicklen 


THERE seem to be faces 
carved into the craggy sil¬ 
houettes of the mountains 
and hills, and along the way 
are rocky outcrops with shel¬ 
tering pines. 

Rainbows and sunlight race across 
the water, which is sometimes silver, 
sometimes green. The Mawddach Trail 
is an easy, level, nine-mile walk, but the 
dramatic landscape is wild, quintes¬ 
sential Snowdonia. 

The Mawddach Trail begins in Dol¬ 
gellau, on a route with which many Sa¬ 
lopians will be familiar from their trips to 
the Mid Wales coast. 

Cadair Idris broods overhead, scowl¬ 
ing in cloud, above the reed-beds, wil¬ 
low and alder, till you emerge at the 
river-bank at Penmaenpool. 

Here the mountains of Aran Fawd- 
dwy and Aran Benllyn rise above the 
textured green and purple hills which 
run all the way to the sea. Pont Bort- 
hanwg, an 1879 wooden toll bridge, 
aesthetically spans the river. You can 
appreciate it in good weather from out¬ 
side The George with an al fresco pint. 

But in bad weather you can hunker 
down in the cosy wooden interior to 
peer at the bridge through old glass 
- The George is an inn which has 
sprawled over time, to include part of 
the old railway station, and the ship¬ 
ping warehouses before that. 

The Mawddach Trail was developed 
by Sustrans as part of the National Cy¬ 
cle Network. It is popular with walkers 
and cyclists, and the gates and picnic 
tables are wheelchair and pushchair 
friendly. Trains once ran along here 
from the coast, till the line was closed 
in 1968. 

Bur before the railway the Mawd¬ 


dach was busy with ships; 100 were 
built in small creeks between 1770 and 
1827. They exported slate and Dol¬ 
gellau woollen flannel, and brought in 
limestone, coal, tea, coffee, and wheat. 
The ships were built from local sessile 
oak which still grows in Abergwynant 
Woods, now a refuge to various butter¬ 
flies - common blue, small copper, and 
speckled wood. 

The landscape changes with the tide 
and the light. 

At high-water the water is green and 
deep. But as the tide recedes, it reveals 
sandbars and a multitude of silver ser¬ 
pentine rivulets. Cloud shadows hurry 
across the water, sometimes making 
everything dark and rain-moody except 
for a shining gold bar on the far bank, 
or a silvery edge to the grey river. 

You reach the salt-marsh and coast 
at Morfa Mawddach with Fairbourne 
just to the south from where ferry boats 
have taken passengers into Barmouth 
since 1569. But it is the railway bridge 
which forms the impressive finale to the 
walk. 

Built in 1867, this colossal wooden 
bridge still carries trains alongside the 
pedestrians. From here you can peer 
down at the oyster catchers and cor¬ 
morants on the sandbars below, and 
look back up-river to the Snowdonia 
Mountains and hills. 

It’s possible to walk the Mawddach 
Trail as a day out from Shropshire - 
take an early train to Machynlleth and 
then the X27 or a T2 bus to Dolgellau. 
There are trains back to Shrewsbury 
from Barmouth - but before you leave 
take a look at The Last Haul’ sculpture 
by the bridge. It is carved from marble 
recently fished from the river where it 
had lain on the bed since the Genoese 
ship The Bronze Bell, sank in 1709. 



The Mawddach Trail begins in Dolgellau, on a route with which many Salopians will be familiar from their trips to the Mid Wales coast 



Aran Benllyn rises above the textured hills and waterways The Mawddach Trail has been developed by Sustrans 


Do you know of any good walks in the Shropshire and Mid Wales areas? Email weeklyeditors@shropshirestar.co.uk 
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Coalport - 5 miles. Min 2 hours 


Woodland, rivers 
and industrial past 


Park next to Bedlam Furnaces 
on Waterloo Road. To the left 
of the furnaces a path climbs 
into parkland, then zig-zags up. 
Turn right at the top and emerge 
facing The Golden Ball Inn. 

Skirt left of the pub then turn right at 
the junction with Jockey Bank, to pass 
the pub car park. Go left at a junction and 
through a gate into a wood. A stepped 
path climbs to a junction. Take the right- 
hand path, climbing beside woodland to a 
waymarked junction. 

Turn right on a path (South Telford 
Way), which runs across two meadows 
into woodland. Ignore smaller paths and 
at a waymarked junction, fork left. The 
track swings left, then a stony track goes 
right, with houses to the left. 

After a bend left and a straight section, 
a stile right gives access to Lee Dingle. 
Follow the main path. At a fork keep right 
then down steps to a road. Cross to Leg- 
ges Way, turn left under two bridges, then 
turn right at the museum entrance. 

Go past the coach park then turn right 
along the railings, skirting the Blists Hill 
site. Ignore paths left and keep close to 
the railings. 

Keep parallel to the canal until you 
glimpse the top of the great Hay Incline, 


then start to descend just to its left, along¬ 
side more railings. 

Descend to a former railway at a bridge 
under the incline. Turn left, then fork right 
at an embedded railway wheel and zig¬ 
zag down to the road. Turn right to pass 
The Shakespeare Inn. 

Cross a bridge over the incline, then 
turn land left again to the towpath of the 
canal. Re-cross the canal at the next foot¬ 
bridge and continue walking to eventually 
join Coalport High Street. 

Keep ahead to join the Silkin Way via 
The Brewery Inn car park; follow it to 
Coalport Bridge and cross the river, and 
turn right onto Severn Way. Go through a 
picnic area, then climb away from the river 
to follow a former track bed. Turn right at 
signs for Silkin Way via Jackfield Bridge; 
the lane loops left to The Boat Inn. 

Continue past cottages, follow a track 
below Maws Craft Centre then along an¬ 
other narrow track. 

Emerge on an access track, but as it 
bends left leave it again. On a street, pass 
Jackfield Tile Museum and keep ahead 
at Jackfield Sidings, passing the Black 
Swan. When a bridge crosses the path 
go down right to the river. Cross Jackfield 
Bridge, then turn left past the Robin Hood 
and the Bird in Hand pubs and return to 
Bedlam Furnaces. 



A display of bluebells is a stunning feature on Helmeth Hill Caer Caradoc, which overlooks the town of Church Stretton 


Bluebell beauty 
on hill top walk 


Bluebells - Helmeth Hill, 
by Julie Bromilow-Nicklen 


IN the spring there are still not enough leaves 
on the trees to obscure the views from the 
top of Helmeth Hill. 

The official footpath circles the hill at a lower con¬ 
tour, but the whole of it is open access and a narrow 
path has been trodden across the ridge allowing you 
views to the surrounding hills; Caradoc, Hope Bowd- 
ler, and the Long Mynd. 

But Helmeth Hill is different in character to these other 
Stretton summits. It has a fence around its edge to keep out 
the sheep, and is cared for by the Woodland Trust - because 
Helmeth Hill is covered in trees. It goes without saying then 
that in May it is also magnificently cloaked with bluebells. 

Helmeth Hill is a short walk from Church Stretton and you 
can reach it by crossing the A49 and following signs to Caer 
Caradoc across the fields and into the narrow valley which 
divides both hills. There is something intangible and ancient 
about this valley and the path and stream which run along it, 
under the overhang of Three Fingers Rock. 

It’s’s not hard to imagine shepherd boys playing flutes 
under the trees, though it’s a pair of mallards I see ambling 
among the marsh-marigolds. 

Prolific 

Helmeth Hill is through the gates on your right. In early 
summer the bluebells are prolific, the colour profound and 
tranquil, the scent lugubrious and heady. Waves of them 
flow over the contours of the hill and pour down the slopes. 

Steps are cut into the path, and the steepness and shape 
of the hill give the bluebells extra perspective - you can look 
down at them on the flat ground around your boots, but 
also see them parading in profile along the curving hill-side 
above you Or you can sit on a step and meet them at eye 
level. 

Rain has flattened their leaves but the flower stems stand 
tall. They drift into the distance but are cut off in a sharp line 
by the perimeter fence beyond which grazing sheep keep 
new shoots, be they bluebells or trees, most precisely guz¬ 
zled. 

The calls of chiff-chaffs, mistle thrushes and blue tits res¬ 
onate, and secretive wrens dart between the trunks. It’s a 
lively woodland, managed to allow light and space between 
the trees. The hazel is coppiced, garlanded with wild hon¬ 
eysuckle and the holly is glossy-dark. Hawthorn leaves and 
blossoms are out, the ash twigs still bare, and the small 
oaks on the summit are unfurling still tiny leaves. 

On the summit is a creeping spray of something I don’t 
know the name of. But it is the bluebells which steal and sof¬ 
ten the scene, powerfully, indulgently, seductively delicate. 



Helmeth Lake (foreground) with Helmeth Hill in the background 


- jr ,f 



The Long Mynd viewed from Helmeth Hill in south Shropshire 


Why not join forces with fellow walking enthusiasts? See Shropshire Ramblers’ website www.shropshireramblers.org.uk/ 
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The tea room and pavilion at Carding Mill Valley A view of Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton 

Streams collide 
on gentle climb 


LITTLE STRETTON to 
CHURCH STRETTON 


Historic canal and 


wonderful 

The North Shropshire town 
of Ellesmere is known as 
Shropshire’s ‘Lake Dis¬ 
trict’, and this walk around 
the town’s largest mere is 
a popular one. 

Start at the Boathouse Visitor Cen¬ 
tre, on the main approach into the 
town from Shrewsbury, crossing the 
road and heading through the wood¬ 
en gate opposite into Castlefields. 

Follow the surfaced path and as the 
road bends to the left, take the steep grass 
path up the bank to your right. Follow the 
path to a kissing gate at the boundary with 
Sandy Lane. 

Cross straight over Sandy Lane and 
enter the Plantation Nature Reserve oppo¬ 
site. This site is managed by Shropshire 
Wildlife Trust. 

Follow the path straight ahead, up the 
steps and bear left at the top where the 
path forks. 

You will shortly come to a ‘cross-roads’ 
of paths. Turn right, down the slope and 
then left at the bottom. 

In the distance is the Llangollen Canal, 
recognised as one of the most attractive 
inland waterways in Britain. 

The canal stretches for 46 miles(74km) 
from the Horseshoe Falls in Llangollen 


scenery 

to Hurleston Junction near 'Wantwich, 
providing a link between the Welsh hills, 
Shropshire ‘Lake District’ and low-lying 
Cheshire plain. 

Continue following this path until you 
reach the canal and then turn right along 
the towpath signposted to the town cen¬ 
tre. 

When you reach footbridge No 59 at the 
canal junction, cross the footbridge and 
turn right, following the towpath for 400 
metres along the Ellesmere branch. 

Many of the buildings here are a key 
part of Shropshire’s canal heritage. Beech 
House (opposite the Ellesmere Branch 
Junction) was the former headquarters 
of legendary canal engineer, Thomas 
Telford. 

When you reach the end of the canal 
turn right and walk up Wharf Road into the 
town centre. Turn right at the junction and 
then bear right onto High Street. 

After the Ellesmere Hotel, turn left into 
Watergate Street, then right at the T-junc¬ 
tion onto Church Street. Cross at the pe¬ 
destrian crossing and after a few paces 
turn left at the finger post signposted to 
The Mere and Cremorne Gardens. 

Turn right at the next fingerpost, sign¬ 
posted Visitor Centre and follow the path 
out through the gates and along the 
Promenade back to the Boathouse Visitor 
Centre. 


THE route from Little Stretton to Church Stret¬ 
ton is a gradual climb up the Ashbrook Valley 
onto the Long Mynd. It’s crammed with amaz¬ 
ing scenery... but be prepared to get your feet 
wet. 

This route, which should take around three hours, starts in Little 
Stretton outside the Ragleth Inn. 

1 . Buses stop by the Ragleth Inn from both north and south. Walk up the 
lane left of the pub and turn right at T-junction. Continue along this lane 
towards the camp site and bear left over the footbridge and ford. 

2 Once over, turn right to cross a stile to enter a camping field. Keep 
ahead to another stile and progress ahead on a well-trodden path. Go 
over another stile and on to a footbridge over the stream to pass by cot¬ 
tages. 

3 The path now hugs the banks of the Ash Brook as it tumbles down the 
batch. It crosses from side to side up to a confluence of streams. At this 
point the path keeps right and then left to climb up stone steps to rise away 
from the water on the hillside. 

Take the left fork to run along the hillside above the stream. The path 
eventually meets with the stream again and continues up to the heather 
clad moor until it meets the road. This path is slippery when wet. 

4 Go left on road and in 20 metres turn right on a track (waymarked as 
the Pole Bank Walk). This rises up to a cross-road where you meet the 
Shropshire Way. Go right and the track reaches the Shooting Box where 
you cross the road and pass by a car park. The track soon joins another 
where you keep left and then continue ahead until you reach a junction of 
tracks, and your way is waymarked as Pole Bank Walk. 

5 Go right at the junction and keep right within metres to begin to de¬ 
scend into the valley. The bridle-path, known as Mott’s Road at this point, 
drops more steeply into the valley to a car park. Continue to walk to the 
National Trust Pavilion Tearooms in Carding Mill Valley. 

6 Continue down the valley on the road and just after the coach parking 
area, leave the road to rise up on a path on the right to meet Burway 
Road. Go left to pass by the cattle grid and walk along the road into Church 
Stretton. Go ahead at the main crossroads and progress down Sandford 
Avenue to the left turn for Beaumont Road. The bus stop is outside the cafe 
and butchers. 

For bus timetables and further information visit www.travelshropshire. 
co.uk or contact Traveline 0871 200 22 33. 


Finish , 




• Start 

O c.fe Strtojn 


You will need three hours to complete this most scenic walk 


Do you and your beloved pet enjoy discovering new places to explore? Visit www.meetup.com/Shropshire-Dog-Walks/ 
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FEATURE & NEWS 


The life of this little bird 
is not all black and white 


ARE you in need of some 
post-Christmas cheer, or per¬ 
haps just looking to see some¬ 
thing out the window whilst re¬ 
cuperating after a ‘heavy’ festive 
season? 

Either way there is one animal that 
can do it for you. It is an ever-active, 
industrious, energetic and lively little 
bird that bucks the lethargic trend at 
this time of the year. 

Named simply ‘white’ on the continent 
where it is the national bird of Latvia, and 
given a second colour here on our island: 
black. The pied wagtail is certainly well- 
named but, it turns out, erroneously so. 

However it can also claim to genuinely be 
the reason behind a new word in the latin 
lexica. The white wagtail was one of the 
many species originally described by Lin¬ 
naeus in his 18th-century work, Systerna 
Naturae, and it still bears its original name 
of Motacilla alba. The Latin genus name 
originally meant “little mover”, but certain 
medieval writers thought it meant “wag 
tail”, giving rise to a new Latin word cilia 
for “tail”. The specific epithet alba is Latin 
for “white”. 

Birds are of course very closely related 
to reptiles and you could do worse to intro¬ 
duce people to birds by comparing them to 
crocodiles. The shape of a crocodile’s snout 
reveals almost all you need to know about 
its diet. Travel to Australia and you’ll find 
two main species; the saltwater crocodile 
and the freshwater crocodile. The former 
has a huge, broad snout and takes large, 
lumbering mammals including wallabies, 



pigs and people. The latter has a much 
thinner snout and is exclusively a fish eater, 
using its long, pointed jaws to snap at its 
fast-moving prey. Birds are often similar. 
Long beaks are needed to snatch and spear 
fast moving animals such as fish or, on the 
case of the pointy-beaked wagtail, insects. 
Short, fat beaks are used to crack large nuts 
or immobile seedcases. The exact composi¬ 
tion of the diet of pied wagtails varies by 
location, but terrestrial and aquatic insects 
and other small invertebrates form the 
major part of their diet. 

These range from beetles, dragonflies, 
small snails, spiders, worms, crustaceans, 
to maggots found in carcasses and, most 
importantly, flies; it is an excellent con¬ 
troller of these. The reason for mentioning 
the pied wagtail at this time of the year is 
three-fold. Firstly it is easier to see. Dead 
vegetation means this small bird can be 
distinguished from the now-non-existent 
quaking grass stems and swaying leaves. 
Secondly it frequently calls when in its un¬ 
dulating flight over familiar land. 

The call allows the bird to check for an 
answering one and see if there’s already a 
wagtail below. They often gather at dusk to 
form large roosts in city centres and there¬ 
fore the third reason is simply that they are 
easier to see in our towns because of their 
numbers and in rural areas because of their 
habits. 



Ben’s photograph of a pied wagtail, an energetic little bird 


Serious offences 
must be sent to 
court, says chief 

OFFENDERS who commit serious crimes do not deserve 
a “chance” by being given a police caution rather than be¬ 
ing dealt with by the courts, Shropshire’s police and crime 
commissioner has said. 

Bill Longmore was speaking after it was revealed thou¬ 
sands of violent criminals and scores of sex offenders had 
escaped with police cautions in the past five years across 
the force area. 

West Mercia Police, which covers Shropshire, has issued 
14,000 cautions for all offences since 2009. 

More than 5,000 of those were handed out for violent 
offences, and about 150 for sex offences. The number of 
cautions handed out for sex offences or violent crimes in¬ 
creased in 2013 for the first time in four years - despite a 
Government drive to ensure more criminals are charged 
and face the courts. 

Mr Longmore, commissioner for West Mercia, said there 
was a place for cautions to be used within the policing and 
criminal justice system. 

“But that option cannot be abused,” he added. 

“Whether or not it’s the right thing to do needs to be 
carefully assessed on an individual basis. 

“As I’ve always said, there are some offenders who just 
don’t deserve the sort of ‘chance’ that things like cautions 
and restorative justice can offer. 

“Those people should always be dealt with by the courts, 
and the police need to make sure they aren’t giving cautions 
to the sorts of offenders who need a stronger approach. 

“We have a group of magistrates that perform random 
checks to see how appropriately police are using cautions 
and community resolutions in West Mercia, and we’re add¬ 
ing to that with a new ethics, trust and integrity group that 
has been set up, which will do more work along similar 
lines. 

“However, with the early figures showing a significant 
drop in cautions so far in 2014, it seems that the police 
are moving towards other forms of justice and a more vic¬ 
tim-centred approach.” 

West Mercia Police spokeswoman Abbey Hartley said the 
force gathered the “best available evidence” before making 
a decision on how to deal with an incident “based on the 
individual circumstances. 

A caution is a formal warning issued to someone who has 
admitted committing an offence. 
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30 SATURDAY’S TELEVISION 



Pointless Celebrities 

6.05pm 

Alexander Armstrong presents an FA 
Cup special, quizzing a selection of 
players, presenters and pundits. Those 
taking part are Gabby Logan, Mark 
Chapman, Jacqui Oatley, Jason 
Mohammad, Robbie Savage, Phil 
Neville, Jermaine Jenas and Trevor 
Sinclair. 



6.00 Breakfast. 


10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live. James Martin is 
joined by chefs Nathan Outlaw and Ken 
Yamada, and Call the Midwife star Laura 
Main faces her food heaven or hell. 

11.30 Nigel Slater’s Dish of the Day. (R) 

12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 

1.00 Bargain Hunt. David Harper and Mark 
Stacey guide two teams through the 
antiques fair at Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset, and Tim Wonnacott visits 
Stourhead, Wiltshire. (R) 

2.00 Escape to the Continent. A Wiltshire 
couple who want to move to Dubrovnik, 
Croatia. (R) 

2.30 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the 
opening day of the tournament, staged 
at the Lakeside Country Club at Frimley 
Green, featuring matches in the 
opening round of the men’s and ladies’ 
competitions. Coverage continues on 
BBC2. 

4.30 Final Score. A round-up of this 
afternoon’s football results. 

5.20 BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 

5.35 Celebrity Mastermind. With Gethin 

Jones, Ben Bailey Smith, Aasmah Mir 
and Mark Little. 

6.05 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong hosts an FA Cup special, 
quizzing Gabby Logan, Robbie Savage, 
Mark Chapman, Phil Neville, Jermaine 
Jenas, Jacqui Oatley, Jason 
Mohammad and Trevor Sinclair. 

7.00 Frank Sinatra: Our Way. Alexander 
Armstrong and Rochelle Humes host 
this one-off music contest in which 
seven acts perform their own renditions 
of songs made famous by Frank 
Sinatra. 

8.15 The National Lottery: Win Your Wish 
List. Shane Richie hosts the game 
show in which two contestants answer 
questions to try to win each other’s 
dream prizes. Including the lottery 
draws, with Kate Garraway. 

9.05 Casualty. As 2015 approaches, Connie 
lets her personal life cloud her 
judgement and Zoe is saddened when 
alcoholic Molly is brought in, having 
been found unconscious in the park. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.15 Mrs Brown’s Boys. The second of two 
festive episodes. Agnes increases her 
home security after a spate of local 
burglaries, while Cathy is feeling 
broody, giving lovelorn Buster Brady an 
idea. (R) 

10.50 Match of the Day: FA Cup Highlights. 

Action from the latest third-round 
matches, which saw the lower league 
sides aiming to cause an upset against 
those from the Premier League and 
Championship; National Lottery 
Update. 

12.00 FILM: Lesbian Vampire Killers (2009). 

Two friends on a weekend getaway 
battle to survive a visit to a town 
populated by bloodthirsty vampire 
women. Comedy horror, starring James 
Corden and Mathew Horne. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

1.25 BBC News. 



Charlie Brooker’s 2014 Wipe 

10.45pm 

The broadcaster takes a satirical look 
back at the events of the past year, 
casting his eye over the news, film, TV 
and social media. Among the stories he 
reflects on are the ice-bucket challenge 
craze and the poppy installation at the 
Tower of London to mark the centenary 
of the outbreak of the First World War. 



Big Star’s Little Star 

4.55pm 

Stephen Mulhern invites three 
youngsters to spill the beans about 
their famous parents. Playing to win up 
to £15,000 for their favourite charities 
are 2003 Rugby World Cup winner Ben 
Cohen, 2000 Olympics heptathlon 
champion Denise Lewis, and 1990s 
football star Neil Ruddock. 



i 

Britain’s Wildest Weather 2014 

7.30pm 


Last year, the nation was hit by 
tornados, floods, hurricanes and 
ferocious storms, as well as the chilliest 
August in more than two decades, but 
also enjoyed the hottest Halloween on 
record. This documentary presents 
eyewitness footage of an unpredictable 
12 months. 



Most Shocking Celebrity 
Moments 2014 

9pm 

Countdown of the biggest 
showbusiness stories and scandals of 
the year, from Solange Knowles 
attacking brother-in-law Jay Z in a lift, to 
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini’s whirlwind 
romance and marriage as well as her 
return to The X Factor. 


E 

IBC2 

i 


ITV 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


6.00 Animal Park. A tapir cub takes its first 
steps. (R) 

6.30 FILM: Hue and Cry (1947). Ealing 
comedy, starring Alastair Sim. 

7.50 FILM: The Titfield Thunderbolt (1953). 

Ealing comedy, starring Stanley 
Holloway. 

9.10 Fred Dibnah’s Building of Britain. 

Norman engineering techniques. (R) 

9.40 Fred Dibnah’s Building of Britain. 

Castles of north Wales. (R) 

10.10 British Isles: A Natural History. The 

evolution of Britain’s wildlife. (R) 

11.00 FA Cup Rewind: Third-Round 

Classics. A look back at memorable 
goals and upsets. 

12.00 The Great British Bake Off 

Masterclass. Paul Hollywood and Mary 
Berry give the first of four tutorials. (R) 
1.00 The A to Z of TV Cooking. The 

alphabetical tour of the BBC’s culinary 
archive reaches the letter L. (R) 

1.05 The World’s Most Photographed. The 
images of 10 major figures from history, 
beginning with Elvis Presley. (R) 

1.35 FILM: Viva Las Vegas (1964). Musical, 
starring Elvis Presley. 

3.00 Big Dreams Small Spaces. Monty Don 
helps create two gardens inspired by 
Norway and Japan. Last in the series. 

(R) 

4.00 Restoring England’s Heritage. John 
Sergeant visits endangered historic 
buildings in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. 

4.30 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Further coverage of 
the opening day of the tournament. 

5.30 Tigers About the House - What 
Happened Next. Part one of two. 
Catching up with Giles Clark and the 
Sumatran tiger cubs he was hand¬ 
rearing. (R) 

6.30 Sacred Wonders of Britain. Neil Oliver 
visits Bronze and Iron Age sites that 
were important to ancient Britons, 
examining a causeway built across fens 
near Peterborough and learning about 
druids on Anglesey. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. The vicar and the verger 
enlist in the Home Guard, but their over- 
enthusiastic man-management brings 
the wrath of Warden Hodges down 
upon the platoon. (R) 

8.00 Rubens: An Extra Large Story. 

Waldemar Januszczak examines the life 
and art of Flemish baroque artist Peter 
Paul Rubens, correcting the 
misconceptions that have arisen about 
him and re-evaluating his work. 

9.00 FILM: Albert Nobbs (2011). Premiere. 

A woman living in disguise as a man in 
19th-century Ireland decides to find a 
wife after a meeting with a fellow cross¬ 
dresser. Drama, with Glenn Close and 
Mia Wasikowska. 

10.45 Charlie Brooker’s 2014 Wipe. A 

satirical look back at the events of the 
past 12 months. (R) 

11.45 Darts: BDO World Championships. 

Action from the opening day at the 
Lakeside Country Club in Frimley 
Green, featuring first-round matches in 
the men’s and ladies’ competitions. 

12.35 Darts Extra. 

2.35 This Is BBC2. 


6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 6.25 
Pat & Stan 6.35 Pat & Stan 6.40 Dino 
Dan 6.50 Dino Dan 7.05 Canimals 
7.10 Canimals 7.20 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story 7.25 Sooty 7.35 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series 7.50 Hulk 
and the Agents of Smash 8.15 Horrid 
Henry 8.30 Nerds & Monsters 8.45 
Nerds & Monsters 9.00 Deadtime 
Stories 

9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. The host 
takes his successful talk show 
stateside. 

10.20 Murder, She Wrote. Part one of two. 
Jessica visits an Irish castle. (R) 

11.15 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.25 Ejector Seat. Quiz show, hosted by 
Andi Peters. Contestants try to prevent 
their seats edging backwards toward 
ejection point, with the last one 
competing for a £10,000 jackpot. (R) 

12.25 The 21 st Question. Quiz show, hosted 
by Gethin Jones. (R) 

1.25 FILM: Columbo: Lovely but Lethal 
(1973). The shabby sleuth suspects 
industrial espionage is involved when a 
chemist working for a cosmetics 
company is murdered. Crime drama, 
with Peter Falk, Vincent Price and 
Martin Sheen. 

2.55 Who’s Doing the Dishes? Four diners 
try to guess the identity of their mystery 
celebrity host. (R) 

3.55 Tipping Point. Quiz show, hosted by 
Ben Shephard. (R) 

4.55 Big Star’s Little Star. With Ben Cohen, 
Denise Lewis and Neil Ruddock. (R) 

5.55 ITV News Central; Weather. 

6.05 ITV News and Weather. 

6.20 FILM: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang (2010). A woman struggling to 
look after her children and the family 
farm receives a helping hand from the 
magical nanny. Fantasy comedy, 
starring Emma Thompson and Maggie 
Gyllenhaal. 

8.30 Take Me Out. New series. A 
gamekeeper, a bus driver, a magician 
and a student set out to impress a 
line-up of single women and take one of 
them for a break in the sun. Paddy 
McGuinness hosts. 

9.30 FILM: The Hangover (2009). Premiere. 
Three men on a stag weekend in Las 
Vegas wake up to find they have lost 
the groom and cannot remember the 
night before. Comedy, with Bradley 
Cooperand Zach Galifianakis. 

11.30 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.45 FILM: Dog Day Afternoon (1975). A 
hapless bank robber sees his simple 
heist turn into a hostage situation and a 
media circus. Sidney Lumet’s fact- 
based drama, starring Al Pacino, John 
Cazale and Charles Durning. 

1.55 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. The host 
takes his successful talk show 
stateside, where he invites American 
guests to air their differences. (R) 

3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 FILM: Arabian Adventure (1979). 

Fantasy adventure, starring Oliver 
Tobias. 

7.55 The Morning Line. Nick Luck presents 
from Sandown Park. 

8.55 The King of Queens. Doug makes an 
unsettling discovery. (R) 

9.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra 
makes Ray jealous. (R) 

9.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ray 
prepares to tell Ally the facts of life. (R) 

10.25 Frasier. The shrink unwittingly offers to 
pay for Daphne’s wedding. (R) 

10.55 Frasier. The shrink finds himself the butt 
of practical jokes. (R) 

11.25 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. Coulson 
and Whitehall’s forces meet in an 
explosive confrontation. (R) 

12.25 Gadget Man’s Guide to Christmas. A 

gadget-packed guide to the festive 
season.(R) 

1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park and Wincanton. 

4.00 FILM: Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (2009). Comedy, starring 
Zachary Levi. 

5.45 The Simpsons. Homer is cast as the 
lead in a superhero movie. (R) 

6.10 The Simpsons. Bart plays a prank on 
Mrs Krabappel, but it backfires and 
results in her being fired - leaving him 
feeling so guilty that he resolves to do 
everything he can to get her reinstated. 

(R) 

6.35 The Simpsons. Marge campaigns 
against a violent sport that has 
captivated Springfield’s male 
population, antagonising promoter 
Chett Englebrecht, who challenges her 
to a fight. (R) 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2014. 

Eyewitness footage capturing an 
unpredictable year of weather, from 
tornados, hurricanes and storms to the 
chilliest August in more than two 
decades and the hottest Halloween 
ever. (R) 

9.00 FILM: Taken (2008). A former CIA agent 
puts his old skills to use in rescuing his 
daughter from a gang of European sex 
traffickers. Thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson, Famke Janssen and Maggie 
Grace. 

10.50 Bill Bailey Qualmpeddler. Stand-up 
comedy from London’s Hammersmith 
Apollo, accompanied by light-hearted 
musical numbers, from religious 
dubstep and German folk-metal to a 
reggae version of Downton Abbey. 

11.50 FILM: The Godfather: Part III (1990). 
Ageing Mafia don Michael Corleone is 
haunted by past crimes as he tries to 
legitimise his family business. Crime 
drama sequel, starring Al Pacino, Andy 
Garcia and Diane Keaton. 

2.55 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Peri takes drastic 
action when Nancy confronts her, while 
Robbie learns what Rick has been up 
to, and DS Thorpe plans to tear the 
Roscoes apart. (R) 

5.05 Hugh’s 3 Good Things. 

5.15 Secret Eaters. Two sisters in 

Birmingham have their eating habits 
scrutinised. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig 6.05 Angelina 
Ballerina 6.20 Pip Ahoy! 6.30 The Mr 
Men Show 6.40 Chloe’s Closet 6.55 
Oily the Little White Van 7.00 Bananas 
in Pyjamas 7.15 Make Way for Noddy 
7.25 Paw Patrol 7.45 Little Princess 
8.00 The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky 8.15 Wanda 
and the Alien 8.30 Zack and Quack 
8.45 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom 
9.05 Jelly Jamm 9.20 LazyTown 

9.50 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. The 
gang is hunted by a mutant turtle with a 
personal vendetta. (R) 

10.25 Access. Showbiz news and gossip. (R) 

10.30 Ice Road Truckers. Alex Debogorski 
gets his first taste of Canada’s 
Dempster Highway. (R) 

11.30 Ice Road Truckers. Hugh and Rick 
search for abandoned trailers. (R) 

12.30 Ice Road Truckers. Rick makes a 
mistake that puts himself and Hugh in 
danger. (R) 

1.25 FILM: McLintock! (1963). Comedy 
Western, starring John Wayne. 

3.55 FILM: The Searchers (1956). John 
Ford’s Western, starring John Wayne. 

6.20 FILM: Zulu (1964). Fact-based 
historical drama about two British Army 
officers who rallied a small force of men 
against the might of 4,000 Zulu warriors 
in 1879. With Michael Caine and 
Stanley Baker. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity Moments 
2014. Countdown of the biggest 
showbusiness stories and scandals of 
the year, from Solange Knowles 
attacking Jay Zina lift to Russell 
Brand’s attempt to start a revolution. (R) 

11.55 Access. Showbiz news and gossip. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.10 Autopsy: Michael Jackson’s Last 

Hours. Forensic pathologist Dr Richard 
Shepherd investigates the cases of 
celebrities who died unexpectedly, 
beginning with pop superstar Michael 
Jackson.(R) 

4.00 House Doctor. Ann Maurice and 

co-presenter Tris Payne visit Ewhurst 
Green in East Sussex to transform a 
200-year-old cottage. (R) 

4.25 Make It Big. Jess gets a warning from 
HQ after her recent bad behaviour. 

Suraj gives the team a pep talk - but the 
effects do not last long. (R) 

4.50 Make It Big. Matt, Alanna and Farriae 
spearhead the publicity campaign by 
visiting local radio stations, but Josh is 
not happy with the team’s behaviour. 

(R) 

5.15 Angels of Jarm. Bindi is jealous of 
Jess’s new coat. (R) 

5.20 Angels of Jarm. Wendy is scared of 
Fatima’s mum because of her clothes. 

(R) 

5.30 Angels of Jarm. The children are 
warned not to touch anything in the 
kitchen, but when they start baking 
cakes Angel Rate has to come down 
and look after them. (R) 

5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 











SUNDAY’S TELEVISION 31 



Match of the Day Live 

5.20pm 

Arsenal v Hull City (Kick-off 5.30pm). 
Gary Lineker presents coverage of the 
FA Cup third-round match from the 
Emirates Stadium, where last season’s 
finalists face each other. The Tigers had 
looked like pulling off an unexpected 
victory when James Chester and Curtis 
Davies gave them a 2-0 lead. 



6.00 Breakfast. 


7.55 Match of the Day: FA Cup Highlights. 

Action from the latest third-round 
matches, which saw the lower league 
sides aiming to cause an upset against 
those from the Premier League and 
Championship. (R) 

9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 

10.00 Homes Under the Hammer. Developers 
Lucy Alexander and Martin Roberts 
explore properties about to be 
auctioned, then talk to the buyers about 
their plans for the buildings. (R) 

11.00 Escape to the Country. Denise Nurse 
helps a couple find their ideal home in 
Suffolk with a large kitchen-diner, a 
studio and a garden facing south-west. 

(R) 

12.00 Bargain Hunt. Anita Manning and Philip 
Serrell help two teams search for 
antiques at Wetherby Racecourse, West 
Yorkshire. Presented by Tim Wonnacott. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Flog It! Philip Serrell and Elizabeth 
Talbot value items at Wellington College 
near Windsor, including micro-mosaic 
jewellery, and Paul Martin takes time out 
to visit Windsor Great Park. 

2.15 Songs of Praise. Connie Fisher 
celebrates the spiritual side of Elvis 
Presley. 

2.50 FA Cup Final Score. Jason Mohammad 
presents an FA Cup edition of the 
football results and report show, 
bringing the key moments and reports 
from today’s third-round matches. 

5.00 BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 

5.20 Match of the Day Live. Arsenal v Hull 
City (Kick-off 5.30pm). Gary Lineker 
presents coverage of the FA Cup third- 
round match from the Emirates 
Stadium, where last season’s finalists 
face each other. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Love is in the air 

in the corner shop as Granville 
continues his attempts to woo Mavis, 
Gastric needs yet more help with his 
love life and Leroy arouses jealousy. 

8.00 Countryfile. Adam Henson presents a 
special edition focusing on rare-breed 
farm animals, introducing his old spot 
pigs and Exmoor ponies, and looks 
back at memorable items featuring rare 
breeds. Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

9.00 Last Tango in Halifax. Alan finally lets 
Celia into his secret about Gary, but is 
saddened when she punishes Caroline 
for his mistake. Gillian loses her job 
after a humiliating visit from Cheryl. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup Highlights. 
Mark Chapman presents action from 
today’s third-round matches, which saw 
the lower league sides aiming to cause 
an upset against those from the Premier 
League and Championship. 

11.50 The Apprentice USA. New series. 
Donald Trump kicks off another 
celebrity edition, with candidates 
including Gary Busey, Dionne Warwick, 
Meat Loaf, La Toya Jackson and David 
Cassidy selling pizzas. 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

1.20 BBC News. 



Top Gear Patagonia Special 

7pm 

The first half of a two-part special, the 
filming of which caused controversy in 
Argentina because of a registration 
plate that drew links to the Falklands 
War. Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May take three 
used V8-engined sports cars on a 
gruelling road trip covering 1,600 miles. 


Diversity Live 

7pm 

An entertainment special with the 
street-dance crew, featuring a range of 
spectacular new routines and 
appearances by special guests. Fresh 
from their UK arena tour, the Britain’s Got 
Talent 2009 winners flex their creative 
muscles and demonstrate how all forms 
of dance have inspired their career. 



Phil Spencer: Secret Agent 

7pm 


Phil Spencer is on the Mersey, trying to 
sell two properties with problem 
pooches. Ron hasn’t been able to part 
with his four-bedroom family home after 
18 months on the market, and it looks 
like his beloved pug Janice is to blame. 
On the Wirral, Phil has got his hands full 
with Sandy and her six dogs. 



6.15 Great British Garden Revival. 

Herbaceous borders and kitchen 
gardens. (R) 

7.15 Glorious Gardens from Above. 

Christine Walkden visits Bodnant 
Garden in Snowdonia. (R) 

8.00 Countryfile. Compilation of archive 
items about rural celebrations. (R) 

9.00 FA Cup Rewind: Third-Round 

Classics. A look back at memorable 
goals and upsets. (R) 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

Highlights of the series. 

11.30 Food & Drink. Tom Kerridge takes over 
as host, with guests Si King and Dave 
Myers. (R) 

12.00 The Great British Bake Off 

Masterclass. Tutorial on making trifle, 
floating islands, custard tarts and 
spanakopita. (R) 

I. 00 Live Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Coverage of the 
second day of the tournament. 

4.45 Ski Sunday. New series. Including 
World Cup highlights from Munich. 

5.30 Coast. A circular tour of the Irish Sea. 

(R) 

6.00 Tigers About the House - What 

Happened Next. Part two of two. The 
Clarks see the harsh reality of tiger 
poaching in Indonesia, while Spot faces 
an operation that may end with him 
losing all vision. (R) 

7.00 Top Gear Patagonia Special. Part one 
of two. Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May take used 
sports cars on a gruelling trip to the 
world’s southernmost city to stage a 
game of car football. (R) 

8.00 Kate Humble - Into the Volcano. Part 
one of two. Kate joins a team of 
geologists on a research expedition to 
the Vanuatu archipelago in the southern 
Pacific, and explores the volcano of 
Mount Yasur on Tanna. 

9.00 Reinventing the Royals. First of a two- 
part documentary in which Steve 
Hewlett tells the inside story of the 
relationship between the monarchy and 
the media during the past 20 years. 

10.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Jeremy 

Clarkson, Sandi Toksvig, Danny Baker 
and Alan Davies attempt to answer host 
Stephen Fry’s range of fiendish 
questions on the topics of luck and 
loss. 

10.45 Racing Legends: Barry Sheene. Jim 

Moir (Vic Reeves) pays tribute to the 
former motorcycle racing world 
champion, examining how he rose to 
the top of his sport and became a 
popular public figure. (R) 

II. 45 Darts: BDO World Championships. 

Action from the second day at the 
Lakeside Country Club in Frimley 
Green, featuring first-round matches in 
the men’s and ladies’ competitions. 

12.35 Darts Extra. Day two of the BDO World 
Championships. 

2.35 Sign Zone: Countryfile. Compilation of 
archive items about rural celebrations. 

(R) 

3.35 Sign Zone: Holby City. (R) 

4.35 This Is BBC2. Preview of upcoming 
programmes. 



6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 6.25 
Pat & Stan 6.35 Pat & Stan 6.40 Dino 
Dan 6.50 Dino Dan 7.05 Canimals 
7.10 Canimals 7.20 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story 7.25 Sooty 7.35 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series 7.50 
Ultimate Spider-Man 8.15 Horrid Henry 
8.30 Nerds & Monsters 8.45 Nerds & 
Monsters 9.00 Deadtime Stories 

9.25 FILM: Columbo: Agenda for Murder 
(1990). A crooked lawyer murders a 
blackmailer and makes it look like 
suicide - but the shabby sleuth sees 
through his ruse. Starring Peter Falk 
and Patrick McGoohan, who also 
directed. 

11.15 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.25 Britain’s Best Bakery. Independent 
bakeries compete to impress judges 
Mich Turner and Peter Sidwell. (R) 

12.25 Inside the National Trust. Michael 
Buerk goes behind the scenes of 
National Trust sites. (R) 

1.25 River Monsters. Jeremy Wade heads 
to the rivers of India’s Himalayan 
region. (R) 

1.55 Midsomer Murders. Barnaby and 
Jones discover a murdered council 
clerk was an expert blackmailer, and 
visit the home of his latest victims to 
work out who might have done the 
deed.(R) 

3.55 FILM: On Her Majesty’s Secret Service 
(1969). James Bond is sent to track 
down master criminal and arch-enemy 
Blofeld, who is intent on destroying 
world peace. Spy adventure, with 
George Lazenby, Telly Savalas and 
Diana Rigg. 

6.35 ITV News Central; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News and Weather. 

7.00 Diversity Live. An entertainment special 

with the street-dance crew, fresh from 
their UK arena tour, featuring a range of 
spectacular new routines and 
appearances by special guests. 

8.00 Foyle’s War. New series. The detective 
is drawn into the world of corrupt Nazi 
businessmen when a university 
professor is found murdered in a park 
after working as a translator in 
Nuremberg. 

10.00 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.15 FILM: Hot Fuzz (2007). A zealous 
policeman is relocated to a sleepy 
country village, where a series of grisly 
so-called accidents arouses his 
suspicions. Action comedy, starring 
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost. 

12.25 Premiership Rugby Union. Highlights 
of the latest top-flight fixtures, which 
included London Welsh v Harlequins, 
Leicester Tigers v Bath and Exeter 
Chiefs v Gloucester. 

1.20 The Store. Home shopping. 

2.55 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. The host 
takes his successful talk show 
stateside, where he invites American 
guests to air their differences. (R) 

3.40 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. The host 
invites guests to air their differences, 
and provides them with his own brand 
of no-nonsense advice. (R) 


Channel 4 


6.10 NFL: The American Football Show. 

Highlights from the 17th and final week 
of the regular season. (R) 

7.05 How I Met Your Mother. Ted finds out 
Barney slept with Robin. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra 
runs for school president. (R) 

7.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra 
offends Lois. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. Niles becomes an art critic. (R) 

9.00 Frasier. Martin plans his own funeral. 

(R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. With guests Jason 
Donovan, Isa Guha and Fryars. 

12.30 The Big Bang Theory. Penny and 
Bernadette shop for bridesmaid 
dresses without Amy. (R) 

12.55 The Big Bang Theory. Leonard and 
Penny endure an awkward night at the 
cinema. (R) 

1.20 The Big Bang Theory. Stuart asks Amy 
out on a date. (R) 

1.50 FILM: Angus, Thongs and Perfect 
Snogging (2008). Comedy drama, 
starring Georgia Groome. 

3.50 FILM: Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010). 

Family comedy, starring Zachary 
Gordon. 

5.40 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. New 

series. Laura Hamilton advises former 
pub landlady Janice Gibson, who wants 
to swap her Newcastle lifestyle for a 
new start in the Mar Menor area of 
southern Spain. 

7.00 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. Phil 
Spencer is on the Mersey, meeting a 
man struggling to part with his four- 
bedroom home and helping a 
beautician living with six dogs. 

8.00 The Hotel. Mark organises a record- 
breaking attempt to bake Britain’s 
biggest scone, but Cavendish owner 
Vicky does not have much faith in head 
chef Gerry’s ability to pull it off. 

9.00 Walking the Nile. New series. Levison 
Wood treks the length of the River Nile 
from source to sea, on a nine-month 
expedition taking him through jungles, 
savannahs, deserts, cities and war 
zones. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Christmas Special. Jimmy Carr hosts 
the comedy panel show’s version of the 
words-and-numbers quiz, with team 
captains Sean Lock and Jon 
Richardson joined by Kathy Burke and 
David Baddiel. (R) 

11.05 Rude Tube: Welcome to 2015. Alex 
Zane explores the 100 most popular 
internet videos of the past 12 months in 
a special edition of the show, featuring 
the spider-dog prank. (R) 

1.00 FILM: Thirst (2009). Horror, starring 
Kang-ho Song. 

3.15 The Guides. (R) 

3.30 Mesh: Tourist Trap. (R) 

3.35 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. A 
hairdresser comes to the aid of a former 
binman. (R) 

4.30 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. A home in 
Fixby, near Huddersfield in West 
Yorkshire. (R) 

5.25 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites. (R) 

5.40 Small Animal Hospital. (R) 



Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away 

11am 

Paul and Steve discover a locked 
wooden case when they are called to 
evict tenants from a flat in London’s 
Docklands. Opening it up, they realise 
they urgently need police back-up - 
and the property quickly becomes a 
crime scene. Brian and Graham head to 
Swindon Town FC to collect a debt. 


Channel 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig 6.05 Roary the 
Racing Car 6.15 Angelina Ballerina 
6.30 Pip Ahoy! 6.40 The Mr Men Show 
6.50 Chloe’s Closet 7.05 Oily the Little 
White Van 7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas 
7.20 Make Way for Noddy 7.35 Paw 
Patrol 7.55 Little Princess 8.10 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky 8.25 Wanda and the 
Alien 8.40 Zack and Quack 8.55 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom 9.15 Jelly 
Jamm 9.30 LazyTown 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. The 
turtles learn a shocking secret about 
April’s past. (R) 

10.35 Monkey Life. The team tries to bring an 
overweight orang-utan to the UK. (R) 

11.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. Paul and 
Steve call for police back-up at a flat in 
London’s Docklands. (R) 

12.00 FILM: Forever Young (1992). Romantic 
sci-fi drama, with Mel Gibson and Jamie 
Lee Curtis. 

1.55 FILM: The Princess Bride (1987). 

Comic fantasy adventure, starring Cary 
Elwes. 

3.50 FILM: Snow White (2001 ). Fairy-tale 
fantasy, starring Kristin Kreuk. 

5.35 FILM: Bambi (1942). Animated drama, 
with the voice of Bobby Stewart. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.05 FILM: Rush Hour (1998). An overly 
zealous Hong Kong detective 
investigating a kidnapping in Los 
Angeles is teamed with a loud-mouthed 
local cop. Comedy adventure, starring 
Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker. Edited 
for language and violence. 

9.00 FILM: House at the End of the Street 
(2011). Premiere. A teenager befriends 
a neighbour whose family has a tragic 
history, only to suspect he is hiding a 
terrifying secret. Horror, with Jennifer 
Lawrence and Elisabeth Shue. 

10.55 FILM: Final Destination (2000). 

A teenager’s premonition saves his 
friends from dying in a plane crash, but 
their narrow escape is only the prelude 
to a chain of tragedies. Horror, with 
Devon Sawa and Ali Larter. 

12.50 SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. Paul and 
Steve call for urgent police back-up 
after opening a locked wooden case 
they find while carrying out an eviction 
notice at a flat in London’s Docklands. 
(R) 

4.00 House Doctor. A bachelor pad in 
Knutsford, Cheshire. (R) 

4.25 Make It Big. Josh meets a journalist. 

(R) 

4.50 Make It Big. Alanna searches for a 
celebrity guest. (R) 

5.15 Angels of Jarm. The children worry 
about singing in class. (R) 

5.20 Angels of Jarm. Aaron draws a star 
with six points. (R) 

5.30 Angels of Jarm. Rate and Mick help 
Mary skip. (R) 

5.40 Roary the Racing Car. Conrad has an 
engine tune-up. (R) 

5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 
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LUXURY GOOSE FEATHER AND DOWN 
MATTRESS TOPPER _ 


From only £59.99 plus P&P 


Our luxury goose feather and down mattress toppers offer superior comfort 
and luxury, turning your existing mattress into a real feather bed in an instant. 
Our toppers will rejuvenate your mattress by adding a dual layer of cosy 
warmth and support, helping you to enjoy a perfect night’s sleep while also 
extending the lifespan of your mattress. The thick 950gsm bottom layer is filled 
with 100% goose feather for guaranteed warmth, and the top layer has a 70% 
goose down and 30% feather mix to add incredible softness. 

The filling is trapped in channel stitched pockets to keep its shape and 
distribute warmth evenly, and there are elastic retaining straps in each corner 
to keep the topper firmly in position. 100% cotton cover. Available in single, 
double, king and super king sizes. Conforms to both EN12935 and BS7177 
safety standards. Also available are goose feather pillows. 





Item Code Was Our Pri 


Single 

D6049 

£149.99 

£59.99 

Double 

D6050 

£189.99 

£79.99 

King 

D6051 

£199.99 

£89.99 

Super King 

D6052 

£209.99 

£99.99 

Pillow 

D5464 

£29.99 

£14.99 








GOOSE FEATHER 
COMBINATION DUVETS 


From only £79.99 plus P&P 


The all seasons duvet from 
Starry Night boasts an 85% 
premium goose feather and 
15% goose down filling, 
resulting in an incredibly warm 
duvet - without the excess 
weight. The filling is trapped 
in special pockets to ensure it 
remains evenly distributed and 
the fluffy down clusters ensure 
supreme softness for luxury 
you can really feel. Each set 
includes a 4.5 tog duvet and 9 
tog duvet, which can be used 
separately over the spring, 
summer and autumn months. 
The duvets can be combined 
using the press studs to 
form a 13.5 tog duvet that’s 
beautifully warm on a cold 
winter’s night. Providing a truly 
luxurious all year round duvet, 
the goose feather is encased 
in a super soft, 100% cotton 
cover, ensuring a breathable 
and wonderfully comforting 
experience. Available in single, 
double, king and super king, 
you can also choose a goose 
feather pillow for just £14.99. 




Item 

Code 

Was 

Our Price 

Single 

D5465 

£129.99 

£79.99 

Double 

D5466 

£149.99 

£119.99 

King 

D5467 

£179.99 

£139.99 

Super King 

D5974 

£199.99 

£149.99 

Pillow 

D5464 

£19.99 

£14.99 


10 LITRE DESICCANT 
DEHUMIDIFIER 


Only £149.99 plus P&P 


Remove excess moisture 
from the air with this high 
performance 650W electric 
dehumidifier. It has a rotor 
design, using desiccant, a 
special humidity-absorbing 
material, to quietly extract 
up to 10 litres of moisture 
from the air each day and it 
can also operate at cooler 
temperatures than many 
dehumidifiers. There’s a 
built-in ioniser filter mode 
to help purify the air and 
there’s a laundry mode that 
provides hot or warm air to 
dry clothes faster. Includes 
a removable 3.5 litre water 
tank with auto shut-off, 
three speed settings, timer 
and automatic louvre. 
Measures H48 x W30 x 
D18cm. Mains powered. 
D7926 Dehumidifier 




To order call 0871 911 7011 * Quote 46166 
Online at SHROPSHIRESTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 15th September and 15th December 2014. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 14 days (shoes and clothing within 30 d: 
These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. Call centre open: seven days a week 8am-8pm. Open 8am-4.30pm Dec 24 and 31,9am-8pm Dec 27-30. Closed Dec 25-26,2014 and Jan 1,2015. 


RETURN TO: SHROPSHIRE STAR (46166), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_Initial_Surname _ 


_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_0r please debit my card £_ 


_EEI Mastercard Ell Visa Ell Maestro Issue No. _ 


Security 

Number: 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.’’ 


PLEASE SEND ME 

C0DE(S) 

SIZE 

PRICE 

TOTAL 




































Please add £3.95 P&P to entire order 

TOTAL 

£3.95 









































































































Bathrooms & Kitchens 


©omplete 

©roperty 

©enovations 

Call Steve now 
for a FREE 
no obligation quote 


• Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Plastering, Electrical 
Plumbing & Tiling 


* From design to 
installation 
we do it all 
(big or small!!) 


01691 680443 / 
07970 357619 / 
cprchester.com 



Electrical 


Cdt 


electrical 


ICviw limited 

New installations - Rewires 
Repairs - Fuse board upgrades 
Inspection & testing 
No job too small - All work certified 
Contact Phil for free no obligation quote. 
enquiries@cdtelectrical.co.uk 

m:07967 739472 


+- 


Gardening 


D.T LANDSCAPES 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Surgery 


IMPROVING 
OUTDOOR SPACES 

All work guaranteed 
20 years experience 



Block paving • Fencing 
Paving • Gravelling • Turfing 
Decking • No Job Too Small 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
01691 661014 
07799 617911 

dt.landscapes@live.com 


Roofing 



• All aspects of roofing 

• Re-roofs/Flat Roofs/Fibre Glass Roofs 

• New Builds 

• Fascia, Soffits, Pointing (all 10 year guarantee) 

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS FOR 
WORK OF THE HIGHEST STANDARD 
10% DISCOUNT FOR OAP 

Please call FREE 01952 409 872 
Mobile: 07866 445720 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 



Taxis 


OSWESTRY CABS 

Why pay more for door to door 

Locals - Long Distance 
Airports - Contracts 


01699 661663 


Airport Shuttle Service 

Single journey to or from Oswestry 

Taxi Estate Minibus 5 to 
Car 4 Seats 8 passengers 
Manchester £59.00 £82.00 

Liverpool £59.00 £82.00 

Birmingham £82.00 £110.00 


Night Out Returns 
Shrewsbury £50.00 - £60.00 
Wrexham £45.00 - £54.00 


rvs» i >tk v x nnn ri* r 
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A M OTIV ATED AND PUNCTUAL 
'CAN DO- 4 ’EMPLOYEE FROmJ 
AS LITTLE AS £50*! 


NOW THAT'S THE REAL DEAL 

Advertise your vacancy in 
a 7x2 Full Colour Display 
Advertisement to our 
16,569 readers* 


MORE COPES IN OSWESTRY 
THAN ANY OTHER PUBLICATION 


Attracting and recruiting your ideal employee 
can take time and money...lots of it. We know 
it can be especially tough for local businesses 
to find the right person for the right price, right 
now. That’s why we’ve launched an amazing 
offer designed to fill your vacancy for just 
£50 (+ VAT). 


CA 

LL 

OUR 

EXPER 

IENCED 

RE 

CRUITMENT 

AD 
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> E R S 

ON 01691 668091 

OR EMAIL 

MA 

RCUSEVANS@SH 

ROPSHIRES 

TAR.CO.UK ( 

CA 

LL 
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Part of Shropshire Newspapers Ltd 


MNA Media 


Shropshire Star 
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Slvopstwc Star 2014 



Hundreds of used 
cars to view from 
dealers all over 
the county 


Contact the dealer direct 
- review the independent 
videos of almost every 
used car around! 


Review your new car by video before you test drive! 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

• Video reviews • Dealership information 
• Latest manufacturer offers 


shropshirestar.com/drivetime 



..£2.99 

..£5.49 

£9.99 


3 MONTHS.. 
6 MONTHS.. 

1 Year. 


SHROPSHIRE 

magazine 

1 MONTH FREE 
TRIAL PERIOD 


U AppStore 


Get the Shropshire Magazine direct to your iPad and iPhone. 

All the tatest features and news. Every edition, updated within minutes of publication. 


MNA Media 
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Drivetime 


Models to suit all needs 


By Graham Breeze 

Citroen has been successful¬ 
ly championing the benefits of 
small MPVs since 1999 when 
Xsara Picasso arrived on UK 
shores and the new C4 Picasso 
is the latest incarnation. 

It’s already proved a big success 
across Europe so it’s little wonder that 
sales of the little car with a classy inte¬ 
rior are going well here too. 

Couples with young families who don’t 
want to compromise on style and practical¬ 
ity are being attracted as are older buyers 
who value space, flexibility and ease of ac¬ 
cess as priorities. 



His is the first Citroen on the new EMP2 
platform and is 4cm longer in length than 
the previous model, with reduced over¬ 
hangs and wider tracks. 

It looks different too, with a lower po¬ 
sition for the engine block and floor and 
a roofline that has also been lowered by 
4cms. 

There’s a new front end with fresh chev¬ 
rons and slim LED daytime-running lights 
set high above the new style headlights. 
From the back you notice the biggest dif¬ 
ference with a newly styled and impressive 
looking tailgate. 

The C4 has a good looking interior with 
space for five and a big boot - though you 
wouldn’t really want to be the middle rear- 
seat passenger if travelling far. 

Impressive 

Bright colours are prominent in the cab¬ 
in and on the dashboard and you sit high¬ 
er than in opposition models and you get 
as standard a panoramic windscreen plus 
the test car came with an optional large 
glass sunroof If anything there’s a little too 
much to play with on the touch screen sys¬ 
tem and I did find myself a bit distracted 
at times but it’s impressive and everything 
is right there , where you would expect to 
find it. 

The 40 litre boot easily extends to 630N- 
tre at the expense of the rear seats and if 
that’s not enough space you can fold the 
front seat passenger’s flat as well. 

This is a practical little car too with plenty 
of extra pockets to be found under seats 
and in doors and a s a real bonus Citroen 
has added three 12v sockets in the front, 
rear and boot areas. 



. 

‘Couples with young 
families who don’t want 
to compromise on style 
and practicality are 
being attracted.’ 


Running the Exclusive-i- e-HDi 115 ETG6 
model on test was not costly with 70.6mpg 
on the combined cycle and C02 emissions 
of only 105g/km. There was a surprising 
top speed of 117mph and 0-62mph in 
11.8seconds. 

Safety features included ABS with EBD 
and EBA, traction control, hill start assist, 
auto hazards and all-round airbags. 

The top of the range test car also came 
with active radar guided cruise control with 
collision alert; active seat belt safety sys¬ 
tem; blind spot monitoring; 18” alloys, tint¬ 


ed windows; driver seat electric massage 
functions; parking sensors and a motor¬ 
ised tailgate. 

You pay for all these extras of course 
and the test model would set you back a 
cool £26,550 but there’s a model for every¬ 
one in the range with prices starting at 
£17,500. 

There’s a lot of choice in this MPV sec¬ 
tor and while the Picasso doesn’t handle 
as well as some it would be hard not to 
give the C4 a second look if in the buying 
market. 



CHIRK 


joins “Trust My Garage” 

“..we strive to get it right 
first time, every time ” 


Multi Make MOT & Repair Centre I 

Full Diagnostics 
c? Air Conditioning Service 
c? Body Repair Centre 
All Insurance Work Guaranteed 
Free Estimates 

c^*Free courtesy car collection and delivery | 


Discount lyres 
High Performance 
& 4x4 Specialists 

Largest Stock of 
lyres in the area 


SPECIAL 

OFFERS; 


n 

£35 


fill 

< 


NEW YEAR SPECIALS - Make someone happy with one of our amazing offers! 


JAGUAR SELECTION 

03 JAGUAR XJ6 AUTOMATIC, Grey, Leather, Private Plate, STUNNING!... 


WAS NOW 55 BMW 120D SE Grey, Servicxe History, Immaculate, High Mileage... 
...£3895 £3495 05 MERCEDES E 270 AVANT GARDE, Diesel, Auto. (Private Plate Option). 


,...£3995 £3495 
£4495 £3995 


JAGUAR S TYPE 2.7 Diesel, Auto. Leather, Grey. MUST BE SEEN! . 

.£4975 £3995 54 FORD FIESTA FLAME 5-dr - . 

.£2895 

£2495 

JAGUARS TYPE AUTO Leather, Low Miles. 

.£4395 £3995 54 MG TF Convertible, in Yellow. 

.£1995 

£1395 

JAGUAR XK8 Low Mileage, Silver, MUST BE SEEN . 

. POA 53 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1,8,7 Seats. 


SOLD 

HYUNDAI ilO ACTIVE 15k, Red. 

.£6895 £6995 03 CITROEN C51.8 Blue, Superb Throughout. 

£1150 

£1150 

FORD FIESTA 1,6 ZETEC S TDCi. Base. 

. SOLD 03 FORD STREET KA Blue Convertible. 

.£1995 

£1795 

RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE TCE1.2 5-dr, Grey Metal, 1. 

.£5450 £4995 52 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE, Blue. 

.£995 

£795 

FIAT PANDA ACTIVE ECO 5-dr, Blue, 18k. 

.£3895 £3295 52 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2,0 DCi Diesel. 

.£2395 

£1650 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC CLIMATE 2,0 TDCi Black. 

.£3750 £2995 02 CITROEN PICASSO Blue. 

.£1295 

£895 

FORD KA Blue. 

.£3595 £2995 02 RENAULT CLI01.2 Red. 

.£995 

£695 


MOT & 

Interim Service 

from £45 

+ VAT & Parts * 


MOT & Oil 
Service 

from £55* 


57 

07 RENAULT CLIO CAMPUS, Silver. 

56 VAUXHALLVECTRAExclusive 1.8 Red Metallic. 

06 SUZUKI JIMNY 4x4. 

55 PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi Diesel. Bronze Met, Leather.. 


£2995 £2795 P RANGE ROVER 4.6 HSE AUTO Leather, ExcellentCond. 

£3450 £2895 COMMERCIALS 

£4695 £3595 09 CITROEN BERLINGO (NEW SHAPE) DIESEL. 

£4675 £3550 54 CITROEN BERLINGO. 




GUARANTEED BY THE 


Holyhead 
Road, 
Chirk 
1114 SNA 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01691 773428 or 07879 494480 


091 

SERVICING MOT CARS FITTING TYRES 

Ml 


H. Ballard & Son (Motors) 

Jter 9n *< A Bnx* Stw. AttVpod Telephone 01938 SS31S2 552298 
KM AS 11 RFVUI.T SPKill 1ST* TMf PfOPIF THAT C« fit VflFS TDM MR Hrltt CFVP* 

SALES P SERVICE IqUALITY H RELIABILITY 

II tic eclkJc yoj rcq*f« to Ml lbted hi our unique iniun lystov 


1 Diesel Selection 


10 (59) TOYOTA YARIS1.3 WTi 5-dr. Grey.£7,450 

14 (14) KIA CEED 21.6 CRDi ECODYNAMIC, Track Red, As New.£13,950 


09 (59) KIA PICANTO 21.1, ONLY 7,000 miles, Black.£5,450 

09(59) HYUNDAI M01.1 ES, 5-dr, Blue, 11,000 miles.£5,650 

13( 13) PEUGEOT 2081.6 E-HDi ALLURE, 3-Dr, Virtual Blue.£10,450 

11 (61) KIA CEE’D 1.6 CRDi Estate. Silver.WAS £13,950 NOW £12,750 

11 (61) NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCi, Acenta Black.£9,975 

11 (11) VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 CDTi SRi 6,000 miles, £30 Road Tax.£12,950 

09 (59) HYUNDAI M01.1 ES, 5-dr Red, 16,000miles.£5,450 

09 (59) FIAT PANDA ACTIVE Eco. Silver.£4,950 

08 (58) NISSAN QASHQA11.6 ACENTA Cayman Blue.£8,750 

08 (08) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 CLUB, 5-dr, Metro Blue.£4,850 


10(10) RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi EXPRESSION Silver. 

| 10(59) KIACEE’D 31.6 CRDI Estate Phantom Black, Low Mileage... 

59) SUZUKI SWIFT 1.3 DDi S 5-Dr, Garnet Orange. 

I 09(09) FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCIZETEC Chill Silver. 

09(09) PEUGEOT 308 S 1.6 HDi Estate. Silver. 

09(09) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi Design Silver. 

| 09(09) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.7 CDTi DESIGN 5-dr. Silver,. 

58) VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 CDTI BREEZE Steel Blue. 

58) VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 2.0 TDI SPORT, Lovely Condition, ... 

08) FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCI ZETEC, Metallic Green. 

08) VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.9 TDI MATCH, Reflex Silver. 

I 07 (57) MINI COOPER 1.6 D Chilli Red / Chequered Roof. 

07 (07) VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.9 TDi SPORT. Shadow Blue. 

07 (07) VOLKSWAGEN TOURAN 1,9Tdi S. Shadow Blue, 7 Seats. 

04(04) PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.9 QUIKSILVER, Nice Condition. 


13(13) KIA RIO 21.4 in Blaze Red.£9,! 

| 12(12) KIA PICANT01.0 AIR, Bright Silver.£7,450 | 

62) VOLKSWAGEN MOVE UP! 5-Dr in Red.£6,! 

| 11(11) HONDA JAZZ 1.4 ES 5-dr, Grey, 3,700 miles.£9,i 

10(10) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 Turbo, Black.WAS £11,450 NOW £10,450 I 

10(10) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRi Technical Grey.WAS £11,650 NOW £10,650 

10 (10) NEW RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE Tom Tom, 6,000 miles...WAS £10,250 NOW £9,250 


08(57) 

04(54) 

07(07) 

06(56) 

06(56) 


TOYOTA AYGO Platinum. 

FORD FIESTA 1.4 FLAME 5dr Blue. 

FORD KA 70 STYLE Silver. 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 S,5dr, Blue. 

SUZUKI SWIFT 1.5 GLX 5-dr, Kashmir Blue... 


56) PEUGEOT 207 SE 16v 5-dr. Silver Grey 9,000 miles. 

I 05(55) RENAULT CLIO 1.2 DYNAMIQUE 5-Dr in Flame Red .. 

05(55) FORD FIESTA 2.0 ST. Black. 

| 04(04) AUDI A3 2.0 FSi SPORT Red. 

34) MINI ONE 1.6 3-dr (Pepper Pack). Blue, Immaculate. 


....£3,950 

....£5,250 

....£2,450 
....£5,250 
....£7,450 
DUE IN 
...DUE IN 


14x4 Selection 


11 (11) KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 CRDi KX-3AWD, Black. 

.£15,850 

10(10) KIA SPORTAGE 2.0CRDIXS4WD Phantom Black. 

.£10,450 

08 (58) LANDROVER FREELANDER 2 TD4 GS, Black. 

.£12,450 

08(58) KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 CRDi XS. 

.£10,850 

08 (08) TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 XT-3 Black 

£8,950 

07 (57) SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 1.6 VVTI+ 3-dr, Red. 

.£6,750 

07 (57) KIA SORENTO 2.5 CRDI XS, Silver. 

.£9,850 

07(07) SUZUKI JIMNY JLX+Black/Grey. 

.£5,950 

07 (07) LANDROVER FREELANDER 2 2.2 TD4 GS, Santorini Black. 

.£11,250 

06 (55) LAND ROVER FREELANDER 2.0 TD4 FREESTYLE 3-dr. 

.£5,650 

05 (05) SUZUKI JIMNY 1.3 JLX WTS Bright Red. 

.£4,250 

| Automatics 



11 (61) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE AUTOMATIC, 11,000 Miles. 

11 (61) KIA PICANTO 21.25 AUTOMATIC, Blaze Red, 6,000 miles ... 
04 (04) JAGUAR S-TYPE 2.7 SPORT DIESEL AUTOMATIC. 









































































































2009 59 HONDA ACCORD 2.2 
CDTi ES GT Estate Automatic. 
51,000 miles, Metallic Grey, FSH 

£10,499 


W 



2011 11 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.6 
TDCi 5 Door, Bright Blue, 21,000 
miles, £20 a Year Road Tax £8,499 



2007 57 RENAULT KANGO01.2 DYNAMIQUE 

WHEEL CHAIR ACCESS VAN 24,000 miles, 
electric winch, Metallic Blue £3499 



2007 57 RENAULT KANGO01.2 DYNAMIQUE 

WHEEL CHAIR ACCESS VAN 24,000 miles, 
electric winch, Metallic Blue £3499 



2012 62 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER EVOQUE 2.2D PURE Manual, 
in White, leather, 36,000 miles, 

1 owner, FSH £25,999 



2008 58 NISSAN QASHQAI TEKNA 
2.0 PETROL Manual, Metallic Silver, 
Leather, Panoramic Roof, 45,000 
miles, FSH £7,999 



2011 61 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2.0 GTi 

3-door, Red, One Owner, 36,000 miles, 
Alloy Wheels, FSH £15,999 



201010 LANDROVER DISCOVERY 4 3.0 TDV6 
HSE Auto 7 seater, Sat Nav, leather, 
Metallic Silver, 55,000 miles £28,999 



201212 LANDROVER FREELANCER 2.2 TD4 SX 

5-door, 4WD, White with Alcantara/Napoli Leather, 
One Owner, 26,000 miles, FSH, Bluetooth £19,499 



2007 07 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 
TDV6 GS Auto. Metallic Black, full Black 
leather, Privacy glass, Chrome pack, Side 
bars, 62,000 miles, FSH £15,499 



KC JONES CAR SALES 

Oswald Road, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 1RB 

Tel: 01691 238987 

Web: kcjonescarsales.co.uk OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

2011 61 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sportback Black Edition Manual. White, Half Leather Bose, 30,000 miles, 1 Owner.£16,499 

201111 AUDI A1 S-LINE1.6 TDi 3-dr, Silver Met, 33,000 miles, FSH, £30 Road Tax.£12,499 

201010 BMW 118d ES 5-door. Manual, Red, 62,000 miles, £30,000 a year road tax, FSH.£9,499 

2008 08 BMW 116i SE 5-door, Manual, Metallic Silver, 58,000 miles, FSH.£7,499 

201111 CHEVROLET LACETTI ESTATE 1.8, Automatic, 1 Owner.£4,999 

2007 57 CITROEN C41.6 HDi Hatchback Metallic Blue, 71,000 miles.£3,499 

2009 59 CITROEN C4 VTR+ HDi 5-door. Red, 60,200 miles.£5,799 

2004 54 CITROEN C2 GT 1.6 3-door. Metallic Silver, 75,000 miles.£2,999 

201111 CITROEN C3 PICASS01.6 VTR+ HDi. Blue Metallic, 20,000 miles, 1 Owner, £30 a Year Road Tax.£7,999 

2011 11 CITROEN C3 PICASS01.6 HDi VTR+ 5-door, Blue Metallic, One Owner, FSH, 19,000 miles, £30 a year tax.£7,999 

201212 FIAT 5001.2 LOUNGE 3-door, White, One Owner, 25,000 miles, FSH, £30 Road Tax.£7,499 

2009 09 FIAT BRAV01.4 5-door, Dynamique, Manual, 66,000 miles.£4,299 

2008 08 FORD FOCUS 1.8 ZETEC Metallic Blue, Manual, 37,000 miles, FSH.£5,499 

2011 11 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.6 TDCi 5 Door, Bright Blue, 21,000 miles, £20 a Year Road Tax.£8,499 

2010 60 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi 3-door, Bright Red, 40,000 miles, Cheap Tax, FSH, 1 Owner.£6,999 

2008 08 FORD FIESTA 1.2 ZETEC 3-door. Metallic Red, Manual, 63,000 miles.£3,999 

2008 08 FORD FIESTA 1.4 3-door. Metallic Blue, 49,000 miles.£3,999 

2006 55 FORD FOCUS C-MAX ZTEC 1.8 TDCi. Blue Metallic, Alloy Wheels, Air Con.£3,499 

2009 59 FORD KA1.3 ZETEC 3-door. Metallic Black, 52,000 miles.£4,499 

2009 59 HONDA ACCORD 2.2 CDTi ES GT Estate Automatic. 51,000 miles, Metallic Grey, FSH.£10,499 

2008 58 HONDA CIVIC 2.0 TYPE R GT 3-door, Black Metallic, Alloy Wheels, Two Owners, 63,000 miles.£7,499 

2006 06 HONDA CRV 2.2 CDTi Sport 4x4. Metallic Blue, Alloys. SOLD 

2010 60 HYUNDA1130 PREMIUM 1.6 CRDi Estate Manual, Metallic Blue, 33,000 miles, 1 owner, FSH.£8,499 

2008 58 HYUNDAI GETZ 5-door Manual. Metallic Blue, 52,000 miles.£3,499 

2007 57 KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 4x4 XS Manual, Metallic Blue, 53,000 miles.£5,499 

2007 07 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 TDV6 GS AUTO. Metallic Black, full Black leather, Privacy glass, Chrome pack, Side bars, 62,000 miles, FSH.£15,499 

2008 08 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 TDV6 GS AUTOMATIC. Metallic Grey, 52,000 miles, FSH.£16,999 

201010 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 4 3.0 TDV6 HSE Auto 7 seater, Sat Nav, leather, Metallic Silver, 55,000 miles.£28,999 

2012 62 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 2.2D PURE MANUAL, in White, leather, 36,000 miles, 1 owner, FSH.£25,999 

201010 LAND ROVER FREELANDER TD4 GS 6-speed manual, in Grey Metallic, 48,000 miles, Climate Control, Cruise Control, Bluetooth, Auto Lights.£13,999 

201212 LANDROVER FREELANDER 2.2 TD4 SX 5-door, 4WD, White with Alcantara/Napoli Leather, One Owner, 26,000 miles, FSH, Bluetooth.£19,499 

201111 NISSAN JUKE ACCENTA1.6 5-door with Premium Pack. White, 1 Owner, 28,000 miles, Sat Nav, FSH.£10,999 

2011 61 NISSAN QASQUAI +2 N-Tec 7 Seater, Diesel, Manual. In White, 1 Owner, 41,000 miles, FSH.£13,499 

2008 58 NISSAN QASHQAI TEKNA 2.0 PETROL Manual, Metallic Silver, Leather, Panoramic Roof, 45,000 miles, FSH.£7,999 

2008 58 PEUGEOT 308S1.6 HDi SW ESTATE 110 PS Silver Metallic, Air Conditioning, Roof Rails.£5,499 

2006 06 PEUGEOT 1071.0 URBAN 3-door. Metallic Black, 23,000 miles, FSH.£3,499 

2004 04 PEUGEOT 206 S1.4 5-door. Grey Metallic, 39,000 miles. SOLD 

2007 57 RENAULT KANGO01.2 DYNAMIQUE WHEEL CHAIR ACCESS VAN 24,000 miles, electric winch, Metallic Blue.£3,499 

201010 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 5-door. Blue, 1 Owner, 21,000 miles.£6,999 

2009 59 RENAULT TWING01.2 FREEWAY 3-door, Red, 2 Owners, Only 28,600 miles, Service History.£3,999 

2005 55 SEAT ALTEA1.6 5-door. Manual, Metallic Red, 51,000 miles.£3,999 

201010 SEAT IBIZA 1.6 SPORT DSG 3-door, Red, 62,000 miles.£5,999 

2005 55 SMART CITY CABRIOLET 2 Seater, Metallic Silver, 50,000 miles.£3,999 

2011 61 TOYOTA HILUX INVINCIBLE 3.0 D4D Double Cab Manual. Metallic Black, 1 Owner, Only 41,000 miles, FSH. SOLD 

2007 57 TOYOTA YARIS T3 D-4D 5-door diesel. Red, Alloy Wheels, 28,000 miles, £30 a Year Road Tax. SOLD 

2009 59 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 DESIGN 5-door. Metallic Silver, 63,000 miles, FSH.£5,499 

201111 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi EXCLUSIVE 5-door. Silver Metallic, 34,000 miles, One Owner, FSH.£8,999 

2009 09 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 EXCLUSIVE 5-dr, Blue Metallic, 43,000 miles. SOLD 

201313 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.6 TDi BLUEMOTION, Manual, Bright Red, One Owner, 26,000 miles.£11,999 

201313 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.6 TDi ‘S’ 5-door, Red, 26,000 miles, One Owner, FSH, £ZER0 ROAD TAX.£11,999 

2011 61 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2.0 GTi 3-door, Red, One Owner, 36,000 miles, Alloy Wheels, FSH.£15,999 

2007 07 VOLKSWAGEN FOX 1.2 3-door. Silver Metallic, 76,000 miles.£2,999 

201010 VW CADDY C201.9 TDi VAN Air Con, Electric Windows, No VAT. SOLD 


CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

We will buy your vehicle. Call or phone for a free valuation • All vehicles subject to a HPI check 



2005 55 SMART CITY CABRIOLET 

2 Seater, Metallic Silver, 50,000 
miles £3999 


2011 11 NISSAN JUKE ACCENTA 1.6 

5-door with Premium Pack. White, 1 Owner, 
28,000 miles, Sat Nav, FSH £10,999 



2008 08 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 
3 TDV6 GS Automatic. Metallic Grey, 
52,000 miles, FSH £16,999 



2011 61 AUDI A3 S-Line2.0TDi 
170bhp 3-door, Manual. Metallic Black, 
Sat Nav, Bose Half Leather Heated Seats, 
50,000 miles, FSH £14,499 



2011 61 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sportback 
Black Edition Manual. White, Half Leather 
Bose, 30,000 miles, 1 Owner £16,499 



2010 10 BMW 118d ES 5-door. 
Manual, Red, 62,000 miles, £30,000 a 
year road tax, FSH £9499 



2011 11 AUDI A1 S-LINE 1.6 TDi 3-dr, 
Silver Met, 33,000 miles, FSH, £30 


Road Tax £12,499 


i 


"hirdLI 

2006 06 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 URBAN 

3-door. Metallic Black, 23,000 miles, 

FSH £3499 



2010 10 AUDI A5 3.0 TDi QUATTRO 
S-Line Coupe 6-speed Manual. Bright Red, 
full leather, FSH, 48,000 miles £19,999 



2008 08 BMW 116i SE 5-door, 
Manual, Metallic Silver, 58,000 miles, 
FSH £7,499 
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Drivetime 


Vauxhall’s supermini is looking 
good with new styling a new look 


By David Banner 

Vauxhall has thoroughly revised its popu¬ 
lar Corsa supermini, complete with cleaner, 
greener engines and a look influenced by the 
fashionable Adam. 

The revisions to the Corsa are extensive, and while 
Vauxhall’s engineers have retained the previous car’s 
basic platform, much work has been done on the way 
the car drives as well as how it looks. 

Visually the Corsa’s been influenced by the funky Adam, 
while there’s been an increased focus on boosting the green 
credentials of the car’s engine range. And to improve the 
‘big car’ feel, there’s now a wealth of added value safety kit 
and creature comforts available. 

It’s hardly a surprise that the new Corsa looks a little bit 
like the Adam. From the front at least, Vauxhall’s mainstream 
supermini now boasts a little more character and is easier to 
spot in the supermarket car park. 




And being Vauxhall’s volume-selling car, it’s got to per¬ 
form for a wide variety of customers, be they private buyers 
or company car users. As such, the major selling point is low 
running costs, thanks in part to new and revised engines, 
plus a greener approach to motoring. 

In supermini terms the Corsa offers a good level of cabin 
space and practicality. It’s available in three and five-door 
form, and there’s ample boot space for a car of this size. 
And for a car that has to work for a wide variety of users, cab¬ 
in oddment storage space is more than enough for mobile 
phones, drinks, maps and the like. 

Previously the Corsa was rarely top of keen drivers’ shop¬ 
ping lists, but Vauxhall’s engineers have done a good job of 
closing the gap on the likes of Ford’s Fiesta. 

A thorough overhaul of suspension and steering elements 
has resulted in a more engaging experience, while refine¬ 
ment and the ability to cope with poorly surfaced roads have 


also been greatly improved. Vauxhall has also spent a lot 
of time improving the Corsa’s engine range, with the result 
being a greater focus on economy and ease of driving. 

Some existing units have been improved, such as the 
firm’s 1.3-litre diesel units - now offering sub-1 OOg/km C02 
figures, while an all-new 1.0-litre, three-cylinder petrol mo¬ 
tor has been introduced in two states of tune: 90 and 115 
horsepower. The latter is pleasantly smooth and quiet, yet 
punches well above its weight performance-wise. 

Vauxhall’s not been shy in adding a considerable amount 
of kit, with the highlights being a heated windscreen, the 
choice of heated seats and steering wheel, plus advanced 
safety kit and a high-end infotainment system previously 
only found on more expensive cars higher up the Vauxhall 
food chain. 


Factor in the greener and more economical engines, 
plus the ability to save money at the pumps and reduce the 
amount you give to the taxman each year, and the Corsa’s 
value-for-money status is pleasingly more attractive than 
before. 

The Corsa has always appealed to a wide audience, and 
it’s likely to be the same with this new model. Private buy¬ 
ers form a significant proportion of the market and there’s 
no shortage of choice when it comes to engine and trim 
combinations. Offering both three and five-door bodystyles 
does much to further boost its chances in a crowded mar¬ 
ket. 

Vauxhall hasn’t forgotten business users either. Low C02 
rated engines and fleet-specific trim levels should make the 
business of buying company cars an easy one. 


TESTED 


Vauxhall Corsa I.Oi Excite five-door £14,695 
Engine: 1.0-litre petrol unit producing 115bhp 
and 122lb/ft of torque 

Transmission: Six-speed manual driving the 
front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 121mph, 0-62mph in 
10.3 seconds 

Economy: 57.6mpg combined 
Emissions: 115g/km of C02 


Welsh MPir sales & 

www.welshwallscarsales.co.uk 


Motoring 
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59 FOCUS 1.6 TITANIUM TDCI, 5 DOOR, BLUE, AIR CON., CRUISE CONTROL 

SERVICE HISTORY, - £30 ROAD TAX VAT QUALIFYING 68K. £6,795 

58 FIESTA TDCI STYLE PLUS, NEW SHAPE, 5 DR., LIGHT BLUE, AIR CON., 

SERVICE HISTORY, £20 ROAD TAX 61K.£5,495 

60 PEUGEOT 207 S,1.4, 5 DOOR, BLACK, AIR CON, ELEC. WINDOWS, 

SERVICE HIST 36K.£5,295 

61 TOYOTA AYGO GO WT-I, GREY, 5 DOOR, BUILT IN TOMTOM, AIR CON. 

ALLOY WHEELS, F.S.H, £20 ROAD TAX 43K..^*3.£5,195 

54 MINI COOPER 1.6, SILVER-BLACK ROOF, ONE OWNER, FULL SERV. HIST. 

21K. £4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 207 SPORT 1.6 HD1 110 BHP, BLACK, 5 DR., AIR CON, ALLOY 

WHEELS, SERV HIST 58K.£4,995 

57 PEUGEOT 308 SPORT 1.6 HD1 110 BHP, SILVER, 5 DR., AIR CON. 

CLIMATE CON., F.S.H 56K.£4,995 

08 TOYOTA AURIS1 .6 TR WT-I, GREY, 5 DOOR, ALLOY WHEELS, 

AIR CON., PARK.SENSORS, SERVICE HISTORY 66K.£4,675 

57 FIESTA GHIA 16V 1.4 SILVER, LEATHER SEATS, AIR CON, 

SERVICE HISTORY 35K.£4,250 

57 FIESTA GHIA 16V1.4 BLACK, LEATHER SEATS, AIR CON, 

FULL SERVICE HIST. 40K.£4,250 

08 VW POLO E, 3 DOOR, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 54K.£4,375 

09 PEUGEOT 207 VERVE 1.4 5 DR., BLUE, CD, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, 

SERV. HIST. 49K.£4,450 

57 SEAT IBIZA FORMULA SPORT 1.4, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 62K. £3,995 

07 FIESTA ST, 2LT, 3 DOOR, BLUE, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., 

SERVICE HISTORY 70K.%. £3,995 

04 FREELANDER XEIS WAGEN 5 DOOR, AIR CON., ALL0 WHEELS, 

SERVICE HIST. 60K. £3,750 

08 PEUGEOT 207 URBAN, RED, ELEC. WINDOWS, FULL SERVICE HISTORY 

54K .£3,750 


07 CLI01 .416 VALVE DYNAMIQUE 5 DOOR, RED, ALLOY WHEELS, 

F.S.H-57K. £3,695 

54 HONDA CIVIC VTEC SE1 .6, LIGHT GREEN, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, 

F.S.H..60K.£2,995 

04 FIESTA 1 .4 TDCI 5 DOOR, BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, JUST HAD A FULL 

SERVICE £30 ROAD TAX 92K. £2,495 

PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 

55 FOCUS 1.6 LX, BLUE, 5 DOOR, ALLOY WHEELS 91K.£2,495 

52 PEUGEOT 206 SW ESTATE 1.1 XL, RED, NEW CAMBELT, CENT.LOCK., 

PAS, SERVICED 63K... ZZZ. . £1,650 

02 FOCUS 1.6 LX, GREEN, 5 DOOR 88K. £1,495 

COMMERCIALS PLUS VAT 

11 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY C20 TD1102, MET. BLUE, SIDE DOOR, 

CD PLAYER,F.S.H 21K.£8,395 

60 TRANSIT 280 SWB STD. ROOF, WHITE, FULL SERVICE HISTORY 48K.£8,375 

10 TRANSIT T280, WHITE, AIR CON, SLIDING DOOR, SERVICE HISTORY 50K...£7,995 
60 VAUXHALL VIVAR0 2900 CDTILWB, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

SERVICED 44K.£7,850 

60 CITROEN DISPATCH LWB HDI(YEAR 2011) WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS 

ROOF RACK SERVICED, ONE OWNER, SERVICED 45K.£7,250 

10 PEUGEOT PARTNER 850 S HDI, WHITE, SLIDING DOOR, ONE OWNER, 

SERVICED 51K.£5,675 

06 TRANSIT 350 LWB HIGH TOP, WHITE, MESSING VAN, FULL SERVICE 

HISTORY 67K.£4,995 

59 PEUGEOT BIPPER HDI S, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

F.S.H 77 K. £3,995 

06 VAUXHALL COMB0 1.3 CDTI, WHITE, SERVICE HISTORY 71K... 


PART EX AND FINANCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS. 
WE BUY CARS & VANS FOR CASH 
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welsh walls, osuiestry sell law Tel: 01691 655123 /07989612871 


Local motoring news... National motoring news... New car reviews & previews... Motoring services... 

12 pages jam packed with new car reviews and previews, used cars for sale, private car sales, classified, local and national motoring news, 
dealership profiles and much more. Everything all in one place to find your next new or used car locally. 

Brand new look, brand new content and now online as well. 

shropshirestar.com/drivetime 

A Shropshire Star supplement 



I, Sundorne Trade Park, Featherbed Lane, Shrewsbury, 

♦Terms & conditions apply. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


daysrental.co.uk/quote 0800 3897626 


01691 622849 

www.pandgvehiclerepairs.co.uk 


You'll love the 
increased business! 



Contact the Sales Team on 01691 668 095/090/092 
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Audi looking to the future 


By Graham Breeze 

Audi sees plug-in hybrids as the 
future and has revealed the A3 
e-tron Sportback - an exciting 
glimpse into the future. 

The award-winning third generation 
A3 has been redesigned as a highly 
efficient, five-seat plug-in hybrid elec¬ 
tric vehicle suitable for everyday use 
and represents the company’s first 
move into the sector. 

And the launch really is a glimpse into 
Audi’s future because this may be the 
company’s first production car to use plug¬ 
in technology but you can soon expect to 
seethe technology move into A6 and even 


Q7 in the near future. 

It’s a huge statement from the compa¬ 
ny you would normally associate with high 
powered, luxury transport - but the new ar¬ 
rival offers very few compromises. 

The car on test was an A3 Sportback 
with a 1.4 turbocharged engine which de¬ 
veloped 148bhp. The clever bit comes with 
the addition of a lOIbhp electric motor 
integrated into the six-speed dual-clutch 
gearbox, providing a combined 350Nm of 
torque - that’s VW Golf territory. 

The man in the street needs to know 
what all that does to his performance fig¬ 
ures and he isn’t going to be disappoint¬ 
ed. You can expect 0-62mph in a very im¬ 
pressive 7.6 seconds and a top speed of 
138mph. 

He also wants to know what his running 





‘In electric mode those 
emissions disappear 
completely. You can 
expect to average 
over 60m pg’ 


costs are going to be and that’s where 
both private and fleet buyers are going to 
sit up and take notice. Using the technolo¬ 
gy carefully will get 176mpg while produc¬ 
ing only 37g/km of emissions. 

In electric mode those emissions disap¬ 
pear completely. You can expect to aver¬ 
age over 60mpg. 

A button on the A3’s centre console al¬ 
lows selection of pure EV or hybrid-running 
modes, and there’s also a ‘charge save’ 
setting which leaves the battery alone in 
anticipation of urban running later in your 


journey. A fourth mode utilises the 1.4 en¬ 
gine as a battery-charging alternator. 

It all sounds a bit complex but the 
easy way is to just get in and drive. In a 
few hours I was confidently switching 
modes to get the best performance from 
the A3. 

If you really need to find out how good 
this car is simply compare it with the A3 
Sportback 2.0TDi S Tronic. There’s 36 per 
cent more power and three per cent more 
torque. C02 levels are down by 68 per 
cent, while there’s 175 per cent more miles 
per gallon. 

Top speed is up by three mph and 
0-62mph drops by less than a second. And 
don’t forget there’s no car tax to pay and 
only five per cent BIK. 

Sensors 

Significant additional e-tron equipment 
includes all weather LED headlights, 17in 
alloys, light and rain sensors, MMI Naviga¬ 
tion Plus with Audi Connect, advanced key 
technology, rear parking sensors, rear roof 
spoiler and a charging cable kit. 

There’s also a smartphone-accessible 
e-tron app available providing remote con¬ 
trol. That means you can pre-programme 
departure times to ensure a full battery; 
pre-programme climate control and re¬ 
motely monitor charge status. 

There’s a price to pay for all this technol¬ 
ogy though and the test model would set 
you back close to £35,000, rising to nearer 
£40,000 with additions such as a panoram¬ 
ic sunroof and heated seats. That is a lot 
of money. 

History tells us though that Audi don’t 
get things wrong too often so this little 
glimpse into the future is one well worth re¬ 
membering and keep an keen eye out for 
future developments. 


Motoring 


Looking for a 
used car? 

Used car deals of the week 
from your local Shropshire 
Dealerships every week. 
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Local motoring news... National motoring news... 

New car reviews & previews... Motoring services... 

12 pages jam packed with new car reviews and previews, used cars for sale, private car sales, classified, local and national 

motoring news, dealership profiles and much more. Everything 
all in one place to find your next new or used car locally. 

Brand new look, brand new content and now online as well. 
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shropshirestar.com/drivetime 


CONTACT THE MOTORING SALES TEAM ON 01952 241340 


A Shropshire Star supplement 


Shropshire 
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PLACINGS 


Midland Regional 
Hockey Association 

West Midlands 1 

p w D L F A p 

Oswestry. 10 8 1 1 55 16 25 

Old Wulfrunians. 9 8 0 1 42 11 24 

Bloxwich.9 7 1 1 52 10 22 

Pershore.9 6 0 3 33 29 18 

Leamington.9 5 0 4 28 20 15 

Newtown.10 4 2 4 24 25 14 

Whitchurch.9 4 0 5 21 33 12 

Droitwich.10 3 1 6 16 36 10 

Evesham.9 3 0 6 20 34 9 

Barlaston.10 1 1 8 16 48 4 

Yardley.10 0 0 10 11 56 0 

Creative Digital 
Shrewsbury Table Tennis 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Shrewsbury CC C7 5 1 1 170 81 53 

Shrewsbury CC B6 5 1 0 164 52 51 

Shrewsbury CC A5 5 0 0 147 24 49 

Prees CrickeVRC 6 3 0 3 109111 28 

Shrewsbury CC D6 2 0 4 87132 21 

Clive Saints.6 2 0 4 67154 14 

Unison A..6 1 0 5 61 153 14 

PontesburyA.6 0 0 6 62160 10 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

PontesburyC.6 6 0 0 146 80 43 

Leebotwood.6 2 3 1 131 101 35 

MyddleA.7 0 2 5 116145 29 

Belvidere A.4 2 1 1 84 76 24 

Pontesbury B.5 2 1 2 94 98 24 

Shrewsbury CC E4 3 0 1 77 75 22 

Unison B.4 2 0 2 73 77 19 

RushburyA.6 0 1 5 80149 14 

Division 2 

P W D L F A P 

Rushbury B.6 6 0 0 164 41 52 

Belvidere B.6 4 1 1 139 66 42 

Rushbury C.7 3 3 1 142109 41 

MyddleB.7 3 2 2 135109 38 

Pontesbury D.4 2 2 0 94 43 30 

Shrewsbury CC G5 1 0 4 71 102 20 

Belvidere C.6 1 0 5 45147 12 

Belvidere D........7 0 0 7 26199 5 


Wheatland Indoor 


Cricket League 

Division One 



P W 

T 

L 

P 

Grasshoppers. 

.6 6 

0 

0 

36 

Willey. 

.6 4 

0 

2 

24 

Condover. 

.6 4 

0 

2 

24 

Bomere Heath. 

.6 3 

0 

3 

18 

Alberbury. 

.6 1 

0 

5 

6 

Cae Glas. 

.6 0 

0 

6 

0 

Division Two 





P W 

T 

L 

P 

Shelton. 

.6 6 

0 

0 

36 

Cound. 

.5 4 

0 

1 

24 

Grove. 

.5 3 

0 

2 

18 

Beacon. 

.6 2 

0 

4 

12 

Rough & Tumblers. 

.6 1 

0 

5 

6 

Church Stretton. 

.6 1 

0 

5 

6 


English Rugby Clubs 

Midlands One West 

p w D L F A p 

Newport (Salop)14 14 0 0 637155 69 

Worcester Wdrs14 11 0 3 452177 53 

Stoke on Trent.. 14 9 0 5 396275 46 

Hereford.13 10 0 3 359260 45 

Kenilworth.14 9 0 5 288 307 42 

Crewe &Nant... 14 7 0 7 384416 40 

Walsall.14 7 1 6 367348 38 

Leek.14 6 0 8 358440 33 

Whitchurch.14 6 0 8 265 321 31 

Stratford UAvonl 4 6 1 7 312290 28 

Earlsdon14 3 0 11 263397 19 

Sicilians.13 2 1 10 267449 18 

Berkswell & Bal 14 3 1 10 176390 16 

Barkers Butts ...14 2 0 12 215514 12 


Midlands Two West (North) 

P W D L F A P 

Bridgnorth.12 12 0 0 520 77 59 

Old Saltleians... 12 10 0 2 345140 49 

Moseley Oak.... 12 10 0 2 259216 45 

Wolverhampton 12 7 0 5 254259 33 

Stourbridge Lns 12 6 0 6 284 236 32 

Camp Hill.12 6 0 6 295268 32 

Shrewsbury.12 6 0 6 236220 32 

Kidderminster ..12 5 1 6 318348 30 


Veseyans.12 4 0 8 234394 21 

Ludlow.12 3 0 9 166404 15 

Stafford.12 1 1 10 157304 10 

Tamworth.12 1 0 11 127329 7 


Midlands Three West (North) 

p w D L F A p 

Handsworth.12 11 1 0 526169 58 

Harborne.12 10 1 1 554207 55 

Newcastle.12 8 0 4 488176 42 

Eccleshall.11 7 0 4 404187 38 

Willenhall.11 7 0 4 271 162 32 

Edwardians.12 7 0 5 237 225 31 

Burntwood.11 6 1 4 305 235 30 

Wednesbury.12 4 0 8 319347 22 

Clee Hill.12 4 1 7 142324 22 

Bloxwich ..12 3 0 9 213315 18 

Uttoxeter.11 1 0 10 63483 4 

Aston Old Edw. 12 0 0 12 37729 0 


Midlands Four West (North) 

p w D L F A p 

Clbry Mortimer 11 11 0 0 485 46 53 

Cannock.11 8 1 2 308111 41 

Barton-U-N’wd 11 8 0 3 331 185 38 

Bishops Castle. 11 7 0 4 179172 33 

Rugeley.11 6 0 5 213205 32 

Bromyard.11 6 0 5 304 238 30 

Telford Hornets 11 5 0 6 203178 25 

Yardley & Dist.. 11 4 1 6 216241 24 

Market Drayton 10 2 0 8 78 284 10 

Greyhound.11 1 0 10141414 5 

Tenbury.11 1 0 10 80464 4 

Midlands Five West (North) 

p w D L F A P 

Church Stretton.. 8 7 0 1 306 95 35 

Warley.8 6 0 2 216119 31 

Aldridge.8 5 1 2 277145 29 

Essington.8 4 0 4 184111 21 

Stourport.8 5 0 3 179147 18 

St Leonards.8 3 1 4 223130 17 

Ch Corbett.8 3 0 5 71 150 9 

Whittington.8 2 0 6 69301 4 

Birmingham Bar. 8 0 0 8 69396 1 

Northern Division 


South Lancs/Cheshire Division 2 
P W D L F A P 

Southport.14 13 0 1 375177 57 

Liverpool Coll... 13 11 0 2 610121 57 

Tyldesley.13 10 0 3 457191 50 

Oswestry.13 10 1 2 313259 50 

Dukinfield.14 8 1 5 339262 41 

Ormskirk.14 8 0 6 333295 39 

Orrell.14 7 1 6 266194 35 

V’bonds I0M.... 13 6 0 7 419347 32 

Moore.12 6 1 5 330 294 32 

Port Sunlight.... 14 3 1 10 264371 23 

Marple..14 3 0 11 255327 19 

Prenton.14 3 0 11 197558 15 

Ashton-on-M.... 14 2 1 11 147389 13 
Trentham.14 2 0 12 137657 3 



The Welshpool girls before their ground-breaking victory 


Girl-power for Welshpool 

HISTORY was made when Welsh- the team can go from strength to who grew in confidence as the game 


HISTORY was made when Welsh¬ 
pool Rugby Club fielded a girls side 
for the first time when they travelled 
for competitive action to Nant Con¬ 
wy. 

“To field a girls team is the cul¬ 
mination of much good work by the 
club, our development officer Dai 
Higgs and Welshpool, Llanfyllin and 
Llanfair High Schools, we are deter¬ 
mined to continue to grow the girls 
game.” said a club spokesman. 

Women’s rugby may be one of 
the fastest growing sports nation¬ 
ally, but this is largely due to girls 
taking the game up at university, so 
the Maesydre club can take plenty of 
satisfaction from their momentous 
first game. 

And the club are now hoping 


the team can go from strength 
strength after making the perfect 
start when their under-16 side ran 
out 35-20 winners against Nant who 
themselves have also recently start¬ 
ed playing the game. 

Nant Conwy dominated early pos¬ 
session and scored two tries in the 
first five minutes, but Welshpool at¬ 
tempted to reply with two solo runs 
down the wing but Nant’s deter¬ 
mined tackling cut them short just 
before the line. 

The game started to settle into a 
close contest with very good tackling 
from both sides and eventually, some 
determined work by the Welshpool 
forwards enabled Libby Jones to 
crash over from five metres out. 

This encouraged the Pool girls 


grew in confidence as the game 
progressed and the reward came 
from the first of several tries by So¬ 
phie Hazlehurst. 

The first half ended even but the 
second half saw an increasingly flu¬ 
ent Welshpool stamp their authority 
on the game and draw clear. 

Coach Jess Andrews said: “I’m 
delighted with every single one of 
my players. This was a team perfor¬ 
mance and the produced a standard 
of play that we can all be justifiably 
proud of. It’s onwards and upwards 
from here.” 

Team: Libby Jones, Sophie Ha¬ 
zlehurst, Ceri Glover, Ceri Griffiths, 
Mazie Evans, Lucy Morgan, Mabli 
Johnson, Eleri Roberts, Ffion Johns 
and Romanna Parkes. 


COBRA end year in style - 
and ease basement worries 


mJGBYJJNIO^^Johj^ndgwatej^^^^^^ 

COBRA ended the year on a high after pulling 
off a 20-10 home success over Dolgellau to 
further ease any fears of being dragged into 
a basement scrap in rugby’s Swalec League 
division one. 

The Meifod side were up for the battle as they secured a 
well deserved victory against one of their close rivals which 
put them in good heart for the festive period before return¬ 
ing to duty with a trip to sixth placed Bala on Saturday, 
January 3. 

Despite being without an established hooker, the for¬ 
wards laid the foundations for the victory with a strong 
display against a side who always prove dogged opposition 
up front. 

COBRA started badly, conceding a penalty in the first 
minute, but were soon in their stride as they launched sev¬ 
eral good phases of play, which saw one attack just held 
up on the line. But they continued to push forward and 
another good phase ended with scrum half Alwyn Williams 
powering over from close range, with Llew Williams sup¬ 
plying the conversion. 

More good work from the forwards ended with Llew Wil¬ 
liams landing a couple more penalties before half time to 
give the Llanfair Caereinion side a 13-3 interval advantage. 

Dolgellau battled to get back into the game after the 
break with their forwards often a danger from driving 
mauls, and it was from one of these that they powered over 
for a converted try to reduce the deficit to 13-10. 

Defence 

COBRA had to absorb some pressure after that, but 
gave themselves some breathing space with a penalty try 
when fullback Richard Jones was tripped as he chased a 
kick ahead from Llew Williams who then supplied the con¬ 
version. Dolgellau were in no mood to surrender as they 
finished strongly, but were met by some solid defence as 
they returned home empty handed. 

The well earned victory sees COBRA end the first half 
of the season in eighth spot, 11 points clear of the bottom 
two, and eight points ahead of Dolgellau. 

■ OSWESTRY’s rugby players won’t be overdoing the 
festivities as they bid to keep themselves in shape for a 
crucial clash at one of their chief rivals Liverpool Collegiate 
early in the New Year. 

With promotion from the South Lancs and Cheshire Two 
firmly in their sights this season, the high-flying Eagles are 
determined not to lose their focus during the festive break 
as they go three weeks without a game. 

They would have been disappointed to allow a lead to 
slip in their 24-24 draw at home to Manchester club Dukin¬ 
field last week, and know they cannot afford to let their 
fitness levels drop ahead of their big showdown away to 
their promotion rivals Collegiate on Saturday, January 3. 

“You can be sure that Liverpool Collegiate will be train¬ 
ing hard, so we have to make sure we’re also fully prepared 
for what is going to be a very important game to start the 
second half of the season,” said team manager Martin Ord. 



Up he goes - COBRA’S second row Meilir Evans contests the line-out ball in the home win over Dolgellau 



COBRA No 8 Jack Jukes passes to scrum-half Alwyn Williams and (right) the loose ball is hoovered up 


Late heartbreak for Eagles' second string 


OSWESTRY II could hardly have come 
much closer to ending their losing run on 
the road after suffering a dramatic last 
gasp 27-26 loss away at Northwich III in 
the Freshlet North West League division 
four (south). 

After a poor start, the Eagles had got in 
front with tries from Zak Boldwin, Jamie 
Luckett, James Robets and Natty Corbett, 
with Fin Grogan supplying three conver¬ 
sions. 

But, with just seconds remaining, they 
suffered heartbreak as Northwich grabbed 
a fourth try to snatch the victory and stun 
the visitors who were down to 14 men at 
the end. 

Fielding a mixed team of youth and ex¬ 
perience, Oswestry suffered an early jolt 
when being pushed back in the game’s 
opening scrum, the ball then being recycled 
from a couple of rucks by the strong home 


forwards before surging over for an uncon¬ 
verted try. 

Worse was to follow when they kicked 
off again, Northwich again breaking their 
defensive line to go over for a second touch¬ 
down, this one being converted for a 12-0 
lead inside the first 10 minutes. 

But the visitors showed plenty of resil¬ 
ience to hit back with Baldwin powering 
over for a try which Grogan, in his debut as 
a senior, converted. 

With wind in their sails, Oswestry fought 
hard against the strong Northwich team 
and took the lead before half time when 
Luckett gained possession from inside his 
own half to make a fantastic run before 
touching down under the posts, with Gro¬ 
gan converting for a 14-12 interval advan¬ 
tage. 

The second half started pretty much the 
way first half ended with both teams play¬ 


ing some fantastic rugby, Northwich domi¬ 
nating in the scrums and Oswestry looking 
fast in the backs. 

The Eagles looked solid as they retained 
possession through several phases, making 
slow but certain progress with every play, 
and extended their lead with a third try 
when Roberts popped through to cross the 
line, with Grogan providing the conversion. 

The lead was reduced by a Northwich 
penalty, and a converted try by the hosts left 
the Eagles trailing 22-21 with everything in 
the balance as they game went into the last 
quarter. 

Oswestry then got their noses back in 
front with an unconverted try when winger 
Corbett broke through to score, to put his 
side in sight of victory. 

However, with the final whistle approach¬ 
ing, the visitors suffered a major blow with 
hooker Luke Jones sent off, leaving them to 


defend with 14 men. 

With a minute left on the clock, North¬ 
wich were camped on their five metre line 
and, despite some stirring defence and hard 
tackling, found a way through to score a 
fourth try in the last play of the game and 
snatch a dramatic victory. 

It was a disappointing finish for Oswest¬ 
ry who continue to chase that illusive away 
win, but they could take heart from a deter¬ 
mined display as they look to cement their 
top six position in the new year. 

League rugby takes a seasonal break 
with Oswestry II returning to the field on 
Saturday, (January 3) when they face high 
flying Lymm IV at home in the Freshlet 
North West League division four south. 

Meanwhile, OSWESTRY III ended the 
year in fine fettle with a 49-17 success 
against their Bowden counterparts in divi¬ 
sion five. 


High-flying 
Guils left 
frustrated 
by weather 

ON-SONG Guilsfield were 
frustrated by the wet 
weather as their Cymru Al¬ 
liance trip to Penycae was 
postponed due to a water¬ 
logged pitch. 

Lying second in the ta¬ 
ble on the back of a terrific 
run, the Guils were looking 
to keep up the pressure on 
leaders Llandudno against 
a side who have been strug¬ 
gling this season. 

But heavy rain and snow 
left the Penycae pitch wa¬ 
terlogged, with little chance 
of play following a pitch in¬ 
spection early in the morn¬ 
ing. 

The week before, Guils¬ 
field continued their un¬ 
beaten run after being 
locked in a goalless draw at 
home to Porthmadog, with 
the point enough to keep 
them in second spot. 

The draw, in a game of 
few chances, ended a run of 
six straight wins, with the 
Port keeper Richard Harvey 
hardly called into serious 
action in a tense game on a 
sticky surface. 

Cancelled 

Guilsfield went into the 
match without Gareth 
Jones, Adam Jenkins, Sean 
Jones and Andy Ford but 
welcomed back Callum 
Bromley and Aaron Ed¬ 
wards into the team. Both 
sides had met twice already 
this season and the omens 
for another tight game were 
clear. 

The Guils defence re¬ 
mained steadfast through¬ 
out with James Henderson 
and James O’Reilly holding 
firm at the back. 

Both fullbacks tried to 
raid down the flanks with 
Bromley getting more of 
the ball in the second half 
and attempting to find top 
scorer Danny Barton in the 
penalty area. However, no 
goals were forthcoming as 
the sides cancelled each oth¬ 
er out effectively. 

The two camps came 
away happy not have lost 
a close encounter, but high 
flying Llandudno capital¬ 
ised on this deadlock by 
thrashing Llandrindod 
Wells 11-0 to increase their 
lead at the top. 

Chesters is 
named the 
top amateur 
in country 

SHROPSHIRE golfing sen¬ 
sation Ashley Chesters has 
been confirmed as the coun¬ 
try’s best amateur after fin¬ 
ishing top of England Golfs 
Order of Merit. 

The Hawkstone Park star 
finished the season of top of 
the Titleist/Footjoy men’s 
Order of Merit after being 
crowned European champi¬ 
on for a record second suc¬ 
cessive season. 

Chesters topped the ta¬ 
ble after amassing some 
136,788 points, comfortably 
ahead of Nick Marsh from 
Huddersfield who finished 
on 99,530. 

The 25-year-old said he 
was delighted to finish the 
year as England Golfs most 
successful amateur. 

He said: “Winning the 
Order of Merit obviously 
means that I had a good 
year. 

“I have looked at who has 
won it previously and there 
are some great players up 
there so it is a good title to 
have won. 

“The highlight of the year 
for me was winning the Eu¬ 
ropean title again but I also 
had a lot of top five finish¬ 
es.” 























































































PLACINGS 


Mercian Regional 
Football League 

PREMIER DIVISION 

P W L F A GD Pts 

Telford Jnrs.12 11 0 39 8 31 34 

FCHodnet.14 8 2 38 22 16 28 

FCOswestryT. 15 8 5 39 22 17 26 

Whitchurch Alp 12 8 2 31 17 14 26 

Childs Ercall.15 6 5 41 28 13 22 

Allscott.«^14 6 4 32 21 11 22 

Well Ams R.13 6 4 26 20 6 21 

Shifnal Utd 97.. 15 5 5 30 24 6 20 

AFC B’north Res 13 6 7 24 37 -13 18 
Ketley Bank Utd 13 5 7 29 36 -7 16 

Prees..16 4 8 28 37 -9 16 

Church Stretton 17 4 10 27 28 -1 15 

Wroxeter Roversl 1 4 6 28 25 3 13 

Madeley Sports 14 3 9 22 44 -22 11 

Weston Rhyn... 10 0 10 4 69 -65 0 

DIVISION 1 

P W L F AGD Pts 

AFC Broseley... 16 14 2 65 15 50 42 

Wrack Wood.... 11 10 0 43 13 30 31 

D’Comm S&S ..12 8 2 43 25 18 26 

Rock Rovers.... 14 
Clee Hill United. 12 
Bishops Castle. 15 
Wrack Wd Jnrs 15 

Brown Clee.12 

Claverley.14 

Oakengates R... 15 3 10 22 52 

AFC Wellington. 12 2 9 19 44 

Impact United... 10 1 8 17 35 

DIVISION 2 

P W L F AGD Pts 

Highley MW.16 14 2 78 15 63 42 

Stoke Heath.13 10 2 64 26 38 31 

Gobowen Celtic 13 9 3 70 23 47 28 

Belvidere...15 9 5 64 36 28 28 

Spalaig Brit.13 8 3 51 32 19 26 


6 53 39 14 22 

4 37 22 15 20 

8 32 40 -8 19 
6 26 37 -11 17 

5 23 37 -14 15 

9 29 50 -21 13 
■30 11 


Shifnal Harriers 14 
Albrighton Jun.,15 

Riverside.14 

AFC Broseley R 14 
St Martins Vil... 15 
Whitchurch AR. 15 


3 52 34 18 23 
6 56 39 17 21 
6 42 33 9 18 
6 32 22 10 16 
9 46 54 -8 14 
9 32 52 -20 12 


Llynclys.12 1 10 16 66 -50 

Denso.15 0 15 11 182-171 


Huws Grays Alliance 


P w 

Llandudno.17 13 

Guilsfield.16 11 

Caernarfon Town1510 

Porthmadog.16 10 

Denbigh Town. 17 9 
Buckley Town... 16 8 

Caersws.16 7 

Holyhead Hotspurl 6 7 
Flint Town Unitedl 8 7 
Conwy Borough 16 7 
Mold Alexandra 17 6 
Rhayader Town 17 5 

Penycae.17 5 

LlanidloesTown 17 3 
Llandrindod Wells15 1 
Rhydymwyn.16 1 


D L F A Pt 

2 2 52 16 41 

2 3 40 21 35 

2 3 47 14 32 

2 4 39 18 32 

3 5 33 29 30 

3 5 33 24 27 

5 4 39 30 26 

4 5 23 20 25 

2 9 21 31 23 

2 7 29 22 23 

3 8 34 31 21 

5 7 25 23 20 

4 8 33 39 19 

1 13 27 51 10 

2 12 13 51 5 

0 15 11 79 0 


Spar Mid Wales League 

Division one: Berriew O, Montgom¬ 
ery O; Bow Street 3, Penrhyncoch 5; 
Four Crosses 4, Llansantffraid Vil¬ 
lage 2; Llanrhaeadr O, Llanfair Utd 
3; Machynlleth 3, Tywyn Bryncrug 
4;Rhosgoch 3, Carno 3; Waterloo 5, 
Welshpool O. 


Division two: Abermule A Ker¬ 
ry A (abandoned after 68 minutes); 
Bont 2, Borth Utd 4; Builth Wells 4, 
Newbridge-on-Wye O; Presteigne 1, 
Knighton 10. 


DIVISION 1 
P W D L 

Llanfair Utd.16 14 2 0 

Rhosgoch.16 9 5 2 

Carno.17 9 3 5 

Penrhyncoch.... 14 8 4 2 
Llansantffraid... 19 8 4 7 

Llanrhaeadr.14 8 2 4 

Waterloo.17 7 4 6 

Welshpool.18 6 7 5 

Four Crosses.... 18 6 4 8 

Bow Street.16 6 4 6 

Aberaeron.17 6 2 9 

Machynlleth.16 6 2 8 

Berriew.19 5 4 10 

Tywyn/Bryncrugl 6 4 2 10 
Montgomery.... 16 3 3 10 

AberUni.15 1 0 14 

DIVISION 2 
P W D L 

Knighton.14 12 1 1 

Hay St Marys... 13 11 0 2 

Builth Wells.17 9 3 5 

Kerry.13 10 0 3 

Churchstoke.15 8 1 6 

Abermule.14 8 0 6 

Bont.15 6 1 8 

Borth Utd.13 7 0 6 

N’bridge-on-Wye15 5 0 10 
Dyffryn Banw... 13 4 2 7 

Presteigne.12 3 2 7 

Talgarth.17 3 0 14 

Penybont.15 2 0 13 


F A 

69 25 
38 27 
46 30 

34 16 

35 37 
38 28 
44 35 
33 39 
35 37 
32 34 
35 40 
28 41 
32 45 
31 52 
23 30 
17 54 


F A 

68 13 
56 27 
47 27 
37 21 
43 50 
49 33 
35 40 
34 31 

27 44 
26 30 

28 48 
23 81 
32 60 


Pts 

44 

32 

30 

28 

28 

26 

25 

25 

22 

22 

20 

20 

19 

14 

12 

3 


Pts 

37 

33 

30 

30 

25 

24 

19 

21 

15 

14 

11 

9 

6 


Watson Financial Mid 
Wales League (South) 


P w 

Carno Res.15 10 

Radnor Valley... 12 10 
Rhayader T res 15 10 
Hay St Marys R11 9 
Knighton T Res 13 8 
L’dod Wells Res 16 6 

St Harmon.15 6 

LlanidloesT Res 13 6 

Newcastle.11 4 

Sennybridge.12 7 

Presteigne Res. 13 4 
Builth Wells Res 17 3 

BNorthcote.14 2 

Talgarth T Res.. 13 0 


D L F A Pt 

2 3 50 21 32 
1 1 49 17 31 

1 4 39 17 31 

2 0 35 10 29 

1 4 59 14 25 

3 7 35 29 21 

2 7 33 39 20 
1 6 31 19 19 

4 3 37 28 16 
0 5 30 22 15 
0 9 19 51 12 

1 13 34 66 10 

2 10 30 56 8 

0 13 5 67 -6 


Welsh Beef & Lamb Mid 
Wales Youth League 


p 

Llanidloes Town. 3 
Llanfair United.... 3 

Machynlleth.3 1 

Llandrindod Wells5 1 

Bow Street.1 1 

Waterloo Rovers 5 1 


D L F A Pt 

0 0 12 1 9 

0 1 12 3 6 

119 5 4 

13 9 20 4 

0 0 3 0 3 

04 9 25 3 


Llanfair are not letting up in charge for Spar title 

HIGH-FLYING Llanfair United maintained their cess over LLANSANTFFRAID Village, while lowly earned parity through Mattie DaviesTollowing a A last-gasp penalty from Marc Jones secured 


39 


relentless march towards the Spar Mid Wales 
League division one crown after sealing a snow¬ 
bound 3-0 victory away to in-form Llanrhaeadr. 

The wintry conditions made the going tough, 
but the league leaders underlined their credentials 
against a Llanrhaeadr side who themselves had not 
lost in 12 games. 

Two goals from James Davies and one from An¬ 
drew Hughes were enough to topple their Powys ri¬ 
vals, meaning that Llanfair boast the proud record 
of not having lost in the league throughout 2014. 

Victory means that Llanfair are now 12 points 
clear at the top from second placed Rhosgoch who 
drew 3-3 at home to close rivals Carno. 

Barry Haralombous scored twice as WATERLOO 
ROVERS took the local bragging rights with a 5-0 
beating of WELSHPOOL, with Tom Ellis, Charlie 
Proctor and Will Pritchard also finding the net. 

FOUR CROSSES, who recently parted company 
with manager Nick Popyk, notched a 4-2 home suc- 


3 lowly 


MONTGOMERY were locked in a goalless stale¬ 
mate with BERRIEW. 

Penrhyncoch, who have seen their challenge 
falter, got back to winning ways with a 5-3 verdict 
at local rivals Bow Street thanks to Mattie Davies 
who scored four times against his former club. 

Josh Shaw also found the net, while Bow Street, 
who had led 2-0, responded with a brace from Ifan 
Burrell after Dean Evans had scored the first. 

Struggling Tywyn Bryncrug boosted their hopes 
of escaping basement danger with a priceless 4-3 
win at Machynlleth. 

In division two, DYFFRYN BANW’s home clash 
with Churchstoke was postponed due to a water¬ 
logged pitch. The week before, Llanrhaeadr had 
stretched their unbeaten run with an emphatic 4-1 
victory at Penrhyncoch courtesy of a fine hat-trick 
from I wan Matthews. 

Player boss Mark Griffiths gave the visitors the 
lead with a scrambled effort, before the Roosters 


parity through 1 


Tollowing i 


long ball upfield. 

But Llanrhaeadr quickly restored their advan¬ 
tage when Matthews opened his account from a 
long ball upfield, and then added his second before 
half time when firing in the rebound after a shot 
from Ian Edmunds had been parried. 

Penrhyn, who had only conceded nine goals in 
the league prior to the game, pushed forward af¬ 
ter the break but struggled to find a way through 
a solid visiting defence. And victory was sealed five 
minutes from time when Matthews curled in his 
hat-trick from the edge of the box to complete an 
excellent win for the visitors. 

In the other action from the previous round of 
games, a last gasp goal from Jack Harris in the 
eighth minute of injury time, earned Welshpool 
Town a 1-1 draw at home to Four Crosses. 

Crosses had led through Neil Prescott’s header 
but were on the back foot after being reduced to 
10 men. 


t-gasp penalty : 


Berriew a precious 4-3 victory at Llansantffraid 
Village to maintain their revival as they battle to 
climb away of the basement pack. 

With all the other lowly league sides also win¬ 
ning, it proved a timely success for the visitors who 
left it late with an injury time spot kick from Jones 
after Will Gittins had been fouled by the keeper. 

Glenn Donaldson had earlier put Berriew ahead 
with a one-on-one, and Rob Pritchard doubled the 
advantage when heading home a corner. 

Llansantffraid reduced the arrears, Donaldson 
then chipped in his second for a 3-1 advantage, be¬ 
fore the hosts struck twice to level matters, with all 
three of their goals coming from corners. 

Leaders Llanfair United were frustrated as their 
top of the table clash with Rhosgoch was postponed 
due to a waterlogged pitch at the Mount. 

Montgomery eased their basement worries with 
a 4-2 home success over Waterloo Rovers while Ty¬ 
wyn Bryncrug also boosted their survival prospects 


Snow joke as Boxing Day 


game is called off late on 


courtesy of a 2-1 home win 
over Bow Street. 

Most surprising win of 
the day saw Aberaeron sink 
third placed Carno 5-2 cour¬ 
tesy of goals from Jamie 
Butler (2), Steffan Gruff- 
udd, Gareth Lewis and Ga¬ 


reth Severs. 


Welshpool manager 
Russell Cadwallader has 
bolstered his ranks by sign¬ 
ing Chris Gethin from Spar 
Mid Wales League smug¬ 
glers, while Montgomery 
have been strengthened by 
the signing of Tony Mere¬ 
dith from Churchstoke. 


The New Saints 3 Cefn Druids 1 (abandoned 68 minutes) 

A WINTRY blast had the last word as The New Saints’ home clash 
with Cefn Druids was contentiously abandoned after heavy snow 
descended on Park Hall. 

Looking to cement pole position in the Welsh Premier, the Saints were leading 3-1 
when the falling snow made the 3G pitch too treacherous to continue according to referee 
Ashley Jones. 

Ground staff tried to clear the lines, but the snow became 

FOOTBALLby John Bridgwater 


too heavy and the game was 
eventually called off on 68 
minutes following a lengthy 
delay. 

It proved a disappointing 
afternoon for the league 
pacesetters who have now 
seen their lead at the top 
trimmed to nine points af¬ 
ter Aberystwyth Town won 
3-1 at Carmarthen Town to 
move to second in the table. 

After raining for much 
of the afternoon, the rain 
suddenly turned into snow 
and within five minutes 
the Park Hall “all weather” 
pitch was turned from green 
to white. 

“It was frustrating as we 
had them under the cosh, 
but there’s not much you 
can do about the weather,” 
said Saints manager Craig 
Harrison. 

“We gave away a poor goal 
early on, but showed a lot of 
character to come back the 
way we did and I don’t think 
they came out of their half 
in the second half. 

“It was a little bit frus¬ 
trating, not so much the 
abandonment as the safety 
of players’ is paramount, 
but the frustrating thing 
was the length of time it 
took to come to the deci¬ 
sion.” 

As well as the weather, it 


also rained goals early on 
as TNS were stunned when 
the Ancients took a surprise 
lead through Derek Taylor 
after just six minutes fol¬ 
lowing a poor back pass. 

Undaunted, the league 
leaders were not behind 
for long as they quickly 
stormed back with lively 
winger Adrian Cieslewicz 
levelling with a deflected 
strike in the 10th minute 
before top scorer Mike Wil¬ 
de put the league leaders in 
front when planting a head¬ 
er into the net from their 
very next attack. 

A third goal arrived on 
the hour courtesy of Aeron 
Edwards as the home side 
called the tune, but the 
encounter was to end pre¬ 
maturely due to the wintry 
weather with the sides hav¬ 
ing to do it all again. 

Druids boss John Keegan 
felt it was the right decision 
to call off the clash after 
heavy snow descended on 
Park Hall. 

“I know we were losing 
and TNS wanted to contin¬ 
ue, but I felt it was the right 
decision as you just couldn’t 
play on the pitch and you’ve 


got to think of the welfare of 
the players,” he said. “It’s 
good to have another crack 
of the whip against them.” 

Meanwhile, former 

Welshpool striker Chris 
Venables took his tally to 23 
league goals for the season 
after netting twice as Aber¬ 
ystwyth Town moved up to 
second with a 3-1 win at 10- 
man Carmarthen Town who 
had Cortez Belle sent off in 
the first half. 

Bala Town, who started 
the day in second, also lost 
ground after their clash 
with Bangor City was aban¬ 
doned at half time when 
torrential rain left the Maes 
Tegid pitch waterlogged. It 
was a frustrating outcome 
for the Lakesiders who 
were leading 1-0 at the time 
through Lee Hunt. 

Airbus UK notched a 4-0 
victory over GAP Connah’s 
Quay to keep in touch with 
the leading pack as they 
moved up to third spot. 

Newtown’s hopes of a 
top six place faded as they 
slipped to a 2-0 loss at Port 
Talbot who are now man¬ 
aged by former manager 
Bernard McNally. 


Darlington decisive as 
Saints down big rivals 


The New Saints 1 Bala Town 0 

ALEX Darlington’s first half strike main¬ 
tained The New Saints’ march at the top 
of the Welsh Premier after being pushed 
all the way in this top-of-the-table affair at 
Park Hall. 

With Bala emerging as one of the chief 
rivals to the Saints, it proved a crucial suc¬ 
cess as the defending champions took a big 
step towards retaining their crown. 

Darlington provided the decisive moment 
on 35 minutes when firing home his shot 
from just inside the box, which turned out 
to be enough to separate the sides. 

But the Saints, unbeaten at home in 
more than two years, were made to fight all 
the way by the visitors who gave it a real 
go with a late spell of pressure that almost 
earned some reward. 

The league leaders had been quickly out 
of the blocks, dominating the early pos¬ 
session only for Bala to carve the first real 
chance when Ian Sheridan blazed his shot 
over from a tight angle. 

TNS were proving an increasing threat 
as Jamie Mullan broke into the box before 
drilling his shot wide while the lively wing¬ 
er then went closer moments later when 
skipping past a couple of defenders before 
seeing his shot skim the post. 


Top scorer Mike Wilde then spurned a 
golden chance to put his side in front when 
lashing his shot wide of the upright with 
only Bala goalkeeper Ashley Morris to beat. 

However, with 10 minutes remaining in 
the first half, Wilde played in Darlington 
who produced some neat footwork before 
driving his shot into the bottom corner to 
give the hosts a deserved advantage. 

The second half began with an opening 
for Adrian Cieslewicz but his header whis¬ 
tled past the post as Craig Harrison’s side 
looked for a second goal. 

Possession 

TNS were still on top, Wilde just failing 
to connect with an inviting cross from sub¬ 
stitute Scott Quigley, but Bala continued to 
work tirelessly as they began to enjoy more 
possession and territory. 

The visitors had their chances with Mike 
Hayes firing over, while Sheridan just failed 
to connect with a cross from substitute 
Mark Jones. 

Smith saw a deflected strike saved by 
keeper Paul Harrison who also dealt with 
Ryan Valentine’s long range effort, while 
late on Smith put an overhead kick inch¬ 
es wide and Sheridan’s looping header was 
saved as TNS held firm to maintained their 
relentless march towards the title. 



FC Oswestry Town goalscorer Paul Bache takes on the Stretton defence during 
the 3-1 home loss to Church Stretton. Pictures: Ian Jones. 



Graham Dyke sends a header goalwards for FC Oswestry 


Bache nets consolation 


FC OSWESTRY Town’s challenge in the 
Mercian Regional League premier division 
suffered a setback as they slipped to a 3-1 
home loss to Church Stretton in their last 
action of the year. 

Third placed Town were looking to 
maintain the position near the top off the 
league, and started well with the lively 
Dave Hartshorn causing problems for 
the visiting back line and Graham Dyke 
going close with a headed chance from 
a corner. 

But Stretton struck to take the lead on 
20 minutes with a fine strike from dis¬ 
tance, and two minutes later doubled 
their advantage when a poor back pass 
was intercepted. 

And it got worse for Town when the 
south Shropshire side made it 3-0 at the 
interval with a terrific 30-yarder to take a 


firm grip on proceedings. 

The Oswestry outfit came out with a 
better attitude in the second period and 
within 10 minutes of the restart, they 
pulled one back with a goal from Paul 
Bache. 

Town were now dominating and Stret¬ 
ton were hanging on, but they could not 
find the second goal as the visitors held 
firm to take all three point back to south 
Shropshire. 

Stung by the defeat, Town now have a 
two week break in which to regroup be¬ 
fore returning to action with a cup clash 
at Allscott on Saturday, January 10. 

ST MARTINS VILLAGE ended the year 
with a 3-2 home success over Whitchurch 
Alport Reserves to ease their basement 
concerns in division two. Their fourth win 
of the campaign lifted them up to 10th. 


St Martins 
suffer cup 
KO after 
extra-time 

ST MARTINS put up a val¬ 
iant effort before bowing out 
of the Shropshire Challenge 
Cup with a 5-3 exit after 
extra-time in their second 
round tie with Shawbury at 
the Venue, Park Hall. 

The West Midlands 
League division one side 
were the underdogs against 
a team playing a level above 
in the premier division, but 
were leading 3-2 with five 
minutes remaining before 
conceding an equaliser 
through a deflected free 
kick. 

It was tough on Ryan 
Butcher’s side who had also 
led 2-0, with their goals com¬ 
ing from Warren Kelly, with a 
brace, and Jamie Hands, in 
what was one of their best 
performances of the season. 

Meanwhile, St Martins 
paid the price for missed 
chances as they lost ground 
on the leaders in the West 
Midlands League division 
one after suffering a 2-1 loss 
at Wem who snatched a late 
winner through substitute 
Matty Cohen. 

There was little between 
the sides, with Saints keep¬ 
er George Austin pulling off 
a couple of excellent saves 
to keep the game goalless in 
the first half. 

But the visitors had some 
good opportunities them¬ 
selves, only to fire wide 
or over the bar with some 
wasteful finishing, which 
was to come back to haunt 
them. 

Wem got their noses in 
front with a fine 20-yard 
strike from Christian Oldham 
in the 70th minute, but St 
Martins were back on terms 
seven minutes from time 
courtesy of Harry Murphy 
who drove his shot into the 
bottom corner after a mazy 
run from Shawn Melusi. 

Although the Saints had 
further chances, the encoun¬ 
ter appeared to be heading 
to a draw before Cohen 
pounced for a late winner. 

Lying third in the table, St 
Martins were hoping to get 
back to winning ways in their 
big home clash with second 
placed AFC Ludlow, but the 
encounter was postponed 
due to snow which was still 
lying on the pitch at Park 
Hall. 

The Saints hope to re¬ 
turn to duty at Wrens Nest 
on Saturday as they bid to 
maintain their challenge in 
division one of the West Mid¬ 
lands League. 
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COBRA can 
banish any 
thoughts of 
Bala hoodoo 

COBRA’S rugby players will 
look to launch the New Year 
by banishing their Bala hoo¬ 
doo when they hit the road 
for the second half of the 
season on Saturday. 

The Meifod men have 
made a creditable start to 
their campaign in the Swa- 
lec Welsh League division 
one (north) in which they lie 
eighth, and 11 points above 
the bottom two clubs. 

They ended the year on 
a high with a vital 20-10 
success against one of their 
close rivals, Dolgellau, as 
they look to avoid any base¬ 
ment concerns this time 
around. 

And they would dearly 
like to maintain the mo¬ 
mentum in Saturday’s 
tricky trip to sixth placed 
Bala where they have yet to 
win in the league. 

“We’ve never won there, 
but we can go there with 
some belief that we can get 
something this time,” said 
coach James Watkin. “Bala 
recently lost to Dolgellau 
who we beat in our last 
game, so we can justifiably 
go into Saturday with con¬ 
fidence 

“If you had said at the 
start of the season that we 
would have won five and 
lost four of our games at 
this stage, then we would 
have bitten hand off, but we 
now need to build on that. 

“The aim is to keep chalk¬ 
ing up wins, but we won’t 
look too far ahead as all 
you need is a few injuries in 
the team and you could be 
struggling 

“But we’re more than 
happy with the way things 
have gone so far. It was a big 
win against Dolgellau. We 
were really up for the game, 
and it has now given us a bit 
of a gap on the teams below 
us. 

“If we can get another 
two or three wins under our 
belts, then we won’t need to 
keep looking below us any 
more.” 

OSWESTRY start the 
new year with a crunch 
showdown on Saturday at 
promotion rivals Liverpool 
Collegiate in the South 
Lancs and Cheshire Two. 

The Eagles will be mind¬ 
ful that their Mersey hosts 
will be out for revenge after 
losing at Granville Park on 
the opening day of the sea¬ 
son. 

After drawing 24-24 draw 
at home to Manchester club 
Dukinfield in their last ac¬ 
tion of the year, Oswest¬ 
ry are now in fourth spot, 
seven points behind rivals 
Liverpool Collegiate who 
share top spot with South- 
port. Flying winger Jack 
Fox misses this weekend’s 
action. 



Carl Darlington 


Darlington: Time was right to move on 


CARL Darlington believes the time was right 
for a new challenge after leaving his role as 
coach at The New Saints to join home town club 
Wrexham who are gearing up for Sunday’s high 
profile FA Cup tie at Stoke City. 

Darlington had been a key component in the 
success of the Saints in the last four and a half 
years, and admitted it was a tough decision to 
leave the Welsh Premier leaders for a new role 
as first team coach at the Racecourse. 

But he’s relishing the opportunity of linking 
up with manager Kevin Wilkin’s coaching team 
as he looks to revive the fortunes at Vanarama 
Conference club Wrexham who first have an ap¬ 
petising FA Cup tie at Premier League giants 
Stoke City on Sunday. 

“I’ve been a Wrexham supporter all my life 
and know what this club mean to the fans. My 
aim and vision is to be part of the team that 


gets Wrexham back to the glory days,” said Dar¬ 
lington. “My decision to part company with The 
New Saints has been very difficult, but I leave 
the club in their strongest position in history. 

“TNS are currently undefeated in over two 
years at home and remain undefeated in all 
competitions this season, which includes being 
12 points clear in the Welsh Premier and also 
being in the league cup final. 

“I can honestly say the club have a very strong 
infrastructure and are in good hands with Craig 
Harrison, so it’s now I look to move on. 

“When one adventure finishes another one 
begins. I’m honoured to be approached by man¬ 
ager Kevin Wilkin and my home town club of 
Wrexham FC, and I can’t wait to get started.” 

He added: “I would personally like to thank 
TNS chairman Mike Harris for his continued 
support, everyone connected to TNS FC and of 


course the fans for the memories and success we 
have achieved since 2010.” 

Darlington, who is also technical programmes 
manager with the Welsh Football Trust, joined 
TNS in May 2010, working alongside the club’s 
then director of football Mike Davies, and the 
pair gained instant success when leading their 
side to a famous victory over Irish champions 
Bohemians in the UEFA Champions League 
qualifier. 

Darlington was influential in bringing cur¬ 
rent first team manager Craig Harrison to the 
club following Davies’ departure in January 
2011, having worked previously with Harrison 
at Airbus UK Broughton. 

The newly formed partnership steered the 
Saints to league titles for the last three seasons, 
and a record eight times in all, as well as lifting 
the Welsh Cup in 2012 and 2014. 


FROZEN-OFF TNS 
I00K TO HIT BACK 


AFTER being thwarted by a snowstorm, Welsh Premier 
high-fliers The New Saints look to shake off their frustra¬ 
tions when they make the return trip to Cefn Druids on 
New Year’s Day. 

The Saints were left out in the cold when their Boxing Day clash with the 
Druids at Park Hall was abandoned after 68 minutes when rain turned to snow 
and quickly covered the 3G pitch. 

Ground staff tried to clear 
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the lines, but the snow be¬ 
came too prolonged and the 
game was eventually called 
off by referee Ashley Jones 
on 68 minutes. It has now 
been rescheduled for next 
Tuesday (January 6) - but 
before then the sides come 
face to face at the Rock on 
Thursday. 

It was a disappointing 
outcome for the league pace¬ 
setters, who were 3-1 up 
and in full control, and were 
well on course to maintain 
their unbeaten campaign 
with another three points. 

Position 

The abandonment also 
saw the Saints’ lead at 
the top of the table being 
trimmed to nine points after 
Aberystwyth Town moved 
up to second with their 
3-1 victory at Carmarthen 
Town. 

But they are still in a 
strong position at the helm, 
with manager Craig Harri¬ 
son keen that his side quick¬ 
ly forget their frustrations 
when they renew acquaint¬ 
ance with the Ancients on 
Thursday afternoon (2.30). 

“It was frustrating as we 
had them under the cosh 
before the snow came,” he 
said. 

“We were in cruise con¬ 
trol, so we now need to go 
there on New Year’s Day 


and replicate that perfor¬ 
mance and get the frustra¬ 
tion out of our system. 

“We gave away a poor 
goal early on, but showed 
good character to come back 
the way we did. We could 
have been four or five up at 
half time, and they hardly 
came out of their half in the 
second half. 

“It was a little bit frus¬ 
trating, not so much the 
abandonment as the safety 
of players is paramount, but 
the frustrating thing was 
the length of time it took to 
come to the decision. 

“I’m not sure whether 
the game should have been 
called off, I was not playing 
out there, but we were stood 
about for eight or nine min¬ 
utes talking about whether 
the game should continue 
when we could have been 
playing.” 

After falling behind when 
keeper Paul Harrison failed 
to deal with a back pass, 
the Saints hit back through 
Adrian Cieslewicz’s de¬ 
flected strike, a Mike Wil¬ 
de header and Aerson Ed¬ 
wards’ 25-yarder. 

With their rearranged 
clash against the Druids 
and a trip to struggling 
Prestatyn Town coming up 


next week, the defending 
champions are still sitting 
pretty as they chase a ninth 
crown, and fourth in a row. 

Their record speaks for 
itself, 23 games unbeaten 
in all competitions, unbeat¬ 
en at home in two years 
and two months, and nine 
points clear at the top. 

But Harrison again urges 
caution, with a potential¬ 
ly tricky return trip to the 
Rock where the Druids will 
be relishing the chance to 
have another crack at the 
league leaders. 

Cefn Druids boss John 
Keegan felt it was the right 
decision to call off the en¬ 
counter at after heavy snow 
descended on Park Hall 
midway through the second 
half. 

“I know we were los¬ 
ing and TNS would be ag¬ 
grieved that the game was 
abandoned, but I felt it 
was the right decision as 
you just couldn’t play on 
the pitch and you’ve got to 
think of the welfare of the 
players,” he said. 

The Druids will still be 
without midfielders Ryan 
Kershaw and Ryan Edwards 
who, on loan from TNS, will 
not be permitted to play 
against their parent club. 



TICKLED pink - Oswestry Golf Club’s new Lady Captain for 2015, Janet Williams, 
drives into office at the border club. Janet, from Ellesmere, is dressed in pink 
complete with wig to promote her chosen charity for the year, Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer. 
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Llanfair get 
their Wales 
Cup defence 
under way 

HOLDERS Llanfair Unit¬ 
ed set their sights on more 
silver when they launch the 
defence of the Central Wales 
Challenge Cup with a third 
round trip to Aberaeron on 
Saturday. 

Llanfair are one of several 
clubs to enter the competi¬ 
tion at this stage, and bid to 
keep hold of the trophy they 
won last season. 

They are favourites to 
progress after maintaining 
their unbeaten Spar Mid 
Wales League division one 
run with last weekend’s 3-0 
win at in-form Llanrhaeadr 
- a win that took them 12 
points clear at the top 

Mark Griffiths’ Llan¬ 
rhaeadr side seek to make 
a swift riposte in their third 
round tie at home to Spar 
rivals Welshpool Town who 
themselves will also be out 
to bounce back after their 
5-0 derby drubbing at Wa¬ 
terloo Rovers. 

Four goals in a space of 
14 minutes in the first half 
effectively settled the issue, 
with a brace from Barry 
Haralambous followed by 
a Charlie Proctor free kick 
and a fine strike from Will 
Pritchard giving the Rovers 
a 4-0 half time lead. 

Pool, whose Will Thomas 
had rattled the bar early in 
the game, were struggling 
without key defenders Dan 
Bowen and Josh Gethin, 
but steadied the ship after 
the break before Ricky Li¬ 
tchfield made it 5-0. 

Buoyed by their der¬ 
by win, Waterloo Rovers 
will hope to embark on a 
successful run in the cup 
competition as they bid to 
overcome visiting Knighton 
Town. 

Berriew are away to Pen- 
rhyncoch, a side they lost 
4-0 to earlier in the sea¬ 
son in the Spar Mid Wales 
League, while Llansantff- 
raid Village are another side 
hoping to get back on track 
in their trip to second divi¬ 
sion Abermule 

Central Wales Cup third round 
(1.30 unless stated): Aberaeron v Lla- 
nfair United, Abermule v Llansantffraid 
Village, Bow Street v Tregaron, Builth 
Wells v Machynlleth, Churchstoke v 
Cardigan Town, Guilsfield v Borth 
United (2.30), Kerry v Presteigne, 
Llanidloes Town v Bont (2.30) Llan¬ 
rhaeadr v Welshpool Town, Penrhyn- 
coch v Berriew (2.30), Rhayader Town 
v Hay St Marys (2.30), Rhosgoch v 
Llandrindod Wells, Tywyn Bryncrug v 
Carno, Waterloo Rovers v Knighton T. 
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